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The u3a is a UK-wide collection of 
locally-run interest groups that 

provides a wide range of 
opportunities to come together to 

learn for fun. We enjoy exploring new 
ideas, skills and activities together. 

 
 

Web:  www.iowu3a.uk 
 

 Email: info@iowu3a.uk 

 

Follow us on Twitter  @u3aWight 

 

Please check for errors and omissions.  
News, articles and updates always welcome. 

Newsletter editor Roger Skidmore,  rogerskid@zen.co.uk, 01983 822900  

Dear Members 
 
I trust that you are all well and looking 
forward, as I am, to the easing of 
restrictions that have helped to keep us 
all safe. It has been frustrating not being 
able to see family and friends and to meet 
up face to face for our group activities but 
the most important thing is that we have 
stayed safe. I am optimistic that by the 
end of March things will get better. So, to 
celebrate this there will be a Beach Walk 
on Wednesday 31st March for anyone 
who would like to come. The venue will 
be Yaverland and the start time will be 
11.30.  I will email everyone with the 
details nearer the time. 
 
Thank you to Sally who organised the first 
Zoom coffee morning during February. 
Six people joined, had a chat over coffee, 
and a pleasant time was had by all. Look 
in the diary for the March Coffee Morning 
dates - bring your own coffee.  
 

Thanks also go to Fred Dawson who has 
agreed to be co-opted onto our Board to 
work on marketing and publicity for our 
u3a. 
 
I would like to offer my congratulations to 
the winner of our Winter themed 
photography competition, Elizabeth Fox, 
with her photograph  "Winter Distressed 
Eucalyptus Bark". The winner was 
announced at the February speaker 
meeting. If you visit our web site you will 
be able to look at all of the entries if you 
have not already seen them.  
 
Thank you to everyone who entered the 
competition.  There were some beautiful 
images submitted. We have learned a lot 
from this experience and hopefully the 
rules for our next competition, (details to 
be announced soon), will be clearer from 
the start. Thank you to Roger for 
collecting, collating and presenting the 
images, and to Fred  for doing the 
judging.  Elizabeth has very kindly offered 
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to assist with the organisation of the 
next competition.  
 
I hope that you enjoyed February's 
speaker meeting 'Not Father O'Malley'. 
Thirty one people attended the talk, 
which is our highest number of Zoom 
participants since the lockdowns 
started. It is good to see that so many 
of you are embracing the technology. 
See the poster on the last page of this 
newsletter for details of March's 
speaker meeting. 
 
Stay safe and  see you soon! 
 
Carol Bradshaw 
Chair 

Secrets of the Solent Art Project 
 
Do you remember our December speaker 
meeting, ‘Secrets of the Solent’? Who could 
forget the very enthusiastic and knowledgeable 
presenter Emily (and her cats)? What most of 
you may not have noticed was that there is also 
an art project running along-side the talks. The 
information says “Art can be a great way to 
connect with wildlife, and there are many ways 
to do this through our project ‘Secrets of the 
Solent’. We're bringing a hidden underwater 
world to life on land through murals, sculpture, 
textiles, and more.” Members of the public have 
been invited to create a piece of art on the 
‘Secrets of the Solent‘ theme. One of our artistic 
members (Angie Millard) decided to take on the 
challenge. To the right is her take on a 
crocheted jellyfish.  
 
Great stuff Angie. 

And remember Internet Chess 
anytime, anywhere, at  

www.chess.com 
 

Phone a friend and get a game 
going! 
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Writing Group   
 
Members of the writing group keep  in touch 
actively through email.  We discuss our work and 
swap  pieces of writing. 
 
Some members  have ongoing projects and other 
activities which means that there is sometimes no 
time left for the task of the month to be completed. 
Well, that's life.   
 
January's task was 'an unusual journey' and 
February's a piece of dialogue which wouldn't 
contain 'he said' or 'she said'.  
Several completed at least one task: well done! 
 
