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The u3a is a UK-wide collection of 
locally-run interest groups that provides 
a wide range of opportunities to come 

together to learn for fun. We enjoy 
exploring new ideas, skills and activities 

together. 

 

Web:  www.u3awight.uk 
 

 Email: info@u3awight.uk 
 

Follow us on Twitter  @u3aWight 

Dear Members, 
 
On the beautiful sunny morning of 
Wednesday June the 2nd, National 
u3a Day, teams of walkers wearing 
yellow u3a hi-vis jackets covered the 
whole of our Isle of Wight coastal 
path in 26 sections. Participants tied 
blue and gold pompoms at start and 
finishing points of each section, 
circling the Island in the colours of the 
u3a.  In the afternoon u3a members, 
walkers and non-walkers met in 
Church Litten in Newport at our 
recently purchased, large, bright 
yellow gazebo in the park and had a 
picnic. In the gazebo was a large map 
of the Isle of  Wight with the names of 
all the walkers and their routes 
marked out to show where everyone 
had walked. In the evening there was 
a Zoom cocktail party. Cocktail 
recipes had been circulated - even a 
blue and yellow cocktail especially 
designed for the day. Those that 
attended raised their cocktail glasses 
in celebration of a successful day . 
 
We were very encouraged to receive 
a visit from Kate Collins, one of the 
Deputies of Susie Sheldon, Lord 

Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight. Kate 
was most interested in the hard work 
put into organising our celebration 
day. She applauded the efforts the 
Isle of Wight branch has made to 
keep in touch with members during 
the pandemic, helping them use 
Zoom, organising online coffee 
mornings, talks, walks, and safe 
outdoor activities in small groups, as 
permitted. Although surprised she 
had heard little of u3a, Kate certainly 
knows about us now! And she tells us 
she is keen to help in any way she 
can to promote the principles of u3a, 
encouraging more 'third agers' to start 
learning new things, meeting new 
people, and having fun. 

 

 

Please check for errors and omissions. News, articles and updates always welcome. 
Newsletter editor Roger Skidmore,  rogerskid@zen.co.uk, 01983 822900  

Welcome to the u3a   
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Isle of Wight 
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Generally speaking we were pleased with 
the day and we learned a lot about what 
went well and what we could do better 
next time. Many members took part in one 
way or another, planning, promoting, 
making ID labels, making pompoms, 
writing letters and emails, designing 
cocktail recipes, posting on FaceBook, 
and in the press, supporting, taking photos 
and of course walking. It was a true team 
effort and on the day it was lovely to see 
everyone in the park- even though it did 
rain. We might even do something similar 
next year!  
 
See photos below of Isle of Wight u3a 
day. If you have any photos of the day that 

you would like to share, or anything that 
you would like to write about your walk, 
we would welcome your contributions and 
can put them in the next newsletter.   
I look forward to seeing you all soon. 
 
Carol Bradshaw 
Chair 
 

Carol Bradshaw, Isle of Wight u3a chair chats to  Kate Collins, one of Susie Sheldon, 
Isle of Wight Lord Lieutenant’s Deputies in front of the map of walkers and our shiny 

new yellow gazebo. 
 

Visit the On the Wight article at https://tinyurl.com/iowu3a-day 
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u3a Day Isle of Wight Coastal Path Walk 

The u3a National Click and Save Scheme 
 
In the last newsletter I mentioned that there 
was to be a National u3a Click and Save 
rebate scheme for all u3a members. I 
registered our interest and a week ago I 
attended a Zoom presentation about how the 
scheme works. The scheme covers many 
national retailers including big brands such as 
Sainsburys, M&S, Costa Coffee and many 
more. There are individual store cards 
available or there is a multistore card which 
covers many stores. I do not yet have the 
details of that. 
 
