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Dear Members, 
 
I hope that you have had a pleasant and 
restful August and have enjoyed the 
sunshine when it deigned to appear.  Re-
energised from our break it looks as if we 
now have a very busy few months ahead 
of us. In this newsletter you will find a full 
calendar of events on offer for 
September, something for practically 
every day of the month, and some key 
dates for October including the date of 
our AGM on October the 14th. 
 
The first few pages of this edition focus 
on Committee matters…. and your 
committee matters!  We are a small 
group, too small, and we need more of 
you to become involved. Please read the 
committee pages carefully and get in 
touch before the AGM to let us know how 
you can help. During the next twelve 
months we need to grow the committee 
to ensure the future of the isle of wight 
u3a. 
 
Our first event in September is the 
Wolverton Manor Garden Fair. We will be 
there on September the 4th and 5th 
promoting our u3a. Bring your friends and 
neighbours and visit our bright yellow 
gazebo to say hello to us. Thank you to 
those of you who are volunteering to help 
over the weekend and to Dina and Sally 
for all their work behind the scenes in 
preparation for the event and for gaining 
another opportunity to spread the word. 

 
It is encouraging to see that a number of 
new groups are starting in September. I 
am particularly looking forward to 
attending the first 'Discovery Day' on the 
24th September "Isle and Empire'. Thank 
you to Diane York for offering to run this 
new group. Details of all of the new 
groups starting in September are in this 
Newsletter 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the 
speaker meeting on the 9th of 
September, 'When Chimps are Smarter 
than People' by David Gane, and at the 
various group activities during the month.  
 
Carol Bradshaw 
Chair 
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Committee  commitee@u3awight.uk 

Annual General Meeting 
Thursday October 14th, 

15:30 on Zoom 
  

The AGM is your opportunity to support your committee 
and influence the future shape of your organisation -  

the Isle of Wight u3a. 

Your Committee needs You 
  
Unfortunately Jim has had to stand down 
as Vice-chair for personal reasons. 
  
We need a new Vice-Chair to remain 
viable. The Vice-Chair is one of the four 
principal officers of the organisation.  
These officers are responsible for the 
proper running of the organisation. 
 
The other principal officers are: 
Chair: Carol Bradshaw 
Secretary: Dina Jung 
Treasurer: Sally Forster 
  
The main role of the vice-chair is to 
support the chair, Carol. In the first 
instance that means attending most of the 
monthly committee meetings on Zoom, 
deputising if need be for Carol’s absence, 
and sharing responsibility with the other 
officers for everything that we do. 
  
Once established as part of the committee  
the vice-chair can find their own niche to 
support the development of the 
organisation wherever your interests lie. 
Jim had just begun to take an interest in 
marketing us, with the goal of placing one 
article a month with the local press. 
Marketing is something we are in need of 
but it is not the remit of the vice-chair. 

  
   
In addition to a new vice-chair we would 
welcome people to step forward and help 
in any way that you feel able. At the 
moment we are all multi-tasking. We need 
help with membership, with groups  - both 
leading and organising, with newsletter 
copy, with marketing, press releases, with 
social media, with events, with inspiration. 
 
A new treasurer would be very welcome  - 
or even an understudy treasurer. A 
straightforward job, low time commitment. 
Whatever your interest or skills we have a 
space for you. 
 
Contact Carol on chair@u3awight .uk   for 
an informal chat. 
 
Please consider joining us on the 
committee between now and the AGM (just 
two meetings on Zoom) to see who we are, 
what we do and how it feels. 
  