For March, Carol suggested we use some of the 
pictures from the IoW U3A Winter  photo 
competition; they are  'Distressed Eucalyptus Bark'  
Elizabeth Fox, 'The Wood in Winter'  Angie Millard, 
or 'River Yar in Flood'  Val Graham. 
https://u3asites.org.uk/isle-of-wight/page/110203 
As April starts with All Fools' day, how about a 
comic piece, anecdote or memory for our theme of 
the month?  
 
We've agreed to start meeting  on Zoom and our 
first session will be on 4th of March at 3.30 pm. 
Contact details will be sent 
nearer  the time. 
 
 
Christine 

Groups 

Reading Group  
 
We met again (virtually) on 
Tuesday 2nd February - oh, how 
I long to meet in a room with tea 
and cake and no screen. Still 
zoom is better than not meeting. 
 
We talked and talked. The books 
and/or writers which we 
mentioned, for better or for 
worse, included: 
 
Naomi Alderman 'The Power' 
 
Doris Lessing:  The Fifth Child  
 
Tamsin Calidas:  I am an Island 
 
Amy Liptrot:  The Outrun   
 
Susanna Clarke: Piranesi 
 
Caroline Lea: The Glass 
Woman  
 
A.S. Byatt and Margaret 
Drabble 
 
Next meeting March 2nd at 
15:00 
 
Sally 

All Groups are listed at www.iowu3a.uk  
  

Please check with the group leader through 
groups@iowu3a.uk for up to date information. 

 
Groups are now all operating remotely during 
the current lockdown. Organised Beaches and 
Garden visits will resume as soon as possible. 
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IoW U3A Film Studies group is fairly tearing 
through the year.  

We have watched and Zoom-discussed two 
films each month so far in 2021, and in 
March we shall deal with three more. 
Members' choices start with a discussion on 
‘The Dig’ (2021) on 3rd March: this features 
Carey Mulligan and Ralph Fiennes, evoking 
the exciting 1938 archaeological dig at 
Sutton Hoo. Two weeks later, on 17th 
March, it is the turn of Steven Soderbergh's 
‘Contagion’ (2011). And then we conclude 
the month on 31st March with the Icelandic 
production ‘And Breathe Normally’ (2018), 
which portrays the lives of two women 
trapped in unforeseen circumstances. 

We have now finalised a programme which 
extends into June. This includes ‘The 
Notebook’ (2004), with Gena Rowlands and 
James Garner; ‘Seventeen’ (2019), a 
comedy-drama set in Cantabria, northern 
Spain; ‘The Truman Show’ (1998), with Jim 
Carrey, Ed Harris, and Laura Linney; ‘The 
King's Speech’ (2010), with Colin Firth, 
Geoffrey Rush, Helena Bonham Carter; and 
‘The Judge’ (2014), with Robert Downey Jr, 
Robert Duvall, and Billy Bob Thornton. All 
the films we discuss are viewable on Netflix. 

Every member of IoW U3A is eligible to join 
the Film Studies group  - just ask. 

Jim Moody 

IoW U3A Film Studies Group 

Groups 

Past Films: 

Which films 
are these 

two pictures 
from? 
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BEACHES     
 
My Local walk - not on a Beach 
 
Unfortunately, organised beach walks 
have been suspended due to our 
government instructions to stay local, 
so this is a description of my very local, 
non-beach walk which I do every day. It 
is not the same at all but right now it is 
the best that I can do. 
 
I live on a very narrow lane.  When I 
turn left out of my house, the lane 
meanders past a few other cottages, 
and then it's just fields, mostly bounded 
on each side by hedges, not so high 
that you can't see over them but high 
enough to be some protection from the 
strong winds that we have been 
suffering lately. The hedges are all 
starting to bud and, while everything 
seems a very dark brown, in fact there 
are tiny specks of green already on 
some of the branches. Each year I am 
amazed at how quickly the landscape 
transforms itself from a winter's 
monochrome pallet to the bright 
verdant colours of spring. 
 
