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Dear Members, 
 
Once again the, Isle of Wight branch of 
the u3a, made a splash with our bright 
yellow gazebo but this time at the recent 
Wolverton Garden Fair. On a beautiful 
hot and sunny weekend, a team of our 
members erected the yellow gazebo and 
talked to the public about who and what 
the u3a is and specifically about what we 
do on the Isle of Wight. We talked to so 
many lovely people, some of whom had 
heard of us and were keen to know more 
and others who had never heard of us 
and were amazed to hear about what we 
do. Thank you to everyone who helped 
over the weekend and to those who 
visited us to say hello. It was lovely to see 
you all.  
 
Our aim was to get out and spread the 
word about the Isle of Wight u3a. It 
worked. Already we have seen the result 
of this particular initiative in an increase 

of at least 12 new members, almost 
certainly more, directly attributable to our 
presence at Wolverton. The more 
members we have, the more collective 
energy we have, the greater our future 
will be. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the 
speaker meeting on October 14th entitled 
'Recent Archaeological discoveries at 
Golden Hill Fort' by Doctor Ruth Waller. 
See page 20 for more details. 
 
…. and also, on the 14th, following the 
speaker meeting, is our AGM. See details 
on the next page. Last year's AGM was 
very well attended. I hope that you will all 
be able to attend this year's too.  
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Carol Bradshaw 
Chair 
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Committee  commitee@u3awight.uk 

Annual General Meeting 
Thursday October 14th, 

15:45 on Zoom 
  

The AGM is your opportunity to support your committee and 
influence the future shape of your organisation -  

the Isle of Wight u3a. 
 

Zoom details to be sent to everyone very soon. 

AGM Business: 
Receive Reports from the Board 
Accept the Accounts 
Debate Member resolutions  -  none received 
 
Elections to the Board. 
All elections are uncontested. 
Officers 
1. Chair: Carol Bradshaw 
2. Vice Chair: Anne Dearle 
3. General Secretary: Dina Jung 
4. Treasurer: Angie Millard 
Non-Officers 
5.  Membership Secretary: Linda Christmas 
6.  Newsletter: Roger Skidmore 
7.  Groups Coordinator: Sally Forster 
8.  Without portfolio: Fred Dawson 
 
Followed by: 
Open floor discussion  
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Committee  commitee@u3awight.uk 

Your Present Committee 

Carol Bradshaw 
  Chair 

chair@u3awight.uk 
(standing for  re-election) 

Roger Skidmore 
Newsletter Editor 

(standing for re-election)  
editor@u3awight.uk 

Sally Forster  (was Treasurer, 
Membership Secretary and Groups 
Co-Ordinator, now standing for re-
election as Groups Co-Ordinator) 

 accounts@u3awight.uk 

Fred Dawson 
fred.wp.dawson@googlemail.com  

(standing for election  -  without portfolio) 

Dina Jung 
General Secretary 
info@u3awight.uk 

(standing for re-election) 
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Committee  commitee@u3awight.uk 

Your Committee Candidates 

Vice-Chair:  
Anne Dearle 
 
I am a retired school teacher having 
taught in primary schools in both the 
state and private sectors, and  I was 
Headmistress of a boys’ pre-prep school 
in Richmond-on-Thames until I retired.  I 
was also a Magistrate for twenty-five 
years, first of all in Richmond and then in 
Eastbourne where I became Chairman of 
the Bench.  Later, when the Eastbourne 
and Hastings Courts amalgamated to 
form the Eastern Sussex Bench, I was 
again elected Chairman of the Bench, 
being the second to take on that role in 
the newly formed Court. 
 
I have been a public speaker, giving talks 
on a variety of subjects around the 
Sussex area and on the Isle of Wight.  I 
am also an author, having published 
fourteen books, mainly for children but 
also some for adults.  So I am a bit of a 
Jack-of-all trades! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My qualifications – I gained my Teaching 
Certificate from London University (Maria 
Grey College), I have a BA (hons) from 
the Open University and an M.A from 
Columbia University, USA. 
 
