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The u3a is a UK-wide collection of 
locally-run interest groups that 

provides a wide range of 
opportunities to come together to 

learn for fun. We enjoy exploring new 
ideas, skills and activities together. 

 
 

Web:  www.iowu3a.uk 
 

 Email: info@iowu3a.uk 

 

Follow us on Twitter  @u3aWight 

Dear Members 
 
It has been a pleasure to be out and 
about this month in the sunshine and to 
meet up face to face with those of you 
who were able to get out, both on the 
beach at the end of March and recently at 
Carisbrooke Castle.  Social behaviours 
have changed. We are now so used to 
being socially distanced that when I 
accidently put out my hand to shake the 
hand of someone I hadn’t met before, I 
was shocked and instantly withdrew and 
felt slightly embarrassed – but, it has to 
be done. For how long? I wonder We still 
need to take care. 
 
I would like to thank you all for sticking 
with us through this year of lockdown and 
for renewing your membership. Welcome 
to our new members who have joined 
recently. It is encouraging that even 
through these difficult times our 
membership has continued to grow.  We 
hope that our group activities will develop 
and flourish as the restrictions continue to 
ease. I would also like to thank the Board 
for their hard work during the past 12 
months trying (and succeeding) to keep 
our u3a interesting and inclusive.  

 
 
For next month, I will not be organising a 
Beach Walk or a Garden Visit as my 
energies will be totally focused on June 
2nd u3aDay and our epic walk. (see more 
of that below). However, I have enjoyed 
the walks and visits that I have organised 
and am happy to continue. If there is a 
garden somewhere that you would like to 
visit, on the Island or off, let me know and 
I will look into it. If you have a favourite 
accessible part of the beach, let me know 
and we can get a group together, to walk 
or chat or read or swim. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at this 
month’s speaker meeting and to listening 
to the talk, ‘I Always Wanted a 
Smallholding’. It sounds fascinating, I’ll 
see you there. 
 
Stay safe and see you soon! 
 
Carol Bradshaw 
Chair 

 

Please check for errors and omissions. News, articles and updates always welcome. 
Newsletter editor Roger Skidmore,  rogerskid@zen.co.uk, 01983 822900  

Welcome to the u3a   
Newsletter  for the  

Isle of Wight 
May 2021 
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Only 33 days to go 
National u3a Day  

Wednesday June 2nd 2021 
 
June the 2nd - in the morning -THE COASTAL PATH WALK (all 70 miles of it)  
I am pleased to report that we now have almost all of the walkers required to walk the 
whole of the coastal path to celebrate u3a day. However, we do still need some, 
maybe one or two, and some reserves. If you would like to take part but have not yet 
let me know, please contact me by email as soon as you can.  Walkers will receive a 
pack with full instructions for the day, including a hi-vis jacket, shortly after the 14th 
May. I will email all walkers once the packs are ready and make arrangements for 
them to be collected or delivered. Although the u3a day is on the 2nd June, and we 
hope that as many as can will do their walk on the 2nd, if for any reason you cannot do 
it on the Wednesday, you may do it on the Monday the 1st or Tuesday 2nd, following 
the same instructions as apply to the Wednesday walkers. You will need to let us 
know that you are walking on a different day. May the 26th – one week before the big 
day, is set aside for those who need to practice their walk if they haven’t already done 
so and for final collection/delivery of packs.  
 
In the afternoon – we hope to be able to have a gazebo in Church Litten park as the 
centre of our “promoting the Isle of Wight u3a” activities. We hope that members will 
come to the park for a socially distanced picnic – bring your own chairs and picnic and 
celebrate with us. We hope that morning walkers will come and report on their walk 
and share photos. We hope that we will be able to invite local dignitaries to come and 
learn about the u3a. We hope … but we have not yet been given permission by the 
council to do this. If we can’t, we’ll think of another location or something else and let 
you know. 
 
In the evening – there will be a Zoom Cocktail party and quiz. More details later in 
this Newsletter. 
 
Why are we doing this? Well one reason is simply – for fun and a sense of community.  
The second and more serious reason is to raise the profile of the u3a on the Isle of 
Wight. So, let’s spread the word and work towards a successful u3a day. Who knows 
we may even recruit a few more members along the way. 
 