The first place of interest I come to is 
the field with piglets - sadly probably 
gone to sausages now - but a few 
weeks ago they looked so cute that I 
couldn't resist taking a photo. Their 
snuffling and grunting in the mud made 
me smile - never a bad thing. As I walk 
on from the pigs I peer over the hedge 
and check on our beehives sheltered 
way down at the bottom of the field. 
They are still standing. Good news. It is 
too muddy to walk down to them right 
now but as long as they are still 
upright, all will be well. 
 
 

Next, I hear the stream. In the summer 
it is barely audible but now, while not 
exactly a raging torrent, its energy has 
grown from a barely noticeable trickle 
to a rushing, gushing head of water 
anxious to get on its way to the sea. I 
hear the seagulls' raucous 
conversations overhead which reminds 
me that the stream doesn't have very 
far to go. I love the sound of the sea. 
The shushing and chuckling or roaring 
and pounding exites me in a way that a 
small stream, however energetic, could 
never do.  Today however, in the 
absence of sea, this small stream is 
just as fascinating in its own way, as all 
wild waterways are. 
 
Just beyond the stream, in the hedges, 
I have watched day by day, the 
snowdrops emerge. First just the green 
spikes poke out of the dark, damp 
loamy soil, then leaves, then the tiniest 
sliver of white. Finally, almost from one 
day to the next, the flowers emerge, 
serene, beautiful and glowing white. To 
me they are the perfect indication that 
winter is almost behind us and spring is 
on its way. 
 

Groups 

Contd... 
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Lastly, I walk past our allotment site, deserted now. 
The whole scene is still cloaked in the brown of 
winter. No plot holders work (not surprisingly since 
the ground is so wet underfoot), and the whole site 
looks sad and dejected. Spring happens later here 
but I look forward to the time, not very far away, 
when the place will be transformed into the active, 
productive, colourful and therapeutic place that I 
know and love. I wander home, already looking 
forward to the changes that will be evident 
tomorrow. 
 
At the end of the month, on the 31st March, we will 
be able to meet up, in person, on a beach. Hurrah. I 
look forward to seeing you (and the sea) at 
Yaverland at 11:30 (tide permitting). I will email you 
all nearer the time confirming the venue and start 
time. 
 
Carol 

 
Tea, Chat & Tech -  suspended  -  (usually Forest Road Nursery Café). 

We will resume when cafés are allowed to reopen.   
 

In the meantime please call Sally on 740511 if you would like Tech support, 
particularly if you are having difficulties with Zoom or emails. 

   

Spanish Beginners’ Group 
 
We continue to meet on a Monday afternoon and 
anybody interested in joining us would be most 
welcome. These are early days so it would be easy 
to catch up and there is plenty of help at hand.    
 
The group is friendly and welcoming – there is no 
pressure and we are here to enjoy ourselves and 
get the satisfaction of learning a new language. If 
you are interested, please make contact with… 
 
Keith Pritchard        01983 407942      
keithswonderfulworld@gmail.com 
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Garden Appreciation 
 
Seed Swap March 10th 
   
Unfortunately we have been unable to visit any gardens other than our own this 
month. I hope you all have enjoyed some of the sunny days and kept warm on 
the cold days. I have at least cut my lawn and planted some new roses. Next 
month, since the restrictions will not have been lifted until the 29th, I thought that 
maybe we could have a virtual seed swap meeting on Zoom on the 10th March at 
14:00. Bring your seeds (or spare plants, or cuttings) that you want to swap, to 
the meeting to show and trade them with others. Once you have agreed a swap 
put the seeds etc. in envelopes and then arrange to pass them on. I think we will 
be allowed to meet one other person outside after the 9th so meet ups could be 
arranged. 
 
Let me know if you are interested on chair@iowu3a.uk and I will send you a link. 
This is, of course, open to all members. 
 
Next month, all other things being equal, we could try again to visit Princess 
Beatrice's Garden at Carisbrooke Castle . 
 
