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The u3a is a UK-wide collection of 
locally-run interest groups that provides 
a wide range of opportunities to come 

together to learn for fun. We enjoy 
exploring new ideas, skills and activities 

together. 

 

Web:  www.u3awight.uk 
 

 Email: info@u3awight.uk 

 

Follow us on Twitter  @u3aWight 

Dear Members 
 
For this month’s Newsletter I would like to 
focus on saying ‘Thank you’. There is a 
lot of work that goes on behind the 
scenes in any normal year in every u3a. 
We all know that there has been nothing 
normal about the past year for anyone.  
Our newly formed Isle of Wight u3a was 
in its absolute infancy when the pandemic 
struck. We had had only three speaker 
meetings and our membership numbers 
were below 40. People had had no time 
to get properly acquainted, no time to 
think about joining or forming groups or 
volunteering to help, before the lockdown 
came. It would have been easy to let 
everything stop.  
 
Pleasingly, under the circumstances and 
with a very small Board of Trustees 
(Committee) fourteen months later, our 
u3a is thriving. The support from you the 
members has been amazing. Thank you 
for encouraging your friends (and 
sometimes complete strangers at bus 
stops) to join us. Our numbers are 
increasing each week. We need to keep 
the momentum going.  
 
Everyone has worked very hard. Most of 
us on the Board have multiple roles and 

as we get busier, with more members, the 
work load increases. Because of this I 
would like to send out a plea to all 
members to ask themselves what they 
can do to help our u3a thrive. We 
desperately need some-one to look after 
the speaker meeting programme. Could 
you offer?  Could you start a new interest 
group? There are a number of groups in 
existence but as our membership 
increases we need more. Could you be a 
group coordinator – we really need some-
one to take on that role. Could you be an 
assistant editor to help with our excellent 
monthly newsletter? Could you offer to be 
on the Board.  
 
Our next AGM will be in October. We are 
very keen for people with fresh ideas to 
help us. Don’t just leave it to ‘others’, take 
one step forward and come and join us.  
 
Finally, on a different topic altogether the 
National u3a is starting a u3a Click and 
Save scheme which offers a rebate for all 
members when shopping with selected 
retailers, including big brands such as 
Sainsburys, M&S and Costa Coffee.  
I have registered our interest and will 
keep you posted as I learn more. 
 
 

 

Please check for errors and omissions. News, articles and updates always welcome. 
Newsletter editor Roger Skidmore,  rogerskid@zen.co.uk, 01983 822900  

Welcome to the u3a   
Newsletter  for the  

Isle of Wight 
June  2021 

Contd... 
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…  contd.   I look forward to seeing you on 
June  2nd at Church Litten Park in the 
afternoon to celebrate u3a day. Bring a 
chair and a picnic and enjoy a socially 
distanced gathering. It should be fun. 
 

Stay safe and see you soon! 
 
Carol Bradshaw,    
Chair 

National u3a Day  
Wednesday June 2nd 2021 

 
By the time this month’s Newsletter is circulated it will be upon us – our first celebration 
of u3a Day. I hope that the weather is kind, that the walkers have a wonderful time and 
that we all manage to meet in the afternoon for a Covid sensible picnic in Church Litten 
Park, followed by the Zoom cocktail party in the evening. It has been a lot of work to 
organise but, if by doing it, we raise the awareness of the u3a here on the Island then it 
will  have been worth it. 
 
Walkers’ Photographs  -  Walkers - we plan to have your photos 
on display on an iPad at Church Litten in our brand new bright 
yellow gazebo in the afternoon of June 2nd. Please can you 
send your pictures to membership@u3awight.uk as soon as you 
can. Ideally a picture of you in your Hi-Viz jacket holding a 
pompom as well as pictures of the beautiful views as you walk the 
path. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has helped in the planning, the marketing, the social media 
postings, the permission seeking, the pompom making, the ID label making, the cocktail 
tasting (hic!) and all the background things that have needed to be done behind the 
scenes to make the day a success. Special  thanks of course go to the 26 walkers who 
are spreading a circle of blue and gold pompoms around the coastal path on the day. I 
look forward to seeing you all in the park in the afternoon and to hearing about your 
walks and seeing your photos. 
 
Carol 
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u3a day Cocktail party  
18:30 2nd June  -  Zoom Link by email 

Joins us for  
u3a day Cocktail Hour 

 18:30 June 2nd on Zoom 
 
Having decorated the island with blue 
and yellow pompoms on our coastal walk 
and our picnic in the park, we can 
celebrate at our cocktail party with blue 
and yellow cocktails! 
 