Please contact me on 
chair@iowu3a.uk with any 
suggestions you may have, 
and thoughts on how you are 
willing and able to help to 
make the day a success - for 
example we will have 50 cupcakes 
to ice for the picnic in the park on 
the day - can any of you ice 
cakes? 
 
Carol 
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Writing Group   
 
April Fools’ day was the date of our 
last meeting (Zoom) and we had fun 
discussing the humorous stories 
produced. This is an opportunity for us 
to share ideas as well as provide 
suggestions for improvement.  During 
our discussion the word 'rage' was 
mentioned and then 'outrage' (not 
reflecting our mood, by the way) and 
someone suggested this could be our 
next theme: 'Rage/Outrage'.  Can't 
wait to read the pieces this inspires! 
As part of our 'good writing' theme, 
Maggie was choosing an example of 
the style she enjoys in a book: two 
extracts from 'The giver of stars' by 
Jojo Moyes  - very atmospheric.  
 
Here is an opportunity to  do some 
writing for the U3A: 
Third Age Trust Short Story 
Competition 2021 
The Third Age Trust is launching its 
second annual creative writing  
competition in partnership with 
Bloomsbury. This is based on the  
successful Welsh competition and is a 
hunt for the best short story written by 
a u3a member in the UK. 
 
Any u3a member can enter as long as 
they submit their entry through the 
online submission portal. Your story  

 
 
can be fiction or non-fiction but must 
be 1500 words or fewer. The full rules 
– please read carefully – and the 
submission portal are on the central 
u3a website, as part of the national 
learning initiatives section in the 
“Learn” section. This year the theme 
is “unexpected”.  It is up to you how 
you interpret this. 
 
The deadline is 28th May and we will 
be announcing the winners at the end 
of August. 
 
We'll keep you posted ! 
 
Christine 
 
P.S.  Our next meeting is on Friday 7th 
of May at 2 pm in Yafford. 

All Groups are listed at www.iowu3a.uk 
  

Please check with the group leader through groups@iowu3a.uk for up to date 
information. 

Groups are now all operating remotely during the current lockdown. Organised 
beaches and Garden visits will resume as soon as possible. 

Groups  groups@iowu3a.uk 



Page  4    

 

Reading Group  
 
We met on Zoom, maybe for the last time. The garden 
beckons!   Many books were discussed or just mentioned, 
loved, hated or abandoned, too many to name. 

Next meeting May 11th – at Yafford, with cake, weather 
permitting! 

 Sally 

And remember Internet Chess. 
Anytime (especially if wet) , 

anywhere, at   
www.chess.com 

 
Phone a friend and get a game 

going! 

Groups  groups@iowu3a.uk 

BEACHES     
 
The April Beach walk at Yaverland, right 
at the end of last month, was a truly 
splendid occasion. The sunshine was 
nearly outdone by the beaming smiles 
on the faces of those who came. 
Everyone was so glad to be out and 
about together and to meet up in real 
life with people who had only been 
small faces on a Zoom screen for so 
long. We dutifully walked in our groups 
of six or fewer and had a socially 
distanced sociable walk. Although the 
tide was far enough out to allow us to 
walk quite a way along the beach, it 
was coming in and at one stage I had a 
phone call from a group in front advising 
us that we should head back in case we 
got cut off! We were not in danger and 
had our eyes on where we needed to 
be but thank you Valerie for watching 
out for us all. 
 
 
 

The scheduled date for the May 
Beaches event is the 26th of May but as 
that is so close to our momentous 
u3aday round the island walk on the 
2nd of June, I have decided to save the 
26th May date and, with the help of 
other volunteers, walk with anyone who 
wishes to rehearse their section of the 
big walk 
As we know, coastal paths change and 
if you are walking a route that you are 
not very familiar with, this would be a 
date to practise it if you have not 
already done so. If you would  like a 
walking companion on this day do let 
me know on chair@iowu3a.uk or by 
phone 07748 886246. 
 
The next Beach event will be on June 
30th and will be a picnic on the Beach, 
plus reading, swimming, snoozing or 
whatever else you fancy. See you there. 
Contact me if you would like to come.  
 