It has its own rewards being part of the 
committee  - meet new people, make a 
difference. Support more people to ... 
Learn, laugh, Live 
  
More hands make lighter work. 
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Committee  commitee@u3awight.uk 

Your Committee 

Carol Bradshaw 
  Chair 

 
chair@u3awright.uk 

 

Roger Skidmore 
Newsletter 
 Web Editor 

editor@u3awight.uk 

Sally Forster 
Treasurer 

 Also Membership Secretary 
 and Group Coordinator 
accounts@u3awight.uk 

Fred Dawson 

fred.wp.dawson@googlemail.com 

Dina Jung 
Secretary 

 
info@u3awight.uk 
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Committee  commitee@u3awight.uk 

The constitution of the u3a is very clear—officers may not serve for longer than 
three years in any one capacity. Your existing officers— Carol, Dina and Sally 
have now served for 2 years. By next October we will need a new chair, a new 
business secretary, a new Treasurer and we need a new Vice-Chair now. 
Please consider stepping up to help. Without new officers Isle of Wight u3a will 
cease to exist. 
 
This is what we do: 

Officer Role Chair: Carol Bradshaw 
Apart from chairing the monthly meetings of our Board of  Trustees, I see my job of 
Chair as being a visible presence in our u3a and Isle Wight community, promoting the 
organisation and the benefits of the u3a both internally and to the outside world. I 
attend as many events in our u3a calendar as I can and enjoy meeting up with you all. 
I am willing to stand for election for one more year. 
 
Officer Role Vice Chair: Vacant 
The role of Vice-Chair is to  support the chair, deputise for the chair and the smooth 
running of the board. 
 
Officer Role Business Secretary: Dina Jung 
Dealing with incoming emails and letters.  Sending out agendas,  recording and 
distributing the minutes of meetings.  Keeping records of risk assessments, insurance, 
and other miscellaneous correspondence.  Attending Zoom meetings with main u3a 
where relevant.    About 4 hours a month.  
I am willing to stand for another year.  
 
Officer Role Treasurer: Sally Forster 
The role of the treasurer is to ensure that membership income and expenditure is  
accurately accounted for. It is the responsibility of all members of the board to ensure 
that the funds are used only for the declared purposes of the charity. I am happy to 
stand for re-election for one more year although this is a very straightforward job and I 
would be delighted if someone else would volunteer as I also have several other hats. 
Time commitment about one hour a month plus attending the monthly Zoom 
committee meetings plus about 1 day a year to produce the annual report. 
I am willing to stand for another year.  
 
 
Non officer roles: 
Newsletter and Website editor: Roger Skidmore 
I am happy to stand for one more year. 
 
Fred Dawson:  
Photography and Technology Groups 
I was co-opted onto the board following the last AGM. I am happy to stand for election. 
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Membership & Accounts  membership@u3awight.uk 

Our membership is steadily increasing—we now have 96 members and £1300 in the 
bank. Trying to anticipate a budget for the months ahead requires more than a crystal 
ball and we are fairly confident that we have the money to do what we need to do. 
 
It seems likely that we are heading in to a winter of social distancing. It also seems 
likely that there will be little in the way of government behavioural guidance, another 
lockdown seems unlikely. Individual responsibility. Attend the AGM on October 14th on 
Zoom and let us know what you think we should be planning for. Should we be 
planning live speaker meetings or should we stick with Zoom? Will you attend one of 
the Theatre evenings or do you prefer films on Netflix followed by a Zoom chat? Safety 
over Variety? Should we continue with our strategy of outdoor events rather than 
indoor groups? Let your committee know. 
 
The u3a umbrella body are increasing their capitation levy from £3.50 to £4.00 in 2022 
and, having held our membership fee steady for 2021 we now have the funds to go 
into 2022 without needing to increase them so it will stay at £20. Your membership fee 
also pays a £1 fee for the use of the u3a central database software and for the postage 
on five copies a year of the third age trust magazine, Third Age Matters. 

 

Joining Groups on-line 
 
You can now sign up for some events and 
groups on-line through the membership 
portal on the website. The membership 
portal, described in the June issue, is 
reached through the membership tab on 
the welcome page of the site.  It can also 
be used to change your email address 
and be used to join or leave a group. We 
will be trialling it with the Photography 
Group and with the September Walk and 
Lunch. 
 
Visit the website www.u3awight.uk  go to 
the membership page using the tabs at 
the top of the page.  Click on the 
Members’ Portal link at the bottom of the 
page. 
 