The magic ingredients Blue Curacao  (or 
for a sweeter tooth blue curacao syrup) 
 

u3a day Cocktails 
 

Sapphire Martini 
Traditionally a few drops of blue Curacao 
a few drops of dry Vermouth and a 
measure of Gin – served chilled but 
without ice. Or if you are James Bond – 
add Vodka (without the curacao) and 
drink it shaken not stirred. 
 

Champagne Cocktail:  
Put one sugar cube into a champagne 
flute; cover (only just) with brandy, 
add a splash of Curacao syrup and top 
up with your fizz of choice.  
 
 

 u3a day Mocktail 
Chill a glass and half fill it with orange 
Juice 
Gently pour through Monin Curacao 
syrup. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Blue Lagoon Mocktail 

Add mint leaves, 4 
teaspoons of lemon juice 
and 3 slices of lime to a 
glass. 
Muddle to release the 
flavours 
Add 2 tablespoons of 
Monin curacao syrup and 
ice 
Top up with tonic 
 
 
 
And my favourite - a Saphire Margarita 

of course - same recipe as last month but 
using Blue Curacao instead of Cointreau 

- here is one I prepared earlier this 
evening - I clearly need to work on my 
fruit peel 

spirals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I look forward to seeing and hearing 
about your favourite cocktails on u3a day 
- Wednesday 2nd 

June 18:30 on 
Zoom! 
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Angi’s Practice Walk 
 
Having signed up to walk from Niton to 
Ventnor on U3A day I thought I had better 
do a practice run (make that walk). I kept 
a close eye on the weather and decided 
to go for Friday 7th May which looked to 
be one of the very few lovely days this 
spring; I couldn’t have chosen a better 
day and was rewarded with beautiful 
sunshine and pleasant temperatures. 
 
My plan was to drive to the bottom of 
Barrack Shute in Niton, park the car, walk 
to Ventnor and get the No 6 Southern 
Vectis bus back to my car; an infrequent 
service, so with a bus leaving Ventnor at 
12.05, I made an early start at 8.30. 
It’s been a while since I walked this route 
and with two replacement hips and 
arthritis in my lower back I was somewhat 
apprehensive; however it was such a 
lovely morning that I soon forgot the 
aches and pains and just concentrated on 
a) the wonderful scenery and b) not losing 
my way; surely impossible to lose one’s 
way? Not so! I did take a wrong turn and 
ended up half way down the Cripple Path; 
big mistake! So cut my losses and made it 
back up to the cliff top, which turned out to 
be the right decision. 
 
Up above St Lawrence, where I used to 
take my boys to play, there is an inviting 

bench, where I sat and rang an old school 
friend in Norwich, a great walker who has 
done the SW Coastal Path and with whom 
I’ve walked bits of the IOW Coastal Path. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s a pity I don’t have one of those state of 
the art phones – I would love to have 
shown her the view from up there! 
Then descent through St Lawrence, past 
the coastguard cottages and heading past 
Orchard Bay towards the Botanic 
Gardens; down to Steephill Cove, where 
the café is open and I stop for a coffee 
and make use of the facilities, chat with 
Jane, daughter of Dave the longshoreman 
who is now in his 90s. 
 
The sun is still shining as I come into 
Ventnor, past ‘VENTNOR’ set with chalk 
into the grassy bank and descend to the 
esplanade and the end of my walk – well 
not quite – I have to walk up the steep 
pavement by the cascade to the town 
centre, where I wait, socially distanced, 
outside Boots for the No 6; I made it! 
 
Angi Millard 
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Spanish Beginners’  Group            
Walk and Talk 
 
 This short walk of about 3.5 miles will 
take place on Thursday 24th June 
starting at Alverstone Old Station and 
walking via Pedallers for coffee and 
returning via Newchurch.  
 

The walk starts at 1030 for 1045 and 
during the walk participants will speak as 
much Spanish as they can. Hope you 
can join us for a fun morning.  
 