Carol Bradshaw 

The new Family History and Genealogy Group meets on the third 
Thursday in the month at 2pm. (on Zoom for the time being). 
 
The group had a lively show & tell meeting in February when members shared 
interesting objects, photos or pieces of information about their family history. 
Collectively we were able to share tips and ideas for digging a little bit deeper into 
these fascinating fingerprints of the past.  
 
Next month (March 18th) we will be considering brick walls and dead ends with a 
view to supporting each other with ideas and shared experience to get past the 
block to the past. 

The Walk and Talk 
about Gardens Group 

is dormant until the 
Spring. 

 
 

WANTED   -   near Ryde. 
Member seeks walking 
companion for slow short walks - 
walking stick user.  
 
If you are interested please 
contact membership@iowu3a.uk  
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Green Issues  
 
Both Christine and Alison gave really 
insightful talks about hydrogen 
generation and Green Grants to 
upgrade our properties at our last 
meetings, thank you.      
 
Julie is going to talk about Georgian 
and Victorian whaling and today's nano 
particles in the oceans’ sink holes at the 
next meeting which should be very 
interesting. 
 
Our next meeting is on the first Friday of 
the month 5th March 2021 at 2pm and 
all are welcome.    Could newcomers let 
me know beforehand please
(dinajung@gmail.com) so that I can 
send a link to join.             

 
 
I will send the Zoom link a few days 
before the meeting. 
 
See you all on the 5th. 
 
 

Dina 

New Group 
 
Oral History on the Isle of Wight 
 
I have been pondering on a theme for a 
new History Group and have been 
struggling to find one that satisfied me. 
And then I started to think about who 
we are, partly prompted by Alison’s 
fascinating and very personal insights 
into the history behind Ventnor Botanic 
Gardens. I realised that actually we are 
the resource – at least those of us who 
have lived on the Island for a long time 
or were born here, left and then came 
back.  I confess myself to being an  
‘overner’; enjoying the Island as a visitor 
for many years but only recently having 
moved here in anticipation of retiring. 

 
Do you have old memories of the 
Island, big or small? Old photos? Would 
you be willing to share them? Would 
you be willing to help collect and 
organise them?  
 
Reply to me on groups@iowu3a.uk  or 
740511  if you would be interested in 
being part of an Oral History Group. 
 
Sally 
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Technology and 
Communications Group 
 
 I joined Wight u3a at the end of last 
November.  I am married to Debbie, who 
has also joined Wight u3a. We live in Ryde 
and have two grown-up children - Abigail 
who lives in London and works at the Royal 
Academy of Art and Joshua who is in the 
army with the Royal Corps of Signals 
based at Blandford in Dorset.  My 
background is in science and engineering, 
working for the MOD as a specialist in 
radiation safety.  I retired in 2009 and we 
moved to the Island in 2014. We are 
enjoying taking part in the Wight u3a, 
including the recent G&S and Solent talks 
via Zoom 
 
 My interests include amateur radio, 
technology, photography and helping 
restore railway coaches at the Isle of Wight 
Steam railway.  
 
 I am setting up a u3a group to learn about 
technology and communication (TCG) and 
its everyday use  including: 
  
· Smart TVs 
· Phones 
· Cameras 
· Home Wi-Fi 
· Computers, printers, scanners,    
online security, cloud-based computing 
· Sat navs 
· Communications including amateur 
radio / Citizens Band / PMR 
Internet, cloud storage 

 
 The use of technology has social benefits.  
It allows people to keep in touch with 
friends and family wherever they may be. 
This is key to alleviating loneliness and 
isolation.  However, like all technologies 
there is a learning curve and a need to 
understand how to use the internet safely. 
Today many of the government and council 

services are accessed through internet web 
portals and people may be excluded from 
access because of a lack of confidence 
and knowledge. The aim of the TCG is to 
help address these issues and have some 
fun. 
 
 My approach is to focus on the practical, to 
learn by doing and to help each other. 
Hopefully when Covid restrictions are lifted 
to have face to face meetings, but in the 
meantime to use Zoom. 
 