This opens a box asking you to verify your 
identity. To do this you will need your 
Membership Number, your first and 
second names (with capital initial letters) 
your postcode and your email address.  
 

These details will be included in the email 
that brings you your newsletter  - so they 
will always be to hand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If your identity is confirmed then you will 
be asked whether you want to update 
your details or go to the groups page. 
 
If the box just re-presents empty then 
there is a mismatch between the data we 
hold and the data that you have entered. 
Please try again. The data in the email 
that I sent you should make it work!  
If it still fails then email me on 
membership@u3awight.uk and I will get 
back to you. 
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New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Theatre Club 
 
Hello  I am Glenys Lloyd Williams and 
will be the administrator for this new 
group. 
 
The autumn/winter is ideal for getting back 
to the theatre in its many forms. I can’t 
wait for Cineworld live streams to come 
back.  I just love it all.   
 
We have six members already.  If you 
would like to join us, email your location 
and transport situation to 
groups@u3awight.uk as soon as possible. 
 
I thought it would be nice for us all to have 
a chat initially about our preferences and 
ideas. I will be sending out ZOOM LINK to 
group members for an informal meeting 
on Friday 10th September at 5.30pm.  
 
You can join on ipad, desk top, laptop or 
phone. Just click on the link in the email at 
5.25ish and wait. 
 
You may have to click on OPEN if it pops 
up but not LAUNCH!  
No passcode.   
 
Please let me know if you can attend: 
Glenys - enjoyaplay@outllook.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Theatres will be following government 
guidelines regarding masks, sanitizers 
etc.  Normally, there will be access to 
refreshments before the show and during 
intervals.  The smaller, local theatres have 
inexpensive tariffs, because they are run 
by volunteers and members. 
 
You will need to buy your own ticket, let 
me know and we may arrange to meet up 
beforehand.   
 

It is vital that you allow enough time to 
park etc. You may not be let in if you are 
late. 

 
Glenys Lloyd Williams 
 
 

 

New Groups - 5 new groups  (so far)  starting in the autumn. 
 
Photography, Discovery Days, Theatre, Local History and a Second Walk and 
Talk Gardens. Details can be found in the following 4 pages. If we still do not 
have a group that suits you, then please email  groups@u3awight.uk. 



Page  7    

 

New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Review -  Bembridge Little Theatre Club.     
‘A Bard in the Hand’  by Maureen Sullivan.   
 
On Friday 13th August Irene and I spent a pleasant evening watching the show. The 
performance was in the Bembridge Village Hall. This is a nice comfortable venue with 
drinks being served from the kitchen. The atmosphere was friendly but the the hall 
lacked proper ventilation. The players put their hearts and souls into the energetic  
performance and raised many a laugh. They must have spent a lot of time rehearsing 
as there was no need for prompting. There was the  usual pantomime “it’s behind you. 
We came away very happy as we won a nice bottle of Port in the raffle. 

Peter 

 
A selection of future events:  
 
Shanklin Theatre - John Suchet on Tchaikovsky. 
Sunday 26th September 7.30pm  £15.  I have booked.  01983 868000 or website. 
  
Bembridge Little Theatre Club (Village Hall) – Nunsence.  
11th-14th November £8?  Musical comedy by Dan Goggin.    07841 950261 
  
Shanklin Theatre - Russian State Ballet Sleeping Beauty.  
Sunday 28th Nov 7.00pm  £36 
  
Medina Theatre is opening in October I believe (I volunteer there) 
  
Ventnor, Niton and Totland – not sure what is happening with these.  
You can also check iwtheatre facebook, Sardines, local papers, Facebook and web 
sites. 

Next Performance 
 
Apollo Theatre Newport – Ladies in Lavender.  17/18 and 21st-25th Sept. 7.30pm. 
£8.50. You may have seen the wonderful film with Judi Dench and Maggie Smith.  
The play is slightly different, obviously. Set just before World War II in sleepy 
Cornwall. 2 elderly sisters discover a young foreign man washed up on the beach.  It 
changes their lives – and his. (I am actually in this so please come and support me).  
  