If you are interested, let me know and you will 
be allocated a unique Isle of Wight Click and 
Save number which you will use to create 
your own Click and Save account online. As a 
member of the scheme you could then buy a 
single store card - say for M&S. By 'buy' a 
card I mean that you would order and load 
money onto a card either by post or online 
from the scheme. Each time you 
subsequently shop in M&S you would use 
your loaded rebate card. You would pay the 

full price for the goods but a rebate 
representing x% of the total price would be 
credited to your account. X% being whatever 
rebate M&S offers in this scheme. It would 
seem that different stores offer different 
rebates. In this example you would still get 
Sparks card points with your purchase. 
 
There is no cost to you or to our u3a for 
signing up to the scheme. You save as you 
shop and local u3as will gain 10% of any 
savings members make (not deducted from 
the members' savings!). 
 
It sounds complicated but in practice it is very 
simple once you are set up. If you are 
interested let me know and I will organise a 
Zoom session (or even a face to face 
meeting) to explain it all in detail and answer 
questions.  
 
Carol 
 
Contact me on chair@u3aWight.uk 
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“A traveller came upon three men 
working. He asked the first man what he 
was doing and the man said he was laying 
bricks. He asked the second man the 
same question and he said he was putting 
up a wall. When he got to the third man 
and asked him what he was doing he said 
he was building a cathedral."   
 
I think of this story whenever I think about 
the u3a.  Are you a member of your u3a?  
Or do you think further afield?  There are 
over 1,050 u3as in the UK, with over 
400,000 members.  We are part of a huge 
movement, of which we should be 
extremely proud. 
 
Did you know that Lymington u3a is a 
member of the New Forest Network of 
u3as, of which there are currently 13 
members?  I am the co-ordinator for this 
network, which is currently holding 
meetings every two months.  We have 
found the mutual support and exchange of 
technical know-how and solutions to 
problems we all share extremely useful, 
especially during Covid.  Co-operation 
between u3as is vital   - the Zoom licence 
which Milford-on-Sea bought has been 
shared, not only with Lymington but two 
other New Forest u3as. Other networks co
-operate too, and Southampton and South 
Central Network have held joint 
workshops and seminars, to which New 
Forest Network has been invited, covering 
such topics as Beacon, Hybrid Meetings, 
Recruitment and Retention and PR and 
Publicity, to name only a few.  Over the 
past several months these have all been 
on Zoom - help has been available on this 
topic also. 
 
Lengthen the focus again, and you see 
the South East Region, which is the 
largest in the country, stretching from 
Buckinghamshire to Kent.  Each Region 
elects a Regional Trustee, and there is a 
team of Trust Volunteers who offer 
assistance to u3as.  We are fortunate that 
the Team Leader of the SE Region  
Support Team is our own past Chairman, 
Hilvary Robinson. 

 
Beyond the Regions is the Third Age 
Trust, to which all u3as are affiliated.  
Their office is in London - not a "head 
office", but a central hub where the 
management of the Trust takes place.  It's 
not a "top down" structure; the Board has 
elected officers, regional trustees, and a 
small salaried staff.  It performs essential 
functions such as arranging insurance and 
performing rights licences.  The Trust and 
SE Region have their own websites, 
packed with help and news - well worth 
looking into. 
 
If u3as, networks and SERN are the 
building blocks,, communication is the 
mortar holding the whole edifice together.  
That's why it is so useful to have the 
meetings and workshops, Network Links, 
the annual conference and summer 
schools (if you've never been to a 
Summer School or Annual Conference, I 
thoroughly recommend them).  Look at all 
that's on offer at the forthcoming Net Fest: 
https://tinyurl.com/iwu3a-network 
I think we should celebrate being part of 
such a vibrant organisation - think big, see 
the whole picture. 
 