On a personal note I was married to a 
physiotherapist for twenty-eight years 
and have three children, after being 
widowed I married a Headmaster who 
died last year, just one week before our 
thirty-fourth anniversary.  So I have twice 
been widowed but in the meantime 
managed to clock up two Silver 
Weddings! 
 

We  are delighted that 3 members have stepped forward to join the committee. 
Our constitution is very clear that  the board must be regularly refreshed by 

new blood.   So thank you. 
 

However we would still like a few more enthusiastic volunteers. There is so 
much more that we can do to build resilience into the organisation, we need 

more groups, more online publicity, more press coverage etc.  
Come and Join us. 
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Committee  commitee@u3awight.uk 

Your Committee Candidates 

Treasurer:  
Angie Millard 
 
I moved to the island in 1982, living in 
Roud, St Lawrence, Ventnor, Niton and 
now in Whitwell; for 16 years I was the 
Teacher for Visually Impaired children 
and young people; 3 of my 4 children 
were born on the island and still live here, 
so I'm kept busy with 4 grandchildren; (a 
further 2 on the mainland); I've been a 
singer all my life, so the last 18 months  

have been 
rather different 
from the norm; 
but other 
interests have 
come along, 
especially since 
joining U3A; 
apart from 
singing, I like walking, the outdoors, 
crochet, reading, a bit of gardening (I do 
like plants) and keeping my mind active! 

Membership Secretary:  
Linda Christmas 
 
Although a relative newcomer, I’ve long-
standing links with and a great fondness 
for the Isle of Wight.  My plans to 
rediscover old haunts and explore new 
ones have been, of course, mostly on 
hold.  I went to the inaugural meeting of 
the U3A in December 2019, coming away 
with the impression of myriad 
possibilities.  Less than 2 years later, the 
Committee members and group leaders 
have propelled us from a standing start to 
a membership of over 100.  What an 
achievement; and I am excited at the 
prospect of helping to develop our growth 
by taking on the role of Membership 
Secretary. Additionally, I’m keen to use 
my organisational skills from a 
background in production planning, 

teaching and management.  Then there’s 
the sheer joy of meeting groups of like-
minded people, sharing ideas and 
enjoying new activities.  
Lockdown was a huge challenge.  Our 
Committee responded positively, 
organising meetings by Zoom to keep 
people connected.  This was a great 
boost to our well-being and ‘little grey 
cells’. 
Look out for me at the New Members’ 
Zoom and, hopefully, face-to-face coffee 
mornings. 
I’ll be the one wearing the hat and the 
flower! 
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New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Conversational French 
 
An intermediate conversational French 
group meets every Friday morning in 
Lake. The aim of the group is to enjoy 
ourselves whilst speaking French, to 
ensure that we all at the very least retain 
our spoken French and improve as much 
as we can.  
 
We generally start each get together with 
a news round of what we have all been 
doing since we last met. Then we have a 
cup of coffee and move on to activities. 
For example we might play “Call My Bluff” 
or “Would I Lie to You”, translate an article 
from a French magazine, or listen to and 
translate some spoken French.   
 
This is a very sociable group, quite a few 
of the members have lived in France, we 
all enjoy visiting France and speaking 
French. 

 
Personally I have found that alcohol helps 
my fluency but we don't worry we do not 
drink on Fridays, or only tea and coffee.  
 
We do however run a Christmas party and 
a summer party for group members and 
their partners where some beer and wine 
can be found. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enquiries to groups@u3awight.uk 

Mah-jong 
 
We have decided to launch a new Mah-
jong group with a workshop on November 
18th.  
 
The workshop will be led by Hilvary 
Robinson, the u3a national lead on Mah-
jong. 
 
There will be a small charge for this 
workshop to cover Hilvary's expenses and 
will be for a maximum of 12 participants. 
At the end of the workshop we hope that 
everyone will understand the 
fundamentals of Mah-jong, have some 
understanding of 'British Rules' and 
enough knowledge and enthusiasm to 
start a Mah-jong group. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Enquiries to groups@u3awight.uk 
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This is your newsletter!  
Send the editor rogerskid@zen.co.uk  anything you would like to 

share with us (and mention any errors or omissions). 