Keith Pritchard   01983 407942      
keithswonderfulworld@gmail.com 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Spanish Beginners’ Group 
 
Ahh, dreams you say – but some of us 
are making our own little Spain here in 
the UK. Our Beginners’ Spanish Group 
are making magnificent progress in  
getting to grips with the language. Who 
would think that just a few weeks ago 
they could say nothing in Spanish but 
now they have sufficient command of the 
language to carry out many simple 
conversations. As summer approaches, 
we hope to add face to face meetings, 
tapas events and of course we must 
check out the quality of the vino. In the 
meantime we will continue our weekly 
fun learning sessions on Zoom in 

preparation for the fun times ahead. 
New learners are always welcome. 
Hasta entonces 
 
Keith Pritchard   01983 407942      
keithswonderfulworld@gmail.com 

Walk & Lunch Group 
 
We had a very enjoyable stroll around the Western Yar which looked very beautiful. 
Many of us lunched at the Red Lion and some took the easier route back to Yarmouth 
by bus. 
 
Next walks are Cowes June 23rd and Bembridge July 21st. 
 
For the Cowes walk we will meet at Egypt Point, Cowes, walk past The Woodvale 
along the coast to Thorness and then loop back in time for Lunch at The Woodvale or 
a picnic on the beach according to  weather, appetite and dietary preferences. 
 
Sally 
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Writing Group   
 
Inspiration : the process of being 
mentally stimulated to do or feel 
something, especially to do something 
creative.  "Helena had one of her 
flashes of inspiration". 
 
Members of our group are busy 
people and  it is sometimes a struggle 
to accomplish  much writing but there 
is time for thinking (occasionally) - 
jotting down an idea when it occurs to 
you is one way to have something to 
show for your efforts. It also means 
you have  made a start!  
 
Our  latest prompt 'rage/outrage' did 
not inspire everybody equally and 
elicited a variety of responses from 
essay to narrative piece.  After 
discussion, it was decided to keep the 
idea of a monthly prompt but as part 
of an alternative: prompt + free 
choice.  The prompt for June is 
'Animal'.  
 
We also discussed the issue of group 
coordinator: it was suggested we 

should rotate amongst the group's 
participants for more variety, 
freshness of approach  and general 
fun.  
 
Writers are hoping to attend the U3A 
big day meeting from 3.00 pm on the 
second of June at Church Litten park 
in Newport (opposite M&S).      
 
Wear your quill ! 
 
Christine 
 
 

All Groups are listed at www.u3awight.uk 
  

Please check with the group leader through groups@u3awight.uk for up to 
date information. 

Groups are now all operating remotely during the current lockdown. Organised 
beaches and Garden visits will resume as soon as possible. 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Fancy trying your quill at writing? - send the editor 
rogerskid@zen.co.uk a report of some aspect of Island life that you 

think would interest our membership. 
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Reading Group  
 
We met outside in May - and it was freezing!  We 
wore coats and shivered over our tea and cookies. 
Some brought books to lend and one of our 
members brought Lily of the Valley posies - a French 
traditional gift, given in May, for good luck. The 
books that we mentioned were many and varied and 
included "The Hill We Climb" by Amanda Groman, 
the amazing poem that stole the show at the Biden 
inauguration.  
 
We will tempt the weather once more in June and meet outside face to face  
on the 15th. 
 
 Sally 

And remember Internet Scrabble. 
Anytime (especially if wet), 

anywhere, at   
www.isc.ro 

 
Phone a friend and get a game 

going! 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

BEACHES     
 
The April Beach walk at Bembridge on 
the 28th April was very well attended. 
Everyone seemed really pleased to be 
able to be out and about and meeting 
people again. Unfortunately the tide 
was high so the walk was not on the 
beach but along a path parallel to the 
shore. The start point was opposite the 
Pilot Boat Inn and wound along a leafy 
lane, passing amazing houses and 
gardens to the Bembridge Life Boat 
Station and return. It was unseasonably 
chilly but everyone was well wrapped 
up and enjoyed the walk and the talk.  
 
 
 
 

 
The café where I had thought we would 
be able to have a coffee or a snack, 
should have been open but sadly was 
not. Maybe they were affected by the 
weather too. Instead, a few of us 
decided to go to The Propellor Inn 
where we had a delightful lunch sitting 
outside, and the sun finally decided to 
shine. 
 
There will be an organised Beach event 
on June 30th for walkers, readers, 
those who want to picnic, and if we are 
really lucky with the weather, 
swimmers. More details via email 
nearer the time. 
 
 

Carol 
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IoW U3A Film Studies Group  -  
Compare and contrast: viewing films and 
exchange ideas 

Do you watch films and wish you could 
discuss some of them with others? Now 
you can! IoW u3a's Film Studies group 
does just that: we provide a space for 
you to contribute your own ideas about 
films and to contrast them with others'. 
We rounded off our last session in May 
in just this fashion, finding that differing 
views of The King's Speech provided a 
useful and thought-provoking debate. 