Carol 
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IoW U3A Film Studies 
Group   
IoW u3a’s Film Studies group has now 
completed a year of viewing and 
discussing films, mostly once a fortnight, 
including at summer and winter holiday 
times without let up. We are not resting 
on our laurels, however, and aim to 
continue the programme of film 
discussions indefinitely. 

The group holds fortnightly film 
discussions on Wednesdays from 5.00-
6.00pm. Our dates and details of 
intended films for discussion for May and 
into June are: 

12 May The Truman Show (1998) 
Director: Peter Weir. With Jim Carrey, 
Ed Harris, Laura Linney. Storyline: An 
insurance salesman discovers his whole 
life is actually a reality TV show. 

26 May The King’s Speech (2010) 
Director: Tom Hooper. With Colin Firth, 
Geoffrey Rush, Helena Bonham Carter. 
Storyline: Bertie Windsor unexpectedly 
turns into King George VI in December 
1936, and comes to see the need for a 
speech therapist. 

9 June The Judge (2014) Director: 
David Dobkin. With Robert Downey Jr, 
Robert Duvall, Vera Farmiga, Billy Bob 
Thornton. Storyline:  A big-city lawyer 
returns home to find his father, the town 
judge, suspected of murder, so sets out 
to discover the truth. 

So far, all the films we discuss are 
available on Netflix, where individual 
members view them beforehand. All IoW 
u3a members are welcome to join the 
group: just send in a request. 

Jim Moody 

Film Studies group convenor 

 

Groups  groups@iowu3a.uk 

Walk & Lunch Group 
 
First meeting May 19th Yarmouth to walk the Western Yar and eat at the Red Lion in 
Freshwater. 
 
Start Yarmouth at 10:30, meet at the Red Lion for non-walkers at 12:30. 
Will need to know numbers for table booking - Covid restrictions tables of 6 cannot mix 
once seated.  (2nd Meeting June 23rd, Cowes). 
 
Sally 
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Garden Appreciation 
 
The Garden Appreciation Group Visit on 
the 21st April was to Princess Beatrice’s 
garden at Carisbrooke Castle. It was 
lovely to see that so many of you 
managed to get in on the same 11:30 
time slot. We practically had the castle 
to ourselves and were entertained by 
one of the staff as we crossed the bridge 
before the gate, with some interesting 
facts about the castle. 
 
It was a sunny day and the formal 
garden, though not very colourful, was 
interesting. I suspect that we were a bit 
early in the season for a colourful 
display of flowers, although the wild 
cowslips on the bank were beautiful. My 
eye was caught by some immaculately 
pruned fig trees and the skilfully trimmed 
conical Yew trees which added height 
and form to the garden. Alison was 
interested in the whereabouts of the two 
Judas trees (Cercis Silisquastrum) she 
had heard about. She talked to a plants-
woman working in the garden who 
pointed them out to her – to the west of 
the Warrior statue. They will eventually 

be filled with pink pea-like flowers but it 
is not until late April or May that the 
leaves emerge. Thank-you Alison for the 
information. 
 
Many then availed themselves of 
offerings from the take-away café and 
enjoyed a chat in the sunshine. Most 
discovered that the courtyard was the 
best place as it was sheltered from the 
wind. They even brought the donkeys 
out in the courtyard to see us. It’s a relief 
for all of us, I’m sure to be able once 
again to meet new people, greet old 
friends (cautiously of course) and be 
sociable. Thank 
you for coming. 
 
. 
Carol 
Bradshaw 

Groups  groups@iowu3a.uk 

Walk and Talk about Gardens 
 
The smiles on the faces say it all, we are back in 
business.  This is the second garden visit we have made 
and are all happy to be back together, talking about plants 
and gardens. 
In order to comply with COVID rules, we have split the 
group in two, one in the Ryde area and the other in 
Shanklin/Ventnor area.  In this way we can limit travel and 
numbers in the garden.   
 
Hopefully after July 10th we may be able to have the 
whole group together. 
We have kept in contact during the last year with mails 
and photos, but nothing beats seeing the ‘real thing’. 
 