New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Three new History Groups 
- the outcome of our exploratory meeting 
in Newport last month. 
 
A Social History Group will start with an 
introductory meeting in Sandown on 
December 1st exploring “All things you 
ever wanted to know about Christmas” 
together with an overview of future 
sessions dealing with interesting people 
who have lived on the Island. 
This meeting will be face to face in a 
private home (bus accessible) and will be 
limited to 7 participants 
 
An On-Location Island History Group will 
focus on visiting sites of historical interest 
on the Island with everyone doing a little 
research and perhaps coming up with 
interesting questions that can be 
discussed, and links with other sites that 
will lead on to the next site or topic. Dates 
and times will be ad hoc but approximately 
monthly. 

 
Our first meeting will be on Friday 
November 19th. We are considering a visit 
to Golden Hill Fort Park following the 
presentation from Dr Ruth Waller on 
Thursday October 14th, describing the 
recent discoveries in the grounds of the 
old Fort. The fort itself has now been 
converted into flats. This visit could link to 
other military sites on the Island. 
 
A third specialist Military History group 
might also emerge from a two part talk on 
the development of the British Nuclear 
Deterrent and the various methods of 
Nuclear Testing to be offered to the 
membership in the New Year. The second 
part of this talk will include data and 
photos from  the narrator's own 
experience witnessing nuclear testing in 
Australia in the 1950s. 
 

 
Eat-Out and Review Group 

 
It has been proposed to me that we have a lunch 
and review group. I  think it is a great idea - as 
clearly there are many members who love to eat 
out. However, I am not able to add another group 
to my diary. I am therefore looking for three 
volunteers to propose a meal out - place and time 
of your choice - one each for January, February 
and March. I am happy to do the co-ordinating, you 
just need to be willing to book the tables and host 
the event. Let me know if you are willing and 
interested.      Sally 
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New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Photographic Group 
 
The first Zoom meeting of the 
photography group was held on 6th of 
September. The members introduced 
themselves and explained their interests 
in photography and what they hoped to 
get out of the group. 
 
We discussed the need to explore camera 
settings, next month we will talk about 
aperture priority and how this can be used 
to control the depth of field in an image. 
 
There was talk about the more subjective 
area of composition. In particular how we 
can improve our ability to compose an 
image. This is a link to a PDF file of a talk 
I gave some considerable time ago at 
Malden Camera Club, please have a look 
through it and we can use it as the basis 
for a discussion on composition at the 
October meeting 
 
https://tinyurl.com/composition-03 
 
The recent BBC series the Great British 
Photography Challenge is an excellent 

introduction into photography including the 
use of phones 
 
https://tinyurl.com/composition-04 
 
A wight u3a Flickr group has been set up 
as a forum for discussion and sharing 
photographs. This will go some way to 
helping those who can’t make the Monday 
meetings. Membership of the group is by 
invitation so it would be helpful to me to 
have your email address I can then send 
you an invitation to join. The way Flickr 
works will be explained at the next 
meeting 
 
It was suggested that a physical meet up 
be arranged during October. This will 
enable use to get know each better and 
have some fun taking photographs. 
 
 

Fred Dawson LRPS 
fred.wp.dawson@googlemail.com  
 
 
 
 

New - Walk & Talk about 
Gardens II  Starting in October 
 
Meeting Monday October 4th  at Yafford at 
14:00.  
 
Beryl Tillman and Sarah Jenman have 
very generously agreed to show us their 
gardens  -  Sarah in Billingham to get us 
started  - Monday October 11th. 
 
We will visit  Sarah’s garden in Billingham 
on Monday October 11th and Beryl’s 
garden in Ryde on Tuesday October 19th.  
 

 
After that we will decide on our meeting 
timing and frequency. We will evolve into 
our own version of Beryl’s very popular 
Walk & Talk about Gardens Group. 
Email groups@u3awight.uk if you are 
interested.  
 