Barbara Warburton 
New Forest Network Co-ordinator 
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Reading Group  
 
We met outside and the sun shone. We talked books 
again - never a shortage of things to say.  We 
pondered on how we would each define 'good 
writing'. Obviously there are many different qualities 
to consider, some essential, but many that can be 
missing from what might still be called a good 
read. We were all attracted by economical prose and 
the poetic, clear and evocative images of the 
beautifully translated 'A Whole Life' by Robert 
Seethaler.  
We talked of other books including the writing of Sebastian Barry, which was 
recommended and 'The Truth About The Harry Quebert Affair' by Joël Dicker, also 
recommended as a very readable murder mystery. 
Finally an apology to Amanda Gorman whose name was misspelled in last month's 
newsletter. Her amazing poem is available in book form and is well worth a read - or 
indeed a second or a third read. It is so beautiful. We will meet again on 6th July and 
then take a break in August, resuming on September 7th. 
 
 Sally 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

BEACHES     
 
The June Beaches event was held at 
Totland Bay on June 30th. The plan 
was that it should be more a of  a 
Beach get-together than a walk. 
However the weather, though clement, 
was not quite good enough for sitting, 
picnicking and swimming. It did not 
seem to matter one bit. People met and 
walked in the sunshine, some had 
rather good looking ice-creams at 
Colwell Bay and then strolled back. 
Others (having booked a table) had 
lunch at the very recently opened "The 
Bay' on the pier which was pleasant 
and the view, of course, was beautiful. 
A good time was had by all. 
 
 
For the next Beach event, on the 28th 
July, we will return to Yaverland. All 
members and friends are welcome, to 
walk, talk, picnic and anything else you  

 
 
fancy. The meeting time will be 
confirmed nearer the date. 
 
Carol 
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Spanish Beginners’  Group            
Tapas  and Talk 
 
Sandown  - 
Thursday July 22nd 14.00 contact: 
 
Keith Pritchard   01983 407942      
keithswonderfulworld@gmail.com 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Spanish Beginners’ Group 
 
Ahh, dreams you say – but some of us 
are making our own little Spain here in 
the UK. Our Beginners’ Spanish Group 
are making magnificent progress in  
getting to grips with the language. Who 
would think that just a few weeks ago 
they could say nothing in Spanish but 
now they have sufficient command of the 
language to carry out many simple 
conversations. As summer approaches, 
we hope to add face to face meetings, 
tapas events and of course we must 
check out the quality of the vino. In the 
meantime we will continue our weekly 

fun learning sessions on Zoom in 
preparation for the fun times ahead. 
New learners are always welcome. 
Hasta entonces 
 
Keith Pritchard   01983 407942      
keithswonderfulworld@gmail.com 

Spanish Walk and Talk 
 
This new venture for our learning group 
proved most enjoyable. The walk started 
at the railway crossing in Alverstone and 
slowly made its way to Pedallers' Café in 
Newchurch. Initial nerves gave way to 
animated chat and hand gestures which 
would make even a tick-tack man 
envious. 
 
 Some hilarious errors accompanied by 
animated laughter made the whole event 
one that must be repeated. Everybody 
had chance to speak at their appropriate 
level, new words and phrases were 
learned and we gelled into a coherent 

supportive group. Some of us got so 
animated that we spoke to passers by in 
Spanish to their utter confusion and our 
own surprise! This is definitely the way to 
learn a foreign language once one has a 
basic command of simple vocabulary and 
grammar.   
 
Next time we are going participate in a 
Tapas afternoon with the same purpose of 
making learning fun and realistic. Hope 
you will join us then if you would like to 
see it in action.  
Te invito. Hasta luego.    
 
Keith Pritchard   01983 407942      
keithswonderfulworld@gmail.com 
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Writing Group   
 
This is not fiction, it actually 
happened!  
The writers’ group met in person on 
the 3rd of June in Shanklin.  There 
were only four of us and we sat 
outside in the sun for a bit, until it 
started to rain  and we adjourned to 
the kitchen but still with the door open. 
We had quite a long discussion on 
what constitutes good writing, an 
elusive concept.  As part of it, we 
looked at an extract from 'Half of a 
Yellow Sun' by  Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie .  It is part of our search to 
look at the writing of people from 
around the world. It was a 
fruitful  exercise: an accessible style, 
engaging characters, a desire to know 
more  - were all elements needed to 

keep us interested. How can we 
achieve this in our own writing? We 
already read each other's work and 
offer constructive criticism. More 
exploration of techniques was thought 
useful. 
Diligent writers had produced stories 
on the theme of 'animal'; and 'window' 
was the next challenge, yielding quite 
rapidly several very varied stories: 
always a pleasure to see how we 
interpret the cue. Why not have a go? 
 