Once a fortnight we talk about films that 
group members have watched 
individually beforehand. By necessity, 
films are chosen by members from 
amongst what Netflix has on offer: in this 
way we have just made the group's 
selection of films for the period up until 
mid-August. There is ample scope 
among the varied films chosen to have a 
series of fruitful exchanges of opinion. 
And even if a film is less than fascinating 
to one or another member, they can still 
find insightful aspects to share. 

Here are our group's dates and films for 
discussion over the next three months: 

9 June The Judge (David Dobkin, 2014) 
Robert Downey Jr, Robert Duvall, Vera 
Farmiga, Billy Bob Thornton. Big-city 
lawyer goes home and finds his father 
(the town judge) suspected of murder. 

23 June Sherpa (Jennifer Peedom, 
2015) Pasang Tenzing Sherpa, Phurba 
Tashi Sherpa, Russell Brice, Tim 
Medvetz. Documentary of the worst 
tragedy in the history of Everest (called 
Chomolungma by the Sherpas). 

7 July Wild Target (Jonathan Lynn, 
2010) Bill Nighy, Emily Blunt, Rupert 
Grint, Eileen Atkins. The best laid 
schemes o' mice an' hitmen gang aft 
agley … 

21 July The Best of Enemies (Robin 
Bissell, 2019) Taraji P Henson, Sam 
Rockwell, Babou Ceesay, Anne Heche. 
Civil rights activist Ann Atwater v. CP 
Ellis (Exalted Cyclops of the Ku Klux 
Klan) in the 1971 North Carolina school 
integration struggle. 

4 August My Octopus Teacher (Pippa 
Ehrlich & James Reed, 2020) Craig 
Foster, Tom Foster. The documentarist's 
relationship to an octopus in a South 
African kelp forest. 

18 August Love Wedding Repeat 
(Dean Craig, 2020) Sam Claflin, Olivia 
Munn, Freida Pinto. The brother of the 
bride juggles human and organisational 
problems at her wedding. 

If you fancy joining in, simply send a 
request to do so. The group holds 
fortnightly film discussions on Zoom on 
Wednesdays from 5.00-6.00pm. 

Jim Moody 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Our film for discussion on 21 July 
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Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Walk and Talk about 
Gardens 
 
Spring has definitely sprung, although 
the early morning temperatures have 
made us doubt it sometimes.  The 
gardens look so fresh and green and 
every day there is something new to 
see.  A few plants were lost during the 
winter, but perhaps less than first 
thought as their resistance to bad 
weather never fails to amaze me. 
Three new members have joined our 
group recently, but as we are still 
working with two groups, to keep within 
COVID guideline, we have not all met 
yet.  We hope to remedy this in the 
near future. 
 
On our visits it has been exciting 
seeing the changes in the gardens 
during this year of lockdown and of 
course discovering the gardens of new 
members, which are diverse in size, 
planting and ambitions of their owners.  

The interest lies not only with the 
plants, but also the use of space, 
especially in small gardens where 
inventiveness and creativity are called 
upon.  So many new ideas for us to 
borrow/ adapt for use in our own 
gardens. 
 
Now we have had some long awaited 
rain, we can start planting and move a 
few plants.  Some of my plants suffer 
from travel sickness as I search for a 
place where they will grow well.  
Sometimes you have to admit that a 
certain plant will not grow in your 
garden.  I had a good number of irises 
which had followed me from the last 
garden, but this garden is much smaller 
and they were not doing well.  I gave 
them to two other members of the 
group and they are now flowering well, 
so I and others can enjoy them. 
Enjoy your garden. 
 
Beryl Tillman  

 

Membership Portal   
 
A new addition to the website - on the 
membership page you can now see and 
update the details that we hold for you. 
Visit the website www.u3awight.uk  go to 
the membership page using the tabs at 
the top of the page.  Click on the 
Members’ Portal link at the bottom of the 
page. 
 
This opens a box asking you to verify 
your identity. To do this you will need 
your Membership Number - on the 
membership card sent to you when you 
joined or renewed - your first and second 
names (with capital initial letters) your 
postcode and your email address. 
 