Sally 
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New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Non-Fiction Book Group 
 
The new Non-Fiction Group is up and 
running! 
 
Six of the nine of us who had expressed 
interest in this new group were able to 
log in to its first meeting via Zoom on 
Tuesday September 14.  This was very 
much an introductory meeting to 
exchange ideas about what we were 
each looking to get from the group, to 
share our interests across the wide 
range of types of non-fiction writing and 
make a few decisions about how we 
would operate, at least for the first few 
meetings. 
 
It was soon clear that we had common 
hopes for the group:  we all want to 
share our interests but, as importantly, to 
be introduced to books and types of non-
fiction that we might not otherwise 
encounter and read.  Briefly mentioning 
works we had particularly enjoyed and/or 
recently read, the range of interests 
across the group also soon became 
evident: 
 
Bill Bryson, 'The Body, A Guide for 
Occupants'; Barney Shaw, 'The Smell of 
Fresh Rain - The Unexpected Pleasure 
of our Most Elusive Sense'; Catherine 
Bailey, 'Black Diamonds - the Rise and 
Fall of an English Dynasty'; Jenny 
Uglow,  'The Lunar Men - The Friends 
who made the Future'; Orlando Figes 'A 
People's Tragedy' and 'The Russian 
Revolution 1891-1924'; Joshua Slocum,  
'Sailing Alone Around the World'; Daniel 
Klein, 'Travels with Epicurus: 
Meditations from a Greek Island on the 
Pleasures of Old Age'. 

 
 
Also featured several times was 
Stephan Roman,  ‘Isle and Empires: 
Romanov Russia, Britain and The Isle of 
Wight’  by which has already had 
mentions in our newsletters.   Not 
surprisingly, this was readily agreed on 
as the book to read and discuss at our 
first 'proper meeting' on  October 19th.    
 
Other decisions made were that, at least 
for the time being, we will meet by Zoom 
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 2.00 
p.m.  Discussion at each meeting will be 
opened and steered by one member, 
generally whoever had recommended 
that month's read, and conclude with 
deciding what's to be our next. 
 
It's going to be fun.  Although we suspect 
that ten is an upper limit for good 
discussions involving all, if you think you 
might be interested in joining, let me 
know. 
 
Nigel Hastings  
hastingsnigel01@gmail.com 
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Events   

Isle & Empires  
by Stephan Roman 

 
The Author's Walk 

 
The Russian Imperial tour of East 
Cowes: Shipbuilding, Royal Visits, A 
Romanov Refuge. 
A walk in East Cowes following in the 
footsteps of the Romanovs, Russia's 
imperial family. 
 
On a glorious September morn, 15 
enthusiastic u3a members and guests 
set out from Albert Cottage Hotel. Our 
walk back in time took us to the 19th 
century world of the British and Russian 
royal families - and their time spent 
together on the Isle of Wight. 
 
 Our leader was author, Stephan 
Roman, and along the way, he regaled 
us with tales of the Romanov family, 
pointing out the various homes that they 
had stayed in whilst on the island, as 
well as the strong Victorian familial ties 
between Great Britain and Russia. 
 
Amongst the many highlights were stops 
at the Romanov Memorial, visited 
recently by H.H. Princess Olga 
Romanov, great niece of Tsar Nicholas 
ll, Kent House, and former home of 
Prince Henry of Battenberg (husband of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Princess Beatrice, the younger daughter 
of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert). 
Prince Henry later became governor of 
the Isle of Wight. Then onwards to the 
East Cowes boatyard where, in 1695, 
Joseph Nye, hitherto under contract to 
the Navy Board, mysteriously 
disappeared, only to turn up in 
Voronezh, Russia, as the ship builder for 
Peter the Great, Tsar of Russia's, Baltic 
fleet. Peter's intention was to end the 
Swedish domination of the Baltic Sea. It 
worked, and he would thank Joseph Nye 
of the Isle of Wight! 