Our next meeting will take place on 
Thursday 1st of July in Brighstone, 
starting at 3pm. Let's hope we can sit 
in the garden... 
 
Christine 
 
 

All Groups are listed at www.u3awight.uk 
  

Please check with the group leader through groups@u3awight.uk for up to 
date information. 

Groups are now all operating remotely during the current lockdown. Organised 
beaches and Garden visits will resume as soon as possible. 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 
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Fancy trying your quill at writing - send the editor 
rogerskid@zen.co.uk a report of some aspect of Island life that you 

think would interest our membership? 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Proposal to begin a  
‘Non-Fiction Book Group’ 
 
Most U3A Book groups across the 
country seem to  select works of fiction to 
read and discuss, but some are explicitly 
concerned with works falling under the 
broad description of ‘Non-Fiction’.   It’s a 
very broad category and could include 
works concerned with history, 
biographies, popular science, philosophy, 
politics, nature, ecology, religion, health, 
the occult, through to polemics on pretty 
much anything!  The range is potentially 
huge! 
 
As new members of the Isle of Wight 
U3A, we met during an online welcome 
meeting, discovered a common interest in 
non-fiction and quickly  thought it worth 
sounding out members to see if there 
might be interest in forming a Non-Fiction 
Group  here.   
 
Initial thoughts are that the features of 
such a group might include: 
 
Monthly meetings, hopefully ‘in person’, 
beginning in October 2021  
Meetings held at the homes of members 
able to offer to host them, or elsewhere 
by agreement….unless we still have 
Covid restrictions, in which case by Zoom 

Books would be proposed and selected 
by members at each meeting for review 
and discussion at later meetings - one 
per meeting 
Discussions would be led by the member 
who proposed the book. 
 
We have in mind a group of 7-9 
members.  If more are interested, parallel 
groups can be established. 
 
If you might be interested in joining such 
a group and would like to be kept in touch 
with how things develop, please email 
Nigel Hastings 
at  hastingsnigel01@gmail.com 
 
Nigel Hastings and Alan 
Wagstaffe 

And remember Internet Scrabble. 
Anytime (especially if wet), 

anywhere, at   
www.isc.ro 

 
Phone a friend and get a game 

going! 
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IoW U3A Film Studies Group  
Compare and contrast: viewing films 

and exchange ideas 

Movies that move you... 

Sometimes you can get riled up at life's 
unfairness. Something in the news 
horrifies you. And when you watch a film, 
it too can have a powerful effect. We had 
that in Film Studies in mid-June. It might 
be a surprise to know that it was a 
documentary that brought out members' 
strong feelings. But it was. We had 
watched Sherpa, which told of how 16 
mountain guides died on Everest in one 
disaster. Depiction of the injustices and 
exploitation were left for the viewer to 
digest: the human feelings evoked were 
powerful.  

That is real film, and it's what we try to 
come to terms with in our discussions 
every fortnight. I have shared this so you 
might get a sense of what we deal with, 
trying to get a grip on how films work and 
how they are important in life. If you are 
not already involved by all means give 
the Film Studies group a try: you are 
more than welcome. 

Members choose what films we are to 
discuss each fortnight. On 7 July we 
shall tackle Wild Target (2010), starring 
Bill Nighy, Emily Blunt, and Eileen 
Atkins; later, on 21 July comes our stab 
at understanding The Best of Enemies 
(2019), which deals with the 1971 North 
Carolina school integration struggle. On 
past performance, members are likely to 
come up with a couple of interesting 
discussions of these films. 