I am scheduling a Zoom meeting 
Monday 8th March 14:00 to kick things 
off. 
 
 If you would like to know more please drop 
me an email at 
fred.wp.dawson@googlemail.com 
 
 Links: 
 
 Age UK advice on using the internet: 
 
 https://www.ageuk.org.uk/information-
advice/work-learning/technology-internet/ 
 
 More information about amateur radio: 
 
https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/subjects/8
68-amateur-radio 
 
 https://rsgb.org/main/get-started-in-
amateur-radio/ 
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“Louis Lawrence said”  
(sadly, a final word as we will 
miss him):  
  
I have heard it said that you never forget 
your first time.  As it happens, I will never 
forget the first time I owned a car.  This was 
in the 1950s when for a short period anyone 
could drive a car without necessarily first 
passing the driving test which had been 
suspended because of an oil shortage 
caused by a Mr. Mossadeq in Iraq. I was 
newly-wed and Iiving then in Basildon.  
Having a provisional licence, I then seized 
the opportunity to buy my first car. It was a 
red convertible, had three wheels, was 
made by Raleigh in 1936  and cost all of £25 
from a dealer along the Romford Road. At 
the time it represented about three weeks 
wages for me. 
 
The engine was a two cylinder air-cooled 
job, similar to a motorcycle. The body of the 
car was timber framed aluminium. It had a 
folding canvas canopy. There were three 
dials on the dash; fuel, speedo  (up to 150 
MPH! ) and an ammeter.  Other than that 
there was just the ‘choke’ knob.  In those 
days you had to allow more fuel in the 
engine to get started. It also had a crank 
handle to turn the engine over if it would not 
start on the battery. I did not realise that I 
had bought a travelling car wreck. 
The first inkling I had was when I stopped at 
the lights on the Southend Arterial Road for 
the turn-off to Basildon and noticed smoke 
issuing from the front of the car. Leaping out 
I unclipped the bonnet  and saw that the  
engine was covered in flames. Luckily, I had 
an old coat with me and used it to smother 
the fire without being seriously injured.  I 
restarted the car and got home but after a 
similar event the following day I found that 
whenever I stopped the car with the engine 
running it would flame up. The only way to 
stop it was to shut off the engine. I took to 
carrying a bucket of sand in the footwell to 
cope with the frequent conflagrations. I had 
a new style of driving forced on me. Since 
this always occurred at the one set of lights 
that Basildon had at the time, for a short 

period my car became a talking point locally. 
Every time I  approached the lights I would 
have to slow down and creep along till they 
turned to green.  It was either that or have to 
restart the engine every time, either by the 
battery which often failed, or by getting out 
and cranking. Several times other motorists 
would get out of their cars and give me a 
push start. 
 
In those days the AA had patrolmen in 
uniform who stood by a kiosk with their 
motor-bike and side-car units along the 
Southend Arterial Road and would salute 
any car with an AA badge. As a member I 
was entitled not only to a salute but also to 
assistance. After several incidents like 
engine fires, punctures and general 
breakdowns it was noticeable that when | 
passed, the men would be inside the kiosk 
or rummaging in their sidecar for something. 
 
 I had found that the ancient engine 
cylinders were so corroded that fuel leaked 
out and while I was moving the fumes were 
whisked away but when I stopped….. 
whoosh.  When driving at any speed over 30 
the bonnet catches would give way and the 
flaps fly up.  My spare wheel fixed to the 
back fell off while driving along Whitmore 
Way. I put an ad in the local paper inviting 
anyone who found the wheel to come and 
collect the rest of the car. They brought the 
wheel back but politely declined my offer. 
 