Beryl Tillman  
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Groups  groups@iowu3a.uk 

Yo quiero hablar espanol! 
 
Spanish – a language I’ve wanted to 
learn for a long time; I did have a few 
lessons quite a few years ago, but I didn’t 
have the prospect of going to Spain so I 
didn’t stick it out. When I joined u3a back 
in the autumn a beginner’s Spanish class 
was just starting up so I thought I’d give it 
a go  -  having visited Lanzarote a couple 
of times and wanting to go back there 
(when we’re allowed). 
 
So here I am, 16 lessons later and I do 
know more than I did back in the autumn. 

Keith certainly makes the lessons fun but 
challenging, and no-one has dropped out.  
In fact we have 3 newcomers just starting 
and we have the added advantage of 
Lola, who joins our zoom sessions from 
Malaga, so we get to hear Spanish as it 
should be spoken which is a great help.   
And I have a secret weapon - both my 
daughters did Spanish at university! 
 
I think it’s a well known fact that learning a 
language at our time of life is invaluable in 
maintaining brain health; I can imagine all 
those little synapses clicking away, 
making new pathways in the old grey 
matter.  I look forward to walking into a 
restaurant on Lanzarote and saying: 
 
Buenas noches, una mesa para tres 
persones, por favor; 
Quisiera una botella de vino tinto y una 
cerveza; queremos pollo con arroz y dos 
ensaladas de tomate, por favor! 
 
So thank you u3a; and thank you 
Keith & Lola!    
 

(from Señora  Angi Millard) 

Spanish Beginners’ Group 
 
Ahh, dreams you say – but some of us 
are making our own little Spain here in 
the UK. Our Beginners’ Spanish Group 
are making magnificent progress in  
getting to grips with the language. Who 
would think that just a few weeks ago 
they could say nothing in Spanish but 
now they have sufficient command of the 
language to carry out many simple 
conversations. As summer approaches, 
we hope to add face to face meetings, 
tapas events and of course we must 
check out the quality of the vino. In the 
meantime we will continue our weekly 
fun learning sessions on Zoom in 

preparation for the fun times ahead. 
New learners are always welcome. 
Hasta entonces 
 
Keith Pritchard   01983 407942      
keithswonderfulworld@gmail.com 
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Technology and 
Communications Group 
 
The Technology and Communications 
group met on zoom on 12 April. The group 
was well attended and a presentation was 
given on online safety and security.  The 
use of social engineering as a means of of 
persuading people to give up personal 
information to defraud them was explained 
and discussed, with some real world 
examples. Identify theft and spoofing were 
explained. 
 
Here is the link to the online safety and 
security presentation : 
 

www.dropbox.com/s/uerpg4bnkclt1mx/u3a
online%20security.pdf?dl=0 
 
The next meeting at 14:00 on Monday 
May 10 will be about the organisation and 
management of files and information on  
Windows and Apple OS. The use of cloud 
storage, USB and external hard drives.   
 
The importance of meta-data to assist in 
file management will be touched on. 
 
 
Fred Dawson 

Groups  groups@iowu3a.uk 

The Social Dilemma 
 
The Social Dilemma is an American 
docudrama film which our film group 
viewed last December (on Netflix). The 
film’s thesis is that social media's 
design is meant to nurture an 
addiction, manipulate people and 
governments, and spread conspiracy 
theories.  The film also examines the 
serious issue of social media's effect 
on the mental health of the young. 
  

Charles Geschke who was co-founder of  Adobe Systems died on 16th April 2021, 
age 81.  He studied for the priesthood, earning a classics degree before gaining a PhD 
in maths.  He then took up computer programming and wrote a print program to 
publicise the birth of his second child.  He gained a PhD in computer science and joined 
Xerox, then co-founded Adobe Systems who created the PDF format you are now 
reading. 
 