Granite memorial erected in East Cowes 
in July 2018 dedicated to the Russian 

Romanov Royal Family assassinated in 
July 1918 

Contd... 
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New Members’ Coffee Morning 

 
Venue -   t.b.c. 

Wednesday October 6th  10:30 
Everybody Welcome 

 
Look out for the  

blue and gold pompoms. 

 
We ended our memorable walk back at 
Albert Cottage. Now a luxury hotel, it was 
bought in 1852 by Prince Albert for 
Princess Beatrice. At the time, it was 
linked to Osborne House through its 
extensive grounds, and was to be part of 
Prince Albert's Botanic Garden 
development; it was frequently used to 
house the royal guests from all corners of 
the Empire, indeed, the world. 
 
After our lovely lunch in the crystal 
chandeliered Victoria Room, Stephan 
read selected passages from his book. 
This was followed by a Q&A session 
during which we found that Princess 
Beatrice, out of devotion and allegiance 
to her mother, altered some of Queen  

 
Victoria's diaries so we're not quite sure 
of their accuracy - the things you learn at 
u3a! 
 
But we haven't finished!  Not only was the 
Isle of Wight generally a holiday haven for 
the Victorian elite, thanks to Queen 
Victoria's and Prince Albert's residency at 
Osborne House, Ventnor became a hot-
bed of Russian radicalism, attracting the 
likes of Friedrich Engels, Karl Marx, 
Russian author Ivan Turgenev and many 
others; the beginnings of the Russian 
Revolution and Communism as we 
understand it today, was alive and well on 
the Isle of Wight. 
 
Diane York 

Events   

Visit the “On the Wight” article for our Wolverton day at  
 

https://tinyurl.com/wolverton-u3a 

What a great Day Out. 
If you have some ideas for future Discovery Days that would 

appeal to the membership then contact Diane York. 
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Beaches  
The October Beach event will be on 
Wednesday 27th October. The plan is to 
meet in Quarr Abbey car park (free) at 
10:30 and walk in the direction of Ryde 
as far as anyone would like to go. Ryde 
beach is always interesting whatever the 
tide or weather and there are the usual 
facilities available. There is a café at the 
abbey which opens at 10:15 and a bus 
stop for those who want to get a bus  

 
back there from Ryde. Let's hope for 
good weather but if not, I'll be there 
anyway. Let me 
know if you'd 
like to come 
along. 
 

Carol 
 

Events   

Walk & Lunch  
 

Whose law says that if something can go 
wrong it will go wrong?   Some of us had 
a very lovely walk from Ventnor to 
Bonchurch and back on a beautiful sunny 
day followed by lunch in the Ocean Blue 
opposite Ventnor Fish Haven. 
 
Ocean Blue - because the Spyglass was 
closed. And sadly some missed their bus, 
some missed the start point  while others 
were not expecting the walk to be so long.  
 
However, it was an adventure for 
everyone and some even ended the day 
with a Crave ice-cream.  
 
The next walk will be on Wednesday 
October 20th  in the morning at Brading  

 
through the Bird Sanctuary.  I hope that 
we will lunch at the Yarbridge but this will 
need to be confirmed nearer the time. 
Please let me know if you are interested. 
 
November 17th Eastern Medina and the 
Folly Inn. 
December 15th Lunch at The Taverners, 
Godshill. 
 
Please let me know if you are interested 
in Lunch at the Taverners as I will need to 
book soon. They made it to the top 50 
pub grub Inns and the food is generally 
very good. 
 
I Look forward to seeing you. 
 

Sally 

Walk from Whitwell to Stenbury Down with the Ramblers - 
October 17th  
Start point - Whitwell Church of St Mary and St Radegund  at 
10:30.   Moderate (by ramblers’ definition) 8K. Estimated 
finish 13:15. If the weather is fine and time allowed, the walk 
could be extended to the Worsley Obelisk. Parking could be 
available on either Ventnor Road or Fleming Road - the 
church is on the corner of these, or maybe on Bannock Road 
Estate.  
 