One day there was a knock at the door. It 
was the milkman who confessed he had 
backed into my car with his milk float. When 
I went to look it was 
a sorry mess and the 
whole of the back 
was crushed.  He 
offered me two pints 
of milk as 
compensation so I 
decided to cut my 
losses and called 
Basildon Council to 
come and take the 
wreck away 
 
Farewell, Louis... 
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Laptops for Kids learning at home 
 

Newport and Carisbrooke Community Council are 
seeking donations of laptops for pupils to help  
learn from home.  Laptops can be collected and 
responsibly cleansed and repurposed. 
 
Contact:  laurajones@newportwight.org.uk 

Get Zooming 
 
After participating in a few Zoom meetings with both the U3A and my family, I felt 
that I needed to sign up for a Zoom account so that I could try hosting my own.      
 
The U3A has specialist subject advisors and after checking online, I quickly found 
that there were also Trust Volunteers currently delivering Zoom tutorials several 
times a week. Two topics are offered to U3A members: 'Introduction to Zoom' and 
'Hosting Meetings for Group Leaders.'  These live online tutorials each last one 
hour and are very popular, but I did manage to book a ticket which was free of 
charge. 
 
 Later in the week I joined 10 other U3A members from all over the UK.   Our host 
was Anne who took us, step by step, through all we needed to know about 
scheduling a meeting, sending off the invites and hosting the meeting. There were 
plenty of questions for her and some quite lively interruptions. After firmly bringing 
us to order, Anne moved on to screen sharing and breakout rooms.  I was keen to 
ensure I didn't forget all this information about screen sharing so I was either busy 
taking notes or waiting with my hand raised to ask a question, that I just do not 
remember anything about the breakout rooms. Never mind, no doubt someone will 
be on hand when needed.  
 
On the whole I would recommend these tutorials for anyone who is interested in 
learning how to Zoom successfully.  'The Introduction to Zoom' is basic but a lot 
more interactive and enjoyable than watching a Zoom support video or reading the 
support info. 

 I'm learning new skills that have challenged 
me and that is something I would not have 
done without the U3A. 
 
Check out  U3A Zoom Tutorials at   
https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/online-events  
 
Alison 
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Slow Ways 
 
The brainchild of geographer and 
explorer Dan Raven-Ellison, and 
supported by Ordnance Survey, Slow 
Ways is a project designed to open up 
new networks of walking paths 
connecting settlements around the 
country.  
 
The idea is to support and promote 
walking for purpose as well as for 
pleasure, to get people walking 
between locations they might otherwise 
drive or take public transport to - via 
existing off-road paths and bridleways - 
and to promote slower types of travel. 
 
During lockdown, a team of 700 
volunteers have plotted 7,000 walking 
routes, which collectively stretch for 
over 60,000 miles, with an average of 
7.5 miles in England and Wales and 12 
miles in Scotland. Routes are currently 
being checked before 10,000 volunteers 
will test walk them from late summer. 

 
 
 
u3a as a national Group and Isle of 
Wight u3a locally have signed up to be 
part of the volunteer network testing 
and documenting the paths. 
 
The launch has been delayed by 
lockdown 3 but watch this space for 
further news of the launch later in the 
spring and the opportunities that will be 
available to take part here on the Isle of 
Wight. 
 
If you would like to get involved in the 
local effort please contact Sally on 
groups@iowu3a.uk. 
 

Sally 
 
             https://slowways.uk/ 

Membership Renewals - Reminder 
 
For those of you due to renew by 1st April 2021, you should have received your 
renewal request, either by post or by email.  
Please call me on 01983 740511 if you are having difficulties or second thoughts 
about renewing. 
 
We really want you to stay on board. And bring your friends along too. 
This year has been so bizarre... Let's hope that the vaccine delivers the freedom 
that we are all looking forward to and that we will be able to celebrate in style on 
June 2nd with a Picnic in the Park and then soon resume face to face meetings. I 
suspect however that Zoom will be here to stay for some groups and for some 
people. 
 