He said “It is the creativity of individuals - not machines - that determines the success of 
this company”.    He was always home for dinner and leaves his wife, three children 
and seven grandchildren. 
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Green Issues  
 
This month we had a speaker (via Zoom) 
from Greenpeace.    He filled us in on a 
brief history of Greenpeace and what 
they stand for which was really 
impressive.  This was followed by more 
up to date information about the mess 
we have made of our oceans and forests 
which I am sure we  are all aware of.    
The most worrying thing was when he 
said that scientists have admitted to 
getting it wrong  - they have severely 
underestimated the time it will take 
before we reach a point of no return.  It is 
not going to be decades as previously 
thought but only years - nine years was 
mentioned - which makes our deadline of 
2050 to achieve zero emissions 
completely useless.   
 
The talk went on longer than expected 
and some interesting questions were 
asked afterwards which continued when 
the talk officially finished, topics such as 
Climate Change refugees and the 
implications to the Isle of Wight were 
raised. 
  
The iceberg that was for a time the 
biggest in the world is no more. 
A68, as it was known, covered an area of 
nearly 6,000 sq km (2,300 sq miles) 
when it broke away 
from Antarctica in 
2017.   That's like a 
small country; it's 
equal to a quarter of 
the size of Wales. 
But satellites show 
the mega-berg has 
now virtually gone, 
broken into countless 
small fragments that 
the US National Ice 
Center says are no 
longer worth 
tracking. 

 
 
One good thing is that the Government 
has just announced a billions of pounds 
package to enable and force people and 
Companies to reduce their carbon 
footprint which thankfully includes air and 
shipping emissions.   Other developed 
countries are doing the same and this is 
coupled with aid for developing countries 
who will suffer the most from the 
pollution we have caused.  
 
Following this it would seem appropriate 
if the next meeting (7th May @ 2pm) 
concentrated on suggestions on how to 
significantly reduce our own personal 
carbon footprint.   Most of us shun plastic 
bags, etc., and this campaign has been 
moderately successful but it is just a very 
small part of the problem; greater change 
has to happen now.    Me walking around 
Parliament Square 18 months ago with a 
placard saying “I don’t want the blood of 
my grandchildren on my hands” seems 
totally inadequate now  - it is the lives of 
our own children and ourselves that are 
in danger.  Perhaps we should adopt the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s funeral request of  
“Action Stations”  as an anthem   : }     
 
 
Dina 

Groups  groups@iowu3a.uk 
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Family History and 
Genealogy Group  
...meets on the third Thursday in the 
month at 2pm. (on Zoom for the time 
being). 
 
The Family History Group Zoom meeting 
was held on Thursday April 15th.   
 
We talked about any progress made with 
finding lost ancestors and looked at some 
of the census schedules which were sent 
out to householders in past centuries. 
Along with some of the quirky entries 
which were made in the 1911 returns. 
 
Our next Zoom meeting will be on May 
20th and we’ll be looking at how to use   
Ancestry and FamilySearch websites 
successfully with some real time research 
via Zoom’s Screen Share facility.   
 
The link below for an Ancestry  YouTube 
video, is helpful for beginners and experts 
alike and is worth watching: 
 
“How to Use Ancestry.com for Beginners” 
by W. Jakob of Ancestry UK: 
https://youtube.com/watch?v=8VoaccOtPSY 
 
 

We were all in favour of suspending our 
meetings for July and August as some 
members have other commitments and 
holidays.  So, our last meeting this 
summer on Thursday June 17th will, 
Covid permitting, be an outdoor lunchtime 
get together, so that we can all meet up 
socially at long last.     
 
We are all looking forward to that! 
 
Alison 
 

Groups  groups@iowu3a.uk 

Oral History on the Isle of 
Wight – taking shape 
  

I now have a handful of people who are 
interested in thinking about how this 
group will work. Are you Interested in 
joining us? 
 
Email me on groups@iowu3a.uk and we 
will set up a working lunch in July to 
brainstorm. 
 
Sally 

See the April 8th talk given by the 
Isle of Wight Family History Society - 
“Putting Leaves on the Family Tree”.  

The video is at: 
  https://youtu.be/vSK9sIQ0vXA 
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Groups  groups@iowu3a.uk 

*** New Interest Group*** 
“Discovery Days” 

Starting in July (Covid willing) 
 

IT'S TIME TO GIVE YOURSELF SOMETHING TO LOOK FORWARD TO! 
 