This walk is part of the Isle of Wight walking festival and is being led by one of our 
members, Linda Jones. 
To join,  contact Carol Bradshaw  chair@u3awight.uk  or 07748 886246 
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Events   
THEATRE CLUB 
 
I am pleased to say that this new group is 
up and running.   
We arranged to have a preliminary zoom 
meeting in September to get to know each 
other, get ideas for outings and to discuss 
the various options for now and in the 
future.  It was a very interesting. 
Several members went to the Apollo 
Theatre in Newport to watch "Ladies in 
Lavender". I was playing Ursula, the 
younger of two elderly sisters, who rather 
falls in love with a young Polish man who 
is found half dead on the beach. Lots of 
emotion and drama.  Set in late 1930's 
with war looming. Moody violin music too.  
The audiences seemed to love it.   
 
The next event was on Sunday 26th 
September.  John Suchet at Shanklin 
Theatre bringing Tchaikovsky to life as 
only he can. I went with a friend.  I was a 
little disappointed as there was no music 
linked to the talk.  So a little flat. 
Then there is a musical comedy 
'Nunsence' at Bembridge Village Hall. 
11th, 12th and 13th November at 7.30pm 
and Sunday 14th at 2.30pm.  I will be 
there for most performance as I will be on 
front of house duties, serving wine 
hopefully. So let me know which 
performance you will be attending. Tickets 
from 07841 950261 £10. 
(The Russian State Ballet at Shanklin 
Theatre has been postponed until 25th 
November 2022.) 
 
SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR THE 
FUTURE: 
 
Apollo Theatre - 'God of Carnage' by 
Yasmina Reza.  A funny and sharp 
commentary on the price of success.  5th - 
13th November. Tel 210210 or website. 
Shanklin Theatre has a range of options 
to suit all tastes.  Tel. 868000 or website.  
Again, let me know what you fancy. 

 
 
Trinity Theatre, Cowes.  Panto - "Dick 
Whittington" on 4th,5th, 6th/10th,11th 12th 
December. 
Medina Theatre, Newport - Reopening 
1st October.   
 
There is always a lot of theatre on the 
Island.  The variety is evident just from our 
first four planned events.  However, when 
safe we plan to venture over the water to 
Chichester, Southampton /London.  These 
would have to be matinees of course.   
Southwark Playhouse, The Old and New 
Vics, Harold Pinter and The Globe are the 
closest to Waterloo Station.  Chichester is 
doing 'East is East' in November, 'Private 
Lives' in late November and 'Fake News' 
in November.  A bus goes direct from 
Southsea.  Free of course to bus pass 
holders.  
 
 It is also possible to arrange for behind 
the scenes tours which are fascinating.  
How the illusions are created with 
scenery, props and costumes. 
If you would like to join us please enter 
your details on the u3a site and contact 
me on enjoyaplay@outlook.com.  You buy 
our own tickets, let me know that you have 
and then arrange to meet up before the 
show. 
 
Keep in touch,  
 
Glenys 



Page  14    

 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Walk and Talk about 
Gardens 
  
The two gardens visited during the last 
month could not be more different.  The 
first was a very small enclosed garden, 
full of interest and packed with plants, 
especially white ones.  Every inch of 
space has been thought about and 
used not only for plants but also 
ingenious storage areas. Even in this 
small garden room had been found for 
a pond with a solar-powered water 
feature. 
 
The second garden covers nearly 2 
acres, much more open with stunning 
views across the bay to Sandown and 
Yaverland.  The owner is new to the 
garden and it is definitely work in 
progress. The old greenhouse has 
been replaced and the new one is very 
productive.  A lot of work has gone into 
the vegetable garden using raised beds 
inside a netted cage, to ward off the 
rabbits.  Some of the raised beds were 
also netted with a finer mesh as a 
precaution against cabbage 

whites.  The variety of fruit and 
vegetables and their productivity was 
quite amazing. 
 
We only have one more garden visit, 
towards the end of October at which 
we will exchange plants, seeds and 
work out the programme for next year. 
Dahlias seem to be in the ascendant at 
the moment and along with asters are 
one of the stars of the garden.  They 
can easily be grown from seed in the 
spring and bring a welcome touch of 
colour to the autumn garden. 
 