 

 
If your identity is confirmed then you will 
be shown your membership record card. 
If the box just presents itself empty then 
there is a mismatch between the data we 
hold and the data that you have entered. 
Please try again, if it still fails then email 
me on membership@u3awight.uk with 
the details that you have entered and I 
will get back to you. 
 
e.g: 
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Technology and 
Communications Group 
 
I hope that members are finding the 
Technology and Communications Group 
helpful. I have made the presentations 
available online. If any member has 
suggestions for future topics for the group 
please get in touch.  
 
Report of the meeting Monday 10 May at 
14:00 on zoom 
 
The May presentation was about files and 
how to manage them.  One of the key 
points was the use of right click (mouse or 
tracker pad) to copy, paste, cut, to show 
file information.  How to organise find and 
search for files was also mentioned. 
 
File storage was also mentioned using 

USB sticks, external drives. Cloud storage 
was explained  and how this can be used 
to make files available across a number of 
devices and to synchronise files. The use 
of the cloud to back up files was also 
mentioned. 
 
During the course of the presentation the 
management of files on iPads, tablets and 
phones were discussed.  This will be  
explained in more detail in a future 
meeting. 
 
The next meeting will be on Monday 14 
June at 14:00 and will be about cameras 
and photography. How to transfer 
photographs from camera to computer. 
How to print photographs using online 
services. How to share photographs 
online. 
 
Fred Dawson 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

 
Click on link to the files management (PDF) presentation: 

 
https://tinyurl.com/fileorganising 
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Green Issues  
 
Our last meeting was “in person” in my 
garden which made a refreshing 
change and gave everyone the chance 
to get to know each other a bit better.     
Besides having a good chat about 
things in general and eating cake we 
discussed how we could reduce our 
carbon footprint both personally and 
nationally.    
 
To measure anything a “start” 
measurement is needed and then an 
“end” measurement taken to see if 
there is any improvement.    There are 
websites that can help with measuring 
personal carbon footprints, this is one 
of them: 
 https://tinyurl.com/footprint-results 
but there are other sites which could 
give slightly different results.    
Ideally the end measurement should be 
zero or better still a negative figure, 
i.e., offsetting more CO2 than you are 
producing, as this would help 
counteract the damage already done up 
to this moment in time.   As it is the 
“developed” countries who have 
produced the most pollution it is 
fitting that it is they who make the 
most effort to reduce it.    It would be 
interesting to compare the CO2 
footprint of a rural farmer who 
produces all his own food, organically, 
using solar panels (or alternatives) for 
energy in say, Africa, and the average 
person living on the Isle of Wight. 
 
It is heartening to see that more 
people, Companies and Governments 
are at last taking Climate Change 
seriously and the latest Bus Strategy 
document demonstrates this well: 
 
 https://tinyurl.com/bus-back-better.  
 

 Let’s hope the Isle of Wight Council 
takes full advantage of it.     
 
Our next meeting is at 2pm on the 4th 
June at 47 Downsview Gardens, 
Wootton Bridge, PO33 4LS (get off at 
the Cedars and walk through the 
alleyway to Downsview Gardens.)   We 
could add to the list and calculate our 
carbon footprints using different 
systems (and eat cake and chat).    We 
could also plan for the National Bus 
Strategy and start making a list of all 
the routes, timetables, improvements 
we would like our bus service to adopt, 
as this Strategy is very customer 
orientated.     
 
Please email me if you are coming at 
dinajung@gmail.com or ring me on 
07854 440557.    
 
 
If anyone wants ideas on how 
to reduce their carbon 
footprint the list of the 
suggestions we made is on the 
next page.   There are more 
ideas but I wanted to fit them 
all on one page for ease of use 
so that they can be printed off 
easily. 
 
 
Dina 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Ideas on the next page... 
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Family History and 
Genealogy Group  
 
...meets on the third Thursday in the 
month at 2pm. (on Zoom for the time 
being). 
 
Family History Group May Meeting   -   
Eight members met on Zoom on 20th May 
for a very successful meeting in spite of a 
brief computer glitch. This time we 
experimented using the Ancestry website 
and Zoom’s Screen Share for an 
interactive research session.  How to fit an 
ancestor into your Tree and finding the 
records for a couple of more elusive ones. 
 
We talked about DNA tests and looked at 
privacy settings on Ancestry and some of 
the ways that the records can be 
accessed through membership.                                                                                                    
We really could have done with much 
more time to discuss more of our research 
inconsistencies but these can all be 
looked into at future meetings. 
 