*Join us as we plan Discovery Days Out* 
This will be a selection of day trips to the mainland,  

run by Kardan Travel and Seaview Services. 
Here are just some of the exciting tours on offer: 

 
The Hampton Court Garden Festival // Chelsea Flower 

Show 
Highclere Castle //Downton Abbey 

Windsor // Buckingham Palace 
Brighton 

Goodwood Festival 
Salisbury // Bath // Winchester Christmas Markets 

Crafterama at Alexandra Palace 
 

These are just a sampling and I look forward to hearing 
from all of you with your ideas for future Discovery Days! 
Coming soon: Theatre Matinees - perhaps even a Panto? 

 "Oh yes we will!"  
 

Many tours are under £50 and there is a discount if we have twenty or more 
passengers. We can also have tailor made day trips with a preferred itinerary -  

more on that, later!  
 

Now that Covid is almost behind us, let's get together with our fellow u3a’ers and enjoy 
a Discovery Day Out!  

 
Please contact me at penarthcardiff@gmail.com with your suggestions.  

I look forward to hearing from you, 
 

Diane York 
 

 
 
 

penarthcardiff@gmail.com 
 

01983 752266 
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WANTED   -   New committee members to help organise 
speaker meetings and coordinate groups. 
 
WANTED   -   German Group facilitator.  Do you speak German? 
Share your skills?  If you are interested please contact 
membership@iowu3a.uk  

...YOU are very much wanted! 
 

(please call Sally on 01983 740511) 

Wanted   -  walkers for u3a day team walk the Coastal 
              Path 
 
Wanted   -  Spanish Speakers to form a Walk & Talk          
   Spanish Group 
 
Wanted   -  members to host New Member Coffee  
  mornings in their Gardens when  conditions allow 
 
Wanted   -  walkers to help coordinate the new Walk & 
   Lunch Group 
Wanted  -  Someone techi to help keep the website up to 
   date 
 
Wanted   -  Community Writers to write to local   
  Newspapers and tell them what  we are up to. 
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Summary of 2021  
Annual Financial Statement 

for  your u3a  
 
We have just come to the end of our first 
full financial year and under the most 
peculiar of circumstances.  Nevertheless, 
for a very small organisation we have 
maintained a relatively full programme of 
activities while adhering to the various 
constraints needed as the situation has 
changed over the year. 
 
On 31st March 2020 we had 38 members. 
By 31st March 2021 we had added 35. 
That led to a peak of 73, of whom 13 had 
not renewed by 1st April. At the time of 
going to print 4 of the 13 have since 
rediscovered their cheque books and we 
have also added 9 new members leading 
to a current membership of 73. 
 
We have started a number of initiatives for 
local groups not all have appealed, and 
some have fallen to the social distancing 
requirements. However, 10 groups are 
thriving and we have one new one starting 
in May and three more in development. It 
has to be said that all but four of these 
groups are run by members of the 
committee.  
 
Not all of these are ‘groups’ in the usual 
u3a sense. With a small membership it 
has been possible to open some activities 
to all members – like the Beach Walks and 
the Garden Visits. These have been a 
great success and do not expect a regular 
commitment – just join in when the idea 
appeals. The same will be true of some of 
the new groups that are in the pipeline – 
Discovery Days, Slow Ways and Walk & 
Lunch. 
 
If there is an interest that you would like to 
explore, then let us know and we will help 
you to set up a group, there is lots of 
expertise on-line. Or put a Wanted Ad on 
the Wanted Page and see who else is out 
there who shares your interest. 
 

Our newsletter is there to keep us all in 
touch and we all appreciate Roger for his 
Desk-top-publishing skills, his attention to 
detail and his ability to corral us all into 
producing copy to the deadline (although 
not necessarily the deadline that he would 
prefer!)  
  
Our finances have held up well. The offset 
between not attracting as many new 
members as we had hoped and the lower 
cost of online meetings means that we 
ended the year in credit with £285 to carry 
forward.  
 

 
For each member we pay £3.50 to u3a 
central, £2.90 for postage for the Third 
Age Matters Magazine, £1.00 for the use 
of Beacon (the membership database) 
and 88p to paypal for online payments. 
We also have an occasional need for a 
postage stamp. That leaves a net £12 per 
member (from a £20 membership fee). 
 