Sally 
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National u3a Day June 2nd 
and our iowu3a Team 
Round the Island Walk 
 
Planning is going ahead for National 
u3a day on June 2nd. Our grand plan is 
to walk all 65 miles of the coastal path 
with as many of you as possible, on the 
morning of the 2nd of June, walking their 
section. If you can walk, (not on your 
own but in twos or more) then let me 
know where exactly you would like to do 
your bit. You can choose to walk 1 mile 
or 12 miles or anything in between. 
Every little will help. We just need  the 
miles to add up to 65! 
 
Click on the link below (or see page 14) 
and it shows the coastal path divided 
into 6 routes. If you click 'download walk' 
you will then see a map of the walk with 
details about how long it will take and 
how far it is. It is not expected that 
anyone will walk the whole of these 
routes, but if you look at the map you 
will see that each could be divided into 
many parts, short or long.  Choose a 
section, let me know and I will put your 
name on it.  
 
https://www.visitisleofwight.co.uk/
things-to-do/walking/coastal-path 
 
If you are not familiar with the coastal 
path and would like to rehearse your 
walk before the day, Valerie Graham 
has very kindly offered to be a walking 
buddy for anyone who would like one. 
 
In addition to the walk, we are planning 
a gathering in Newport in the afternoon 
of  June 2nd, to which we hope every 
member will come. Covid willing, there 
will be refreshments, press, local radio, 
invited guests, and interviews. We want 
to make a splash!  

 
Why are we doing this? The u3a both 
nationally and locally is not well known 
enough - the 'u3 who' someone said to 
me when I mentioned it. The main 
reason is to raise the profile of the u3a 
nationally and locally.   We want people 
to know about us and join us. The more 
members we have the more interest 
groups we will be able to have, the more 
we will 'learn, laugh and, live'. This is 
especially important to us as a small, 
relatively new u3a. Ask a friend to 
become a member. If each one of us in 
the iowu3a did this, it would make a 
huge difference. 
 
How can you help? Walking, cake-
making  - (could you make cup-cakes 
with u3a iced on the top of them? - just 
an idea), photographing, interviewing, 
broadcasting,  guest-greeting, …the 
opportunities are endless. Let me know 
what you can do.  
 
Please contact me at chair@iowu3a.uk 
with any suggestions you may have, and 
thoughts on how you are willing and 
able to help to make the day a success.  
 
Carol  
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Without the Past, there is no 
Present nor can we build a Future. 
 
Someone once asked me '' Why do you 
do family history? It must be very 
boring... all those dusty old documents'' 
To those who are not likeminded, it must 
be an incomprehensible pursuit.   
 
When I was a child, my mother told 
stories about her life in London.          
Tales of thick smogs and of her time 
spent in the Evelina Children's Hospital 
during a  Scarlet Fever outbreak. How 
her father, a clockmaker, was 
responsible for winding Big Ben. How 
her grandfather died in a collision with a 
Tillings bus. I was always curious.  
She was interested in her unusual family 

name and 'invented' various options for 
its origins, so I suppose these 
recollections later made me think about 
doing my  family's history. However, the 
internet did not exist at the time, nor was 
I able  to visit London for research.  
 
I am the youngest of a family of five and 
in the early eighties it suddenly came to 
light that our father had been married 
before. Nothing had ever been 
mentioned in the past and it was  a bit of 
a shock to the family coming some 20 
years after his death. It certainly needed 
to be investigated so I put my brand new 
'detective hat' on. This would be much 
closer to home but I'd not been into a 
Record Office before and it was all a bit 
mystifying.  I was soon quite excited and 

The Coastal Path from Cowes to Yarmouth. 
 This could easily be divided into 2, 3, 4 or more parts for our team 

walk on u3a Day. For example, Cowes to Gurnard; Gurnard to 
Porchfield; Porchfield to Newtown; Newtown to Shalfleet, etc.  

A Fascination with Family History 



Page  15   -  groups@iowu3a.uk   for more details. 

 

began to discover previously unknown 
ancestors in the island branch of my 
family. Unlike my mother, my father had 
not talked about his childhood. 