No break for us in August! My Octopus 
Teacher kicks off the month, followed 
two weeks later by Love Wedding 
Repeat, allowing us the contrast once 
more of a documentary followed by 
drama, this time a comedy. 

The group meets fortnightly on 
Wednesdays for film discussions on 
Zoom at 5.00pm and lasting about an 
hour. Currently, we watch films on Netflix 
individually. 

Jim Moody 

Group Convenor 

 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Our film for discussion on Wednesday 21st  July 
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Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Walk and Talk about 
Gardens 
 
At last we have come together as one 
group, instead of two parts and 
celebrated with a lunch, in the garden, 
of course. 
 
Beryl Tillman  

Discovery Days 
 
If you like the idea of Discovery Days and don't 
feel quite ready for a coach trip email Diane York 
and let her know so that she can keep the kettle 
simmering for the autumn. Or maybe suggest a trip 
that doesn't need a coach - how about Portsmouth 
and the Mary Rose museum? 
 
Diane York,  01983 752266  or 07944 125306 
penarthcardiff@gmail.com 

Walk & Talk Group 
 
The Walk and Lunch group met on a 
bright sunny day - the first following much 
rain. The initial adventurous plan to strike 
out from Gurnard along the coastal path 
and enjoy the beauty of Thorness 
Bays and the Isle of Wight Area of Natural 
Beauty had to be reconsidered on 
account of the mud revealed on a test 
walk the weekend before.   
 
Plan B: Instead we enjoyed a 
leisurely stroll along the seafront to 
Cowes and back again - some more 
leisurely than others! We then regrouped 
for lunch at the Woodvale.  

 
Everyone's tastes were catered for - 
from houmous and dips with mineral 
water to delicious prawns cooked in garlic, 
mussels, fish and chips, ale and pud. And 
after lunch some were already planning 
their next trip to eat at the Woodvale. It 
was sociable and fun.  
 
The next walk will be July 21st. The route 
will depend on the weather, details nearer 
the time - and we will finish with lunch at 
The Propellor Inn, Bembridge. 
 
Sally 
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Technology and Communications Group 
 
The June meeting was about how to get photographs from the camera or phone to a 
computer and then how to upload them onto Photobox and order prints. The online 
sharing of images using social media on sites such as Flickr was discussed. In the light 
of possible changes to COVID restrictions the format of the Technology and 
Communications group was discussed. It was felt the Technology and Communications 
group would continue to use zoom. Physical meetings involve costs and travel. The 
software and data used is hosted on home computers and networks and there would be 
difficulties at remote venue.  
 
The July meeting is at 14:00 Monday 12th July. The topics will include computer viruses 
and a tutorial on the use of zoom. 
 
Photobox: https://www.photobox.co.uk 
Flickr: https://www.flickr.com 
Fred’s own Flickr:  https://www.flickr.com/photos/fwp-dawson/ 
Fred’s Presentation on Dropbox: https://tinyurl.com/iwu3a-photos 
and IW Photo Society: https://www.iowphotosoc.org.uk/ 
 
 
Fred Dawson 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Green Issues - 
The time for talk is over... 
 

To allow time for any changes members have 
made to reduce their carbon footprint the Green 
Issues Group meetings will be suspended over 
the summer and I will let you know later when 
they will resume again.    Here is the list again 
that we collated with some ideas that help with 
lowering personal CO2 emissions in case you 
missed it in the last Newsletter.    

 
The Third Age Trust has just done a very 
interesting presentation on Climate Change 
which practically duplicates what we have been 
doing in our Group.    I am hoping it has been 
recorded and will be put on YouTube so that you 
can all see it - will let you know when I get 
notified, have a good summer and for those with 
panels, happy generating.  
 

Dina 
See over... 

One way to do it (Ed.) 