In 2020/2021 between 1st April and 1st 
December we had just 13 new members. 
An effective income of £156. Membership 
revenue from those joining after 1st 
December is carried forward into the 
following year. We also received a grant of 
£75 from central u3a for participating in 
the Pathfinder project to develop toolkits to 
support recruitment and retention. 
 
We spent £58 printing and posting the July 
issue of the newsletter to everyone as an 
experiment; £150 on getting the new logo 
printed on fabric for bunting and bibs and 
£200 on speakers for 

Contd... 
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speaker meetings. That leaves us with 
£275 in reserve to carry forward. 
 
In 2021/2022 with 73 members, we have 
an effective income of £876 plus a grant of 
£100 from central u3a toward u3a Day 
costs. 
 
We imagine that we will be in a position to 
have some face-to-face speaker meetings 
in the winter, although we will probably 
need a bigger and more expensive hall.  
At this stage trying to project expenditure 
for the year ahead needs a crystal ball, 
and of course we hope that membership 
will continue to grow and that our 
membership income will cover these 
costs. 
 
We are committing our reserve fund to 
publicity and kit for the u3a Day June 2nd 
(£250) – which is of course intended to 
increase awareness and attract new 
members. We are also committing funds 
(£400+) to a sturdy gazebo in anticipation 
of some outdoor events in the summer 
and probably another Christmas Market in 
the winter, again aimed at increasing 
membership. 
 
With more members we can offer more 
groups and events, giving everyone more 
fun and opportunity and, of course, more 

with which to attract new members. Given 
the demographics of the Island there are 
many thousands out there who could 
benefit from joining us.  
 
Your committee (technically your “Board” 
as we are part of the national charity) 
meets once a month with a full agenda to 
review our activities and plan and promote 
more.   
  
We also maintain a website to represent 
our activities which can be viewed at any 
time on www.u3awight.uk.   You will also 
find a full statement of accounts for 2020-
2021 on the website.  Our accounts and 
membership details are maintained with 
strict confidentiality on our central 
“Beacon” on-line management system.  
 
Sally Forster   24/4/2021 
  
 

Our yellow gazebo 
for numerous 
marketing and social 
purposes.  Will we all 
fit in at once with 
social distancing? 
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Slow Ways Update 
 
The brainchild of geographer and explorer 
Dan Raven-Ellison, and supported by 
Ordnance Survey, Slow Ways is a project 
designed to open up new networks of 
walking paths connecting settlements 
around the country. 
 
The idea is to support and promote 
walking for purpose as well as for 
pleasure, to get people walking between 
locations they might otherwise drive or 
take public transport to – via existing off-
road paths and bridleways – and to 
promote slower types of travel. 
 
A website showing routes mapped by 
thousands of volunteers has now been 
released and the project are looking for 
walkers to walk and review the paths, to 
test and feedback on the website and to 
brainstorm how to widen participation in 
the scheme. How to get people using the 
pathways in the local community.  
 
There are 18 routes on the Island which 
need to be walked and reviewed. 

 
I intend to walk the walks myself and 
would really like to brainstorm with others 
about how to engage with the project, 
beyond reviewing the walks. 
 
Take a look and email me if you are 
curious.  
 
Please contact Sally for more information 
via groups@iowu3a.uk. 

 Sally    www.slowways.org 
 
I walked the Slowway from Cowes to Newport 
at the weekend. Although I have yet to submit 
my review, it added an extra dimension to be 
part of a project. Some parts of the route 
were interesting and I saw a 
bullfinch, apparently 
common in the nature 
reserve but not a visitor to 
my garden.  
 

Cocktail Party 
 
We are going to hold a Cocktail Party on 
Zoom to celebrate u3a day June 2nd. 
 
For a cocktail party we need cocktail 
recipes! 
 
My own favourite cocktail is a Margarita, 
ice cold, seriously alcoholic, sour and 
sipped through salt - it always stops me in 
my tracks, savour the complexity of the 
flavours, remember Margaritas past, and 
anticipate Margaritas to come. 
 