On 17 June, the group hopes to meet up 
at 12noon for Lunch at Quarr Abbey. The 
invitation is open to all Family History 
group members, spouses/partners. Please 
let me know as soon as you can, or at the 
latest by 10th June, if you would like to 
come along.  Quarr currently has a limited 
lunch menu and if this remains unchanged 
by June, we do have an alternative venue 
in mind. 
 
Email:  rhawebb@gmail.com   
 
We are all looking forward to that! 
 
Alison 
 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Oral History on the Isle of 
Wight – taking shape 
  

Summer, weather and gardening 
have kicked this into the long grass. 
Working lunch postponed until 
September. 
 
Email me on groups@u3awight.uk and 
we will set up a working lunch in 
September to brainstorm. 
 
Sally 
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Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

 
Discovery Days 

Starting in July (Covid willing) 
 

Join us as we plan Discovery Days Out 
This will be a selection of day trips to the mainland,  

run by Kardan Travel and Seaview Services. 
 

The Hampton Court Garden Festival;  Chelsea Flower Show 
Highclere Castle;  Downton Abbey 

Windsor;  Buckingham Palace 
Brighton 

Goodwood Festival 
Salisbury;  Bath;  Winchester Christmas Markets 

Crafterama at Alexandra Palace 
Mary Rose Museum, Portsmouth 

 
Many tours are under £50 and there is a discount if we have 

twenty or more passengers.  
 

call 
Diane York    

01983 752266  or 07944 125306 
 

penarthcardiff@gmail.com 
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WANTED   -   New committee members to help organise 
speaker meetings and coordinate groups. 
 
WANTED   -   German Group facilitator.  Do you speak German? 
Share your skills?  Please contact membership@iu3awight.uk  
 

..YOU are very much wanted!    
 

(please call Sally on 01983 740511) 

Wanted - modern Greek Speakers! 
 
Wanted   -  members to host New Members’ Coffee  
  mornings in their Gardens when  conditions allow 
 
Wanted   -  walkers to help coordinate the new Walk & 
   Lunch Group 
 
Wanted  -  someone willing to learn to be a bit Techi and 
help keep the website up to date - training given, no 
experience required. Does require access to the web and 
regular email use. 
 
Wanted   -  Community Writers to write to local   
  Newspapers and tell them what  we are up to. 
 
Wanted   -  volunteers to represent us for a half day at 
  Wolverton Summer Fair, September 4th and 5th 
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u3a  Summer Photography Competition 

S h   e      and/or Patterns  

                            of  Summer 

Send us your Summer Snaps!   
Let your creativity run wild! 

 
Send your compositions (with title) to your 

newsletter editor: 
 

rogerskid@zen.co.uk 
 

See entries to date:  https://tinyurl.com/entries-to-date 

 
Winner gets a year’s complimentary 

subscription to Isle of Wight u3a! 
 

It’s not too late to enter (deadline June 21st)! 



Page  17    

 

Save the Date – September 4th and 5th 

Wolverton Manor Garden Fair  
 

A weekend of fun, with nurseries, Elizabethans, music, falconry, 
kayaks in the moat, local crafts, food, drink and much more! 

 
Wolverton Manor's 2019 Garden Fair saw over 9,500 visitors helping 

to raise a record-breaking £25,000 for Age UK Isle of Wight  
 

This year Isle of Wight u3a will have a table to promote our activities 
and we are looking for volunteers to represent us. 
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Walk Eastern Yar nature reserve with Jamie Marsh 
Senior Reserves Manager of the Isle of Wight and 

Hampshire National Trust 
Friday July 9th  

 
We should see lots of invertebrates – butterflies, dragonflies, 

bees and a mix of woodland and wetland birds – no beavers yet.  
 

 
Jamie gave a fascinating talk on the Wilding of the Isle of Wight at our 
Speaker meeting in March. He was so enthusiastic about his subject, from 
moths to butterflies, bugs to beavers and the benefits that reintroducing 
beavers can bring for rewilding habitat and managing water ways. He was 
also passionate about the island’s potential for nature preservation. 
 

Beavers create habitats that allow hundreds of other species to return and 
flourish. They slow the flow of rivers, reducing the danger of flooding.   
The trust are hoping to reintroduce beavers into the Eastern Yar reserve. 
 

Meet 10:00 for 10:30 Newchurch, behind the Primary 
School  

 
Numbers will be limited – so please let me know that you 

will be coming. 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/iowu3a   closed group for members 
https://www.facebook.com/u3aWight    open page for the public 

Dates for your Diary – all queries to groups@iowu3a.uk 
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http://www.fionajaneweston.com 