TechTip:  if viewing online, web links 
underlined in blue usually connect 
direct to the internet 
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Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 
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Family History and 
Genealogy Group  
 
...usually meets on the third Thursday in 
the month at 2pm. (on Zoom for the time 
being) but will be having a Summer recess 
for 2 months during July and August . We 
will reconvene on Zoom at 2pm Thurs 
September 16th. 
 
Members of the Family History Group met 
at Quarr Abbey on June 17th for a 
Summer Lunch. The weather was hot, so 
we were grateful to be inside the café in 
the cool.                                                                                                                          
This lunch was an excellent opportunity 
for socialising because until now we have 
always met on Zoom.  We reunited with 

old friends last seen in person months ago 
and got to know those who we have only 
ever seen on a screen.  
An enjoyable exchange of lively 
conversation ranged across the wide and 
varied enthusiasms and interests of us all 
- we all had a good time and enjoyed the 
company.  
The group will now be taking a two-month 
summer recess and will meet up again on 
Zoom in September to think about 
planning for our wintertime hobby!   
Alison 
 
 
email:  rhawebb@gmail.com   
 
Alison 
 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

TechTip  - for Windows users, if viewing online then pressing CTRL + L  
or  F11 key will usually provide a full screen version of this newsletter.    

(For Mac it’s “Command-shift-F”) 
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u3a  Summer Photography Competition 

S h a p e s     and/or Patterns  

                            of  Summer 
 

Results! 
See all entries and comments:  https://tinyurl.com/entries-to-date 

Beryl Wells  - “Marine Boundaries” - equal 3rd 
I like the way the photographer has used the groyne to 
divide the image into two triangles and a rectangle. The 
groyne itself adds a sense of power as it leads the eye into 
the distance  

Paul Bowskill  - “Isle of Wight Tomatoes”  - 1st 
This a beautiful image. The colours give feel of summer 
warmth, the  green contrasting well with the yellows and 
reds. The drops of water 
give a feeling of freshness. All in all a well seen 
photograph and technically well done.  

Jane Bowskill  “Teddy Bears’ Picnic” - 2nd 
Well photographed with lots of interest. The lighting 
gives a bright summery feel to the image. The 
smiling bears add a sense of fun . 

Beryl Wells  - ”A World Within” - equal 3rd 
A well seen pattern photograph. Subtle shades of 
green. The leaves lead your eye to the centre of the 
flower which forms the focal point of the image . 
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Shapes of Osborne  
Valerie Evans 
Plenty of colour. Straight 
and curved boarders give 
sense of nature   
being controlled and 
constrained.  
  
Plants growing in Garden  
Beryl Tilman 
Good arrangement of colours. I 
like the use of soft lighting. 
  
Tree End    
Jim Moody 
Well seen and well 
photographed. 
  
Beside the Seaside   
Jim Moody 
Nice use of tones and I like the 
ripples in the sand. 
  
Unfolding Fern   
Alison Webb 
These make a great subject, 
the curl leading the eye into the 
centre of  the photograph. 
  
Heron up High   
Alison Webb 
Well taken photograph I like 
the shades of grey. 
  
Bladderwrack Seaweed 
Elizabeth Fox   
Lovely colours and the wet 
sheen adds feeling. 
  
Groynes, Pebbles & 
Shadows   
Elizabeth Fox 
I like the repetition and the way 
the image is vertically divided. 
  
 
My New Puppy   
Diane York 
This image tells a story of young 
life exploring the world and 
hopefully   
avoiding a fall. 

  
Unnamed 01   
Angi Millard 
Dahlia always a good subject 
well taken and good colours. 
  
 
Unnamed 02   
Angi Millard 
The purple contrasts well 
against the dark greens. 
  
 
Tulip Tree   
Jan Tavill 
Well taken I like the way in 
which the shallow depth of field 
blurs  the background. 
  
 
Shades of Summer   
Irene Dorsett 
The path leads your eye 
into the image. Lovely 
blossom. 
  