A u3a group will be going on Saturday 25tth. 
  
Tickets: www.apollo-theatre.org.uk  01983 210210. 
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New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Local  History Group  - Lunch 
September 8th 

 
The Local History Group has had a very slow launch. The next step is lunch in 
Newport - probably at God's Providence, hopefully outside, on September 8th.  
Please email groups@u3awight.uk  if you would like to join the lunch, and/or you 
are interested in joining the group. 
 
Sally 

Photographic Group 
 
The first meeting of the Photographic 
Group will take place on Monday 6 
September at 14:00 using zoom.  
 
The purpose of the group is to learn more 
about how to get the best out of your 
photography. .All are welcome on this 
photographic journey. The emphasis will 
be on learning by doing and learning from 
each other and enjoying photography. 
 
The first meeting will be an opportunity to 
get to know each other and what people 
wish to get out of the group.  Meetings will 
be both on zoom and physical meetings to 
get together to take photographs.  
 
If you are interested  please get in contact. 
 
 

Fred Dawson LRPS 
fred.wp.dawson@googlemail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New - Walk & Talk about 
Gardens II 
 
Starting in September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Monday October 4th  at Yafford 
at 14:00.  
 
Beryl Tillman and Sarah Jenman have 
very generously agreed to show us their 
gardens  -  Sarah in Billingham to get us 
started  - Monday October 11th. 
 
We will visit  Sarah’s garden in Billingham 
on Monday October 11th and Beryl’s 
garden in Ryde on Tuesday October 19th.  
 
After that we will decide on our meeting 
timing and frequency. We will evolve into 
our own version of Beryl’s very popular 
Walk & Talk about Gardens Group. 
Email groups@u3awight.uk if you are 
interested.  
 
Sally 
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This is Your newsletter!  
Send the editor rogerskid@zen.co.uk  anything you would like to 

share with us (and mention any errors or omissions). 

New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Non-Fiction Book Group 
 
The idea of forming a Non-Fiction Group 
arose when two of us, Alan and myself, 
joined a Zoom chat that Sally had 
arranged for new members.  Alan had 
been a member of a similar group 
elsewhere before moving to the Island 
while I had just heard of such groups 
running.  Interestingly, my impression is 
that these groups generally attract more 
men than women, but that’s not the case 
here……   Not that it matters one way or 
the other. 
 
So, just to rehearse the plan for getting 
going…….. 
 
Tuesday 14 September:  An 
introductory meeting by Zoom 
beginning at 2.00pm.    
 
I’ll send the Zoom meeting links to 
interested parties  nearer the time, one to 
kick off with for 40 minutes and a second 
to follow on 5 mins later .  As you may 
have already found, Zoom can shut 
down a meeting after 40 minutes in order 
to encourage subscriptions which 
remove the time limit. 
 
Maybe we can begin with introductions 
and outlining what we are looking to get 
from the meetings, areas of non-fiction 
that we are drawn to and  then identify a 
book or two that we would all like to read 
and discuss in the near future. We also 
need to chat over how we want 
discussions to be led and/or chaired….. 
and any other practical matters. 
 

Finally, we need to consider how we 
would prefer to meet  - continuing on 
Zoom or moving to face-to-face  - and 
whether the third Tuesday afternoon of 
each month is OK 
 
Tuesday 19 October at 2.00pm 
(provisional).     
 
This would be our first ‘proper meeting’, 
focused on a work identified at the first 
gathering.  One or two of you have 
already mentioned ‘Isle and Empires’ by 
Stephen Roman, commended also in 
August’s Newsletter, and with the added 
attraction of the author walking and 
talking about the book here on 24th 
September. So this seems a likely 
contender for our first read…. Mind you, 
at 400+ pages, it’s a hefty tome, but 
that’s all to be decided on 14 September. 
 