 
There was to be a defining moment in 
that Record Office. I had moved onto 
researching my paternal grandfather 
who had died when I was four.    I 
discovered that he had been the 
secretary of the Independent Chapel at 
East Cowes from 1890- 1900.  The 
Record Office held the  original Chapel 
Register in its archives and the big red 
leather book was soon put on the desk 
in front of me.  I was told that I was the 
first to request it since it had been 
deposited a very long time ago. So, I 
was the first to open it in maybe 70 
years.  I  cautiously turned the thick 
pages.  
 
Grandfather's handwriting jumped out 
along with his bold signature. That first 
and sudden connection to my past 
through an old book was an intense and 
almost overwhelming moment. It was 
quite magical but I'm not the first person 
to have felt this.  I've since heard other 
historians talk about  the excitement of a 
first discovery. It was, however, my 
defining moment and it sealed my future 

interests. Grandfather had personally 
recorded his own marriage and the  
births of his five children and his detailed 
minutes of meetings reflected life in East 
Cowes at the turn of the century.  
 
The reasons that I do family history now 
are probably quite different to the 
reasons I might have given 40 years 
ago. Then it was just curiosity, now it’s 
part of a complex, far reaching 
multifaceted hobby which takes in the 
study of many subjects. You need to be 
persistent, a good organiser, relish 
historical detective work, be keen on 
record keeping and  it has made those 
long winter Lockdown evenings pass so 
quickly, now that we have the internet 
and www.Ancestry.com !    
 
 
Alison Webb 
 
 

Advance notice   
 

April 8th talk will be on 
family history  

 
“Exploring Beyond The 

Usual  Sources - 
Newspapers, Criminal, 

Immigration and 
Military Records” 

 
by the Isle of Wight 

Family History Society  
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Winter 2021 Photographic Competition 
 

And the winner for Winter 2021 is……  "Winter Distressed Eucalyptus Bark".  
 

 All photos can be viewed on the web site  
https://u3asites.org.uk/isle-of-wight/page/110203 

The Winner is "Winter 
Distressed Eucalyptus Bark" 
by Elizabeth Fox, as announced 
by our judge, Fred Dawson, 
LRPS, after the Zoom meeting 
on 11th February. 
 
"This image is a well seen 
image with abstract qualities. 
The peeling bark evoked 
feelings of decay, evocative of 
winter which precedes the 
rebirth of life with the coming of 
spring. From a technical point of 
view the image is well 
composed and has a good 
range of tones and is sufficiently 
sharp." 
 
Fred Dawson LRPS 
 
Elizabeth wins a year’s 
membership of IoWU3A. 

Marketing and Recruitment 
 
Your committee would like to reach out to the 
Island Community to get more people to join 
our u3a. 
 
Probably difficult under present circumstances but things will change and we will move 
forward.  There are an awful lot of people who could join IoWU3A if they knew about us and 
the potential we offer for a fuller life. 
 
But most of all…  it is word of mouth!   Most members join because they know someone who 
is enjoying being a member.  Tell your friends! 
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Reflections at Appuldurcombe 
by Christine Priest 

Japanese 
Camellia 
Brightens Winter 
 
by Elizabeth Fox 

Winter 
Distressed 

Eucalyptus Bark 
 

by Elizabeth Fox 

River Yar in 
Flood 
 
by Val Graham 

Winter Skies 
from Ventnor 

 
by Val Graham 

Photos from the Winter 2021 
competition 
 
 
Arrangements are being made for the 
Summer 2021 competition.  Details to 
follow. 
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January Sunrise  - Bonchurch 
by Angie Millard 

The Wood in Winter  
by Angie Millard 

Wisely Keeping Hope Alight 
by Alison Webb 

Lady in Waiting 
by Beryl Tillman 

Winter Cold 
by Christine Crossley 

Winter Warmth 
by Christine Crossley 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/iowu3a   closed group for members 
https://www.facebook.com/u3aWight    open page for the public 

Dates for your Diary – all queries to groups@iowu3a.uk 
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