The recipe - lots of crushed ice, two parts 
tequila to one part lime juice and one part 
Cointreau, lime and salt to garnish, yum. 
 
A non-alcoholic favourite is Virgin Mojito - 

fresh mint leaves, lime wedges and sugar 
muddled together then add ice and soda 
water. 
 
Email me your favourite recipe and we will 
set up a collection on the website. 
 
To help as an ice-breaker at the cocktail 
party I am thinking maybe a short quiz. 
Could you send me one question and 
answer that you would like included in the 
quiz - then at least you know you will get 
one right!  
 
Let me know if you can 
help. And check out 
our  Facebook page for 
more cocktail recipes! 
 
Sally     
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u3a  Summer Photography Competition 

S h   e      and/or Patterns  

                            of  Summer 
Taking account of the longer daylight hours and the differing light available (harsh light 
in the middle of the day, soft light up to 10am and after 4pm), we are inviting U3A 
members to enter digital images of Shapes and/or Patterns of Summer for this latest 
competition.  There are so many SHAPES and PATTERNS that occur around us and 
that are pleasing to the eye and sometimes we don’t even notice them but it is the 
observant photographer who captures the shot.  
 
A few ideas/examples:   

Individual feather patterns         ‘Curve’ shape            ‘Triangles and ‘Circles’ 

Some basic requirements/information for entry into the competition:   
 

New images taken within the last 18 months.  Up to 2 images allowed per person. 
 
Last entry at midnight on 21st June, 2021.  Only use pictures you have taken yourself, 
and do not include any people in the image. 
 
Modest digital editing (such as straightening, sharpening, minor colour correction or 
contrast)  permitted only. Please supply short descriptive text with your images, and 
filename to include your initials and title. 
 
Send digital images, preferably less than 3Mb, to the editor, rogerskd@zen.co.uk, by 
email.   (For help on renaming and resizing your images, please contact Roger.) 
 
Judging will take place at the end of June and the winner will be announced at the July 
Open Meeting.  
 

Winner to receive a year’s complimentary subscription to Isle of Wight u3a 
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Save the Day – July 9th 
 

Guided walk specially for Isle of Wight u3a 
members around the nature reserve on 
the Eastern Yar lead by Jamie Marsh 
(Senior Reserves Manager) of Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust.  
 
 

 
Jamie gave a fascinating talk on the Wilding of the 
Isle of Wight at our Speaker meeting in March. He 
was so enthusiastic about his subject, from moths to 
butterflies, bugs to beavers and the benefits that 
reintroducing beavers can bring for rewilding habitat 
and managing water ways. He was also passionate 
about the island’s potential for Nature. 
 

Chalk Hill Blue 

Beavers create habitats that allow hundreds of other species to return and flourish. 
They slow the flow of rivers, reducing the danger of flooding 
 

Reddish Buff Moth 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/iowu3a   closed group for members 
https://www.facebook.com/u3aWight    open page for the public 

Dates for your Diary – all queries to groups@iowu3a.uk 
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“When I was 65 we bought an11 acre smallholding.  A real leap in the 
dark as we had no previous experience, other than liking animals. 

 
We built up our own breeding flock of sheep (having 75 sheep at one 

time), Dexter cows and bred calves, and kept goats, pigs and chickens. 
A large patch of land was cleared and used to grow vegetables for 

ourselves and the animals.  
We made our own sausages, chutney, cheese and soap and sold our 

produce at farmers’ markets and shows.” 

Pamela McLellan  -  a talk on 
'I've Always Wanted a Smallholding' 
 Thursday 13th May, Zoom, 2.00pm.   

  
Zoom room open from 13.00 for chat until 16.00 
(Joining details to be sent nearer the time) 

Pamela McLellan is a WI accredited speaker who gives talks for 
everyone - Rotary, Lions, Probus, Adult Education, Schools, 

Horticultural groups, History groups etc.  Her subjects can include 
back-packing on a pension, digging for victory, a model railway 
business  and designing the original six-five special for BBC tv. 

 
She is an experienced public speaker who enjoys spinning a  

good yarn and engaging with the audience.                                                                  
                                                    
 