Email Nigel Hastings  
hastingsnigel01@gmail.com 
 
Nigel Hastings and  
Alan Wagstaffe 
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Events 

Discovery Days 
 

Other possible future destinations: 
 

The Hampton Court Garden Festival;  Chelsea Flower Show 
Highclere Castle;  Downton Abbey 

Windsor;  Buckingham Palace 
Brighton 

Goodwood Festival 
Salisbury or  Bath Christmas Markets 

Crafterama at Alexandra Palace 
Mary Rose Museum, Portsmouth 

 
Many tours are under £50 and there is a discount if we have 

twenty or more passengers.  
 

call 
Diane York    

01983 752266  or 07944 125306 
 

penarthcardiff@gmail.com 
 

Winchester Christmas Market 
 

It’s not too early to think about this fun  
Christmas Day Out!  Saturday, November 20th 

Winchester Christmas Market   £18 
Price includes return coach and ferry travel . 

Only a few spaces left!  
 

Contact Diane 
Discovery Days 
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New Members’ Coffee Morning 
 

Newport  - St Thomas’s Square 
September 8th 10:30. 
Everybody Welcome 

 
 

Look out for the  
blue and gold pompoms. 

Events   

Discovery Days   
“Isle and Empires”  

with Stephan Roman 
  

Friday September 24th 
A Historic Walk, Lunch and Lecture with 

Author Stephan Roman 
   

Here's your chance to walk and talk with 
Stephan Roman, author of 

Isle and Empires, Romanov Russia, Britain 
and the Isle of Wight. 

  
Join us for this Walk, Lunch, and Talk with 
IOW author Stephen Roman as he regales 
us with the fascinating history of the Isle of 
Wight at the dawn of the 20th century - and 
everything you wanted to know about the 

connection between the British and 
Russian royal families, but were afraid to 

ask! 
  

 Now Fully booked. If you have booked, 
please send in your remittance 

immediately. Thank you! 
  
 

 
 
  
   

Your Day Out includes: 
  

Free parking at the Albert Cottage Hotel, 
East Cowes 

1½ hour Walk: Guided and Narrated by 
Stephan Roman 

A private lunch at the Albert Cottage Hotel 
Lecture by Stephan Roman 

Q&A with the Author 
Tea and Coffee 

Stroll the beautiful gardens 
Take a peek into the former home of 
Queen Victoria's youngest daughter, 

Princess Beatrice 
£36 per person 

  
  

Contact Diane. 
Discovery Days 
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Tell your neighbour about us: 
 
Most people find out about 
u3a from someone they 
already know.  If you enjoy 
belonging to Isle of Wight 
u3a why not tell a friend, or 
even better invite them to a 
speaker meeting as a guest? 

 

Events   
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Beaches  
 
Next event will be on Wednesday 
September 29th and will be at Compton 
Beach for a walk and, for those a little 
more intrepid, maybe a swim. The 
meeting time will be confirmed nearer the 
date. See you there. 
 

Carol 
 

Events   

Walk & Lunch  
 

Experience suggests that plans for these 
walks need to be finalised nearer the time  
- however the outline plan is that we will 
walk and lunch on the third Wednesday of 
the month aiming for the following: 
 
September 15th  Ventnor-Bonchurch and 
back, lunch at The Spyglass (swim first) 
October 20th  Brading - Lunch at the 
Yarbridge 
November 17th Eastern Medina 
December 15th Lunch at The Taverners, 
Godshill. 
 
Look forward to seeing you. 
 
Sally 
 

Spanish Social   
 
Next Walk and Talk Spanish will be 
on Thursday September 16th. 
Meeting point  to be revealed. 
 
 
Keith Pritchard   01983 407942      
keithswonderfulworld@gmail.com 
 
 

Walk from Whitwell to Stenbury Down 
with the Ramblers - October 17th  
Start point Whitwell Church of St Mary and St Radegund 
10:30. 
 
Moderate (by ramblers definition) 8K.   Est. finish 13:15. 
 

This walk is part of the Isle of Wight walking festival and is being lead by one of our 
members Linda Jones. 
 
u3a contact Carol Bradshaw  - chair@u3awight.uk 
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Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Walk and Talk about 
Gardens 
  
The garden group continues its twice 
monthly meetings, thankfully in good 
weather.  We visited two very different 
gardens this month, one in the open 
countryside and the other in the town.  
 