Beryl Tillman  

Spanish not-quite Beginners’ 
Group 

Now full, but we do keep a waiting list. 
 

Talk to Keith if you are interested. The 
group is friendly and welcoming. There is 

no pressure and we are here to enjoy 
ourselves and get the satisfaction of 
learning a new language. If you are 

interested please make contact with Keith. 
  

Keith Pritchard   01983 407942      
keithswonderfulworld@gmail.com 

Venues needed - as we 
develop more groups we will 
need more venues. Ideally 

bus accessible and low cost/free.  
 

Please can I ask you all to turn 
into Venue Scouts.  

Is there an underused venue  
near you?  

 
Please keep your eye open and 
report any possibilities to me on 

groups@u3awight.uk. 
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Film Studies Group   

Compare and contrast: viewing films 
and exchanging ideas 

We watched “Wadjda” in September.  
This was a Saudi film describing how a 
young Saudi girl, who was a bit of a 
tomboy, attempted to save money to buy 
a bike to compete with her young friend.  
In the end she chose to enter a Koran 
reading competition to achieve this.   

The film gave an illustration of life in 
Saudi Arabia and how the social and 
religious constraints there bear on people 
who are otherwise very like ourselves. 

It was a very watchable film and 
appreciated by the whole group. 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

The Film Group at the moment is 
looking for films on this site:   
https://agoodmovietowatch.com/netflix/
best-foreign/ 
 
Each member choses his or her own film 
for each meeting.  Zoom meeting is set 
up  by each sponsor and limited to 40 
minutes (free). 
 
Programme for this year: 
 
Dina    13th Oct - 'Selma' 
Christine 27th Oct - 'Sand Storm' 
Jan  10th Nov - The Prestige’ 
Liz  24th Nov - 'Outside In' 
Paul  8th Dec - ‘The Matrix’ 
Tba  22nd  Dec  ... 

‘Selma’ is based on the 1965 Selma to 
Montgomery voting rights marches 
initiated and directed by James Bevel 
and led by Martin Luther King Jr., Hosea 
Williams, and John Lewis.  
 
In 1964, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) accepts his Nobel 
Peace Prize. Four black girls walking 
down stairs in the Birmingham, Alabama 
16th Street Baptist Church are killed by 
a bomb set by the Ku Klux Klan. Annie 
Lee Cooper attempts to register to vote 
in Selma, Alabama, but is prevented by 
the white registrar. 
 
They march on the highway to 
Montgomery, and, when the marchers 
reach Montgomery, King delivers a 
speech on the steps of the State Capitol. 

Join film group on-line  via   
www.u3awight.uk 

 
(max 10 members) 
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Writing Group   
 
It seems that September was, after all, 
our de facto break.  People were away 
or entertaining visitors, after long 
periods apart sometimes. 
 
Our next meeting will take 
place  October the 7th  in Shanklin .  
 
At our last meeting Helena's challenge 
was to write a (short) text without using 
the word 'the', did you try it?  

 
The next chosen prompt  is 'a message 
in a bottle' (or related); you can already 
think of two or three ideas 
probably!  You could have a go just for 
fun, and maybe come and join us. 
 
Enjoy the autumn! 
 
Christine 
 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Family History and Genealogy Group  
 

September Zoom Meeting 
Members of the Family History Group reconvened on Zoom after a two-month recess 
and it was really nice to get together again. From next month we hope that our 
meetings will then be in person. 
One of our members has preserved some historic family papers by publishing a book 
through Amazon.  I am sure that this will also provoke a discussion on the long-term 
preservation of family history which has been produced online and is currently stored in 
the 'cloud'   or on a hard drive.  Ideally, all family history needs to be in print. 
Our next meeting is Thursday October 21st in Ryde. 

 

Alison  rhawebb@gmail.com   

Reading Group  
  

The reading group that is simply an  
opportunity to talk about what you are 

 reading and why. 
 Any book, any reason.    