Firestone Copse Glade 
in Summer   
Paul Bowskill 
I like the way in which 
the photograph was 
taken with the trees 
converging. 
  
Petals Unfolding to Show a 
Heart of Gold   
Debbie Bonnett 
Well taken with none of the white 
blown. The dark background 
works  very well. 
  
 
Digitalis Stairway to Heaven 
Debbie Bonnett   
Always an excellent subject. 
The bottom half of the image 
with the dark  background 
works well. 
  

See all entries: 
  https://tinyurl.com/entries-to-date 
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Wolverton Manor Garden Fair  4th/5th September 
 

A weekend of fun, with nurseries, Elizabethans, music, falconry, kayaks in the 
moat, local crafts, food, drink and much more! 

 
Wolverton Manor's 2019 Garden Fair saw over 9,500 visitors helping to raise a 

record-breaking £25,000 for Age UK Isle of Wight  
 

This year Isle of Wight u3a will have a table - or maybe our new bright yellow 
gazebo - and we need volunteers. We need volunteers to hand out leaflets to 
visitors for half a day (free entry to the show for the other half) and we need a 

few  fresh and willing volunteers to come and take down at 17:00 Sunday - 
when those who have been there all day will be exhausted.  

 
Have you visited our website? Are you curious about how websites work? 

Would you like to learn? We need someone to help keep the website up to date. It is 
very straightforward and there is lots of help available. Every month information is 

sent in by group coordinators among others for the newsletter and the website 
needs updating accordingly - just a couple of hours a month. Interested? 
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Our meetings are held at 14:00 on the 
second Thursday of the Month. 

We intend to continue meeting on Zoom for next term although 
we hope to end the term with  

a Winter Social face to face - fingers crossed. 

September 9th: David Gane  
“When Chimps are Smarter than People” 

 
David Gane looks at subjects as varied as world terrorism and marathon times 
for the over 60's and explains how our minds are "hard-wired" to give us wrong 

answers.  He suggests ways we can recognise these when they occur; and 
argues that the world is in better shape than we think! 

 
October 14th:  Dr Ruth Waller (MCIfA) 

 The former Isle of Wight County Archaeologist 
 Followed by AGM 

 
November 11th: Bryan Macdonald 

Symbolic Weaving 
 

December 9th Winter Social and Vox Pop 
The Vox Pop is your opportunity to share something that you are 

passionate about – just a 5 minute window.  

 
We now have a complete programme of speakers for the Autumn. 
This would be the perfect time for one or two people to volunteer to 
organise speakers for 2022 with plenty of time to think!  We could 

run a mix of online and face to face meetings to keep open the 
possibility of speakers from further afield. We do not have to stick 

with a Thursday afternoon. 
 The vision could be yours. 

Autumn Speaker Meeting Programme  
Open to All Members 
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Walk Eastern Yar nature reserve with Jamie Marsh 
Senior Reserves Manager of the Isle of Wight and 

Hampshire National Trust 
Friday July 9th  

 
We should see lots of invertebrates – butterflies, dragonflies, 

bees and a mix of woodland and wetland birds – no beavers yet.  
 

 
Jamie gave a fascinating talk on the Wilding of the Isle of Wight at our 
Speaker meeting in March. He was so enthusiastic about his subject, from 
moths to butterflies, bugs to beavers and the benefits that reintroducing 
beavers can bring for rewilding habitat and managing waterways. He was 
also passionate about the island’s potential for nature preservation. 
 

Beavers create habitats that allow hundreds of other species to return and 
flourish. They slow the flow of rivers, reducing the danger of flooding.   
The trust are hoping to reintroduce beavers into the Eastern Yar reserve. 
 

Meet 10:00 for 10:30 Newchurch, behind the Primary 
School  

 
Numbers will be limited – so please let me know that you 

will be coming  membership@u3awight.uk. 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/iowu3a   closed group for members 
https://www.facebook.com/u3aWight    open page for the public 

Dates for your Diary – all queries to groups@iowu3a.uk 
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