The former, very open with lovely views 
of the downs, but subject to strong 
winds and the latter, sheltered and 
surrounded by tall trees. The garden in 
the country  has a large pond with  
numerous aquatic plants which was 
built to attract wildlife and there were 
dragonflies hovering over the water. 
A deep raised bed demonstrated just 
how many vegetables can be grown in 
a relatively small space.  Tall hedges 
on two sides of the garden provide 
some protection from the wind allowing 
the plants to flourish, especially 
Clematis Arabella, which was in full 
flower and was very beautiful. 

 
The second garden behind a small 
terraced cottage is like a ‘Tardis’ 
opening up the further you go into it.  
The first part, which is quite narrow 
makes you look at the plants carefully 
and leads to a charming seating area, 
surrounded by interesting plants and a 
cut-a-way seat in a Pittosporum, a 
delightful place for our cake, tea and 
chat.  The garden then opens out and 
is surrounded by tall trees, which 
makes it quite challenging for growing 
plants, but is a very pleasant place to 
rest when it is hot. 
 
The group is full at the moment but 
Sally Forster is in the process of 
starting another group, run on similar 
lines, so if you are interested please 
contact Sally. 
 
Beryl Tillman  

Spanish Beginners’ Group 
Next meeting Monday on September 6th. 

  
Anyone interested in joining us would be most welcome although it would now be 
useful if you have a little knowledge of the language. If in doubt, talk to Keith. The 
group is friendly and welcoming. There is no pressure and we are here to enjoy 

ourselves and get the satisfaction of learning a new language. If you are interested 
please make contact with Keith. 

  
Keith Pritchard   01983 407942      

keithswonderfulworld@gmail.com 
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Film Studies Group   

Compare and contrast: viewing films 
and exchanging ideas 

The next film for viewing and  discussion 
will be Wadjda which we hope you will 
have viewed on Netflix by Wednesday 8th 
September.   

This has been put forward by Roger 
Skidmore.  The next film will be chosen 
by Dina Jung (Selma) and we will look 
forward to then discussing it on 
Wednesday 13th October, 5.00 pm, on 
Zoom. 

We hope to promote films worthy of 
discussion.  Certainly “Wadjda” is both 
entertaining and thought provoking, telling 
the story of how a Saudi girl saves up to 
buy a bicycle  - by joining a Koran reciting 
competition. 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

“My Octopus Teacher”  

The latest film shared by the film group 
was 'My Octopus Teacher'  which  is a 
2020 Netflix Original documentary film 
directed by Pippa Ehrlich and James 
Reed. It films and documents a year 
spent by filmmaker Craig Foster forging a 
relationship with a wild common octopus 
in a South African kelp forest. At the 93rd 
Academy Awards, it won the award for 
Best Documentary Feature.  

The film starts with Craig describing a 
difficult time in his life and his decision to 
go back to swimming in the sea and 
exploring the underwater environment. 
His soft-spoken manner and simplicity 
draw you in, as do the astonishing 
beauty of the place he explores and his 
rapport with its inhabitants. It makes for 
compelling viewing without falling into 
sentimentality. 

Some wondered how it was filmed ; 
there  is a cameraman - Roger 
Horrocks, who is a cinematographer 
specialising in underwater and aerial 
sequences for documentaries and 
features. He  has worked in Blue Planet 
2 amongst other things.  

Unusually, the whole film group enjoyed 
the film and its many aspects - camera 
work, narration, music (by Kevin Smuts). 
Thoroughly recommended. 

Christine 

The Film Group at the moment is 
looking for films on this site:   
https://agoodmovietowatch.com/
netflix/best-foreign/ 
 
Each member choses his or her own 
film for each meeting.  Zoom 
meeting is set up  by each sponsor 
and limited to 40 minutes (free). 
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Writing Group   
 
We were unsure how many members 
of the writers group would be able to 
meet this month because of Summer 
recess and uncertain plans. So it was a 
small committee which gathered in 
lovely Newbridge on an atmospheric 
misty afternoon of discussion aided by 
refreshments.  
 