 
Next meeting: October 5th      

 
   Sally 
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Technology and 
Communications  
 
Report of meeting held 13th September: 
 
The meeting discussed the merits of 
upgrading to Windows 11. The 
requirements needed to run Windows 
were explained  - see this link: 
 
https://tinyurl.com/fred-advice-01 
 
1:  Don’t upgrade to Windows 11  for at 
least 6 months. During this time let others 
find out if there are any difficulties and 
issues. 
2: There is a need to check whether or not 

your existing application software will run 
on a Windows 11 
3: You need to check that your computer 
is capable of running Windows 11 
 
Conclusions:  Having discussed the above 
the meeting concluded that there 
appeared to little benefit in upgrading to 
Windows 11 even if computer had the 
minimum specification to run Windows 11. 
It is essential that you keep your current 
operating system  up to date with security 
patches etc. 
 
Fred Dawson 
 

fred.wp.dawson@googlemail.com  

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Green Issues 
 
 

Now we have linked up to the u3a 
Community Climate Crisis Group it has 
opened up a far wider source of 
information to our members   
https://tinyurl.com/u3a-change.     
The August meeting was on "What YOU 
can do about Climate Change" an 
animated information video.   This was 
followed by "Three Climate Change 
Solutions that could actually happen" an 
optimistic viewpoint of past successes 
(remember the ozone scare and CFC's?).    
There was also a video "What a waste of 
energy" which is a comedy sketch on 
windmills   https://tinyurl.com/dinas-sketch 
 
These are available on the Climate 
Change Crisis website. 
 
At the next meeting on Wednesday, 29th 
September there was a talk from a 
member who had self built his house with 
as low as carbon footprint as he could 
achieve and feedback on the experience 
after a few years.    There was also a 
video on "The Colour of Hydrogen" 
highlighting the misinformation about Blue 
Hydrogen.   One of our members has 

volunteered to help produce a campaign 
letter to highlight this misinformation.    
 
A book that has been recommended "The 
Story of More" by Hope Jahren.    This is 
available in audio as well as book form 
and I am trying to get it from our library to 
see what it is like.    If anyone has already 
read it could you let me know your opinion 
of it please. 
 
I am inviting members round to my place 
at Wootton to view the next Climate 
Change Crisis Zoom meeting (I have a 
monitor) so that we can have a discussion 
to see if there is anything we can do 
specific to the Isle of Wight.   I don't know 
the date yet but will let everyone know 
when I am informed.    We all know that 
we will have to change our behaviour to 
prevent a catastrophe happening and 
hopefully we can think of the least painful 
way (and maybe some advantageous 
ways) of doing this 
during our chat and 
future meetings. 
 
Dina 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/iowu3a   closed group for members 
https://www.facebook.com/u3aWight    open page for the public 

We now have groups that love 
Beaches, Family History, Film, Gar-

dens, Local History, Non-fic�on 
books, Photography,  

ding, Spanish, Technology, Theatre, 
Walk & Lunch and Wri�ng as well as 

Discovery Days.  
 

S�ll nothing to suit you? 
Email groups@u3awight.uk and tell 

us what would. 

Winter 2022 Photographic 
Competition 

 
Get ready to take your  

“What Winter Means to Me”  
themed competition photo. 

 
Details to be posted  next month, but 

we are going to ask for final 
submissions by mid-January 2022. 
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Joining groups on-line 
  
You can now sign up for some events and groups on-line through the 
membership portal on the website. The membership portal, described on 
page 5, is reached through the membership tab on the welcome page of 
the website www.u3awight.uk 
 

And remember Internet Chess. 
Anytime (especially if wet), 

anywhere, at   
www.chess.com 

 
Phone a friend  

and get a game going! 

Tell your neighbour  
about us: 
  
Most people find out about 
u3a from someone they 
already know.  If you enjoy 
belonging to Isle of Wight 
u3a why not tell a friend, or 
even better invite them to a 
speaker meeting as a guest? 
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Zoom details will be sent out a few days before the event. 

www.u3awight.uk 