One of the prompts offered by one 
member of the group, Linda,  was ' a 
cosy spot of the house', and that's the 
theme Helena had chosen, her story 
was full of nostalgia and humour. It  

 
elicited a lot of questions, comments 
and ideas  as well as memories. 
 
Helena set us a challenge of her own: 
write a text , at least 10 lines, without 
using the word 'the'. Yes, it can be 
done! It was good fun to try and the 
omission was not noticeable unless 
you were alerted to it. Why don't you 
give it a go? 
 
Christine 
 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Family History and Genealogy Group  
 

Just to remind members that we will soon be able to ‘catch up ‘ after a two month 
recess. I’ll arrange a Family History Group Zoom meeting on Thursday 16th September 
at 2pm (the link details will be emailed to you nearer the date)  
 
Face to face meetings will hopefully be able to take place regularly from  October 
onwards and then we will be able to plan ahead for the winter months. 
Looking forward to seeing you all again! 
 

 

Alison  rhawebb@gmail.com   

Reading Group  
  

The reading group that is simply an  
opportunity to talk about what you are 

 reading and why. 
 Any book, any reason.    

 
Next meeting: September 7th      

 
   Sally 
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Technology and 
Communications  
 
The August meeting was well attended 
and rather than focusing on the technical 
side of technology, the ethics and 
behaviours on the internet were 
discussed.  
 
The start of the discussion was about how 
we as individuals behave online. Key 
message was that the Internet is a public 
space and we as individuals should treat 
others as we ourselves would wish to be 
treated. The laws of libel and slander 
apply to what is said and done on the 
internet. Whilst there is a right to free 
speech there are also responsibilities.  
 
The increasing use of the internet by state 
actors such as China  to use the internet 

to shape public opinion at home and 
abroad was discussed.  The use of fake 
news to promote particular views was also 
discussed. 
 
Everybody found the discussion helpful 
and informative.  
 
The next meeting of the group is on 
Monday 13 September at 14:00. The 
meeting will cover the new updates to the 
Windows operating system. I might also 
discuss my intended purchase of a new 
Apple desk top computer  and how to go 
about choosing the specification to match 
my needs. 
 
Fred Dawson 
fred.wp.dawson@googlemail.com  
https://tinyurl.com/august-tcg 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

And remember Internet Scrabble. 
Anytime (especially if wet), anywhere, at   

www.isc.ro 
 

Phone a friend  
and get a game going! 

Thought of 
the month 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/iowu3a   closed group for members 
https://www.facebook.com/u3aWight    open page for the public 

We now have groups that love Beaches, Family History, Film, 
Gardens, Local History, Non-fic�on books, Photography, 

Reading, Spanish, Technology, Theatre, Walk & Lunch and 
Wri�ng as well as Discovery Days.  

 
S�ll nothing to suit you? 

Email groups@u3awight.uk and tell us what would. 
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Joining Groups on-line 
  

You can now sign up for some events and 
groups on-line through the membership 
portal on the website. The membership 
portal, described on page 5, is reached 

through the membership tab on the 
welcome page of the website. 

 
Please give it a try if you are interested in 
joining the Photography group, or one of 

the walks.  
  

Using the online join or leave for the 
walk and lunch events, and others, will 

reduce admin time and allow you to 
change your mind one way or the 

other and the event organiser will get 
an automatic notification. 

  
 

WELLSPRING OF DESIRE 
 

There is a well in my brain,  
That leaks like a drain. 

Repair is done with friends. 
u3a is a scheme to build our esteem,  

With words, foreign language and 
walks, 

Social issues and chess with much 
more besides.  

Come to a group, lead one in this loop 
Of bricks to reach the fantastic well 

of  your brain. 
 

Helena Hewston 
u3a 
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Zoom details will be sent out a few days before the event. 


