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Dear Members, 
 
With our AGM safely behind us (thank 
you to those who attended)  the 
committee has now doubled in size  and 
is looking forward to taking our u3a to the 
next level. I would like to say a huge 
thank you to our small committee who all 
worked really hard during the past 12 
months to help us prosper and grow. I am 
excited about having more 
'hands on deck' to help take 
us on to the next level.  We 
have our first Board of 
Trustees meeting on the 
23rd November to welcome 
our new committee and 
decide on the business for 
the coming year. The 
committee meeting will be 
the first face-to-face meeting 
that we have had since 
March 2020, so that is 
exciting too. I am sure that we will be 
buzzing with ideas for the future and I will 
report back on the meeting in next 
month's Newsletter. 
 
 

 
The month of November can sometimes 
be considered to be a bit dreary but 
looking at our diary of events on page 19 
there will be no time to feel dreary at all.  
Feel like a walk? Fancy lunch out? Check 
the diary and sign up. 'Sprechen sie 
Deutsch?'  join the new German group 
and learn or practise what you already 
know.  

 
Each month new groups 
start and new events are 
planned. Could you organise 
an event or start a new 
group? Do let us know. 
There is always room for 
more. 
 
I look forward to seeing you 
on Zoom at the speaker 
meeting on ‘Treasures of the 
Black Tent’  on the 11th and 

at a walk or a lunch during the not-so-
dreary month of November. 
 
 
Carol Bradshaw 
Chair 

Welcome to the u3a   
Newsletter  for the  

Isle of Wight 
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www.u3awight.uk 

November  2021 

New Members’ Coffee Morning 
 

Venue -  contact membership@u3awight.uk 
Wednesday 3rd November 10:30 

Everybody Welcome 
 

Look out for the blue and gold pompoms. 
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Committee  commitee@u3awight.uk 

 
Annual General Meeting 

Held Thursday October 14th, 
15:45 on Zoom 

  
The AGM is always your opportunity to 

support your committee and influence the 
future shape of your organisation -  

the Isle of Wight u3a. 
 

Report from the AGM: 
 

The AGM efficiently dispatched the business of the day. The minutes 
from last year were agreed. The accounts were accepted and the new 

committee of eight were elected. 
The business of the day was followed by many thanks to the outgoing 
committee for all their hard work and a discussion on the wish for face 

to face contact and the decision to organise the - 
 

December 9th (Thursday) Social Face to Face at St John's Hall. 
 

The minutes of the meeting will be distributed in due course. 

We  are delighted that not  3, but 4 new committee members have  
stepped  forward . 

 
However we would still like a few more enthusiastic volunteers.  

There is so much more that we can do to build resilience into the organisation, 
we need more groups, more online publicity, more press coverage etc.  

Come and Join us. 

Stop Press - Sarah Innes has 
offered to join us and organise 
the Speaker Meetings - thank 
you Sarah!   Contact: 
speakers@u3awight.uk 
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Angie Millard, Treasurer  
treasurer@u3awight.uk 

Committee  commitee@u3awight.uk 

Your Present Committee including New Members 

Carol Bradshaw,   Chair 
chair@u3awight.uk 

Roger Skidmore,   Newsletter Editor 
editor@u3awight.uk 

Sally Forster,  Groups 
groups@u3awight.uk 

Fred Dawson,   without portfolio 
fred.wp.dawson@googlemail.com  

Dina Jung, Secretary 
info@u3awight.uk 

Membership Secretary, Linda Christmas 
membership@u3awight.uk 

Anne Dearle, Vice-Chair 
vice.chair@u3awight.uk 
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This is your newsletter!  
Send the editor rogerskid@zen.co.uk  anything you would like to 

share with us (and mention any errors or omissions). 

New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Conversational French 
 
The intermediate Conversational French 
group is not in fact yet meeting in Lake. 
We are still hopeful that we will but in the 
interim we are meeting in private homes. 
For this reason we have had to put on 
hold our plan to expand the membership. 
We intend to, but we really need a bigger 
venue. 

 
Please contact Ally on  
allydetrey@gmail.com    for more 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mah-jong 
 
Mah-Jong workshop - (now full). 
The workshop is aimed at complete 
beginners and will be led by Hilvary 
Robinson, the u3a national lead on Mah-
Jong. 
 
There will be a charge of £10 to cover 
Hilvary's expenses and light refreshments. 
 
At the end of the workshop we hope that 
everyone will understand the 
fundamentals of Mah-jong, have some 
understanding of 'British Rules' and  

 
 
enough knowledge and enthusiasm to 
start a Mah-jong group. 
 

Enquiries to groups@u3awight.uk 

A new group - Weekenders   - starting in February aimed at people who find 
themselves looking for shared activities at the weekend - theatre trips, eating 
out, museum visits, movie nights - anything the group wants, goes. 

  

Joining groups on-line 
 You can now sign up for some events and groups on-line through the 
membership portal on the website. The membership portal, described on 
page 5, is reached through the membership tab on the welcome page of 
the website www.u3awight.uk 
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New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Three new History Groups 
 
The Social History Group will start on 
Wednesday, December 1st, exploring “All 
things you ever wanted to know about 
Christmas” together with an overview of 
future sessions dealing with interesting 
people who have lived on the Island. 
This meeting will be face to face in a 
private home (bus accessible) and will be 
limited to 7 participants. 
 
The On-location History Group will visit 
Golden Hill Fort on Friday 19th 
November - everybody welcome. More 
information on Golden Hill Fort on 
page 7.  This history group will 
research and visit various interesting 
historical sites around the Island. 
 
 
Nuclear Weapons and their testing: 
 

Atomic weapons have been a topic of 
intense controversy since the date of their 
invention, and remain so today. Everyone 
who holds a view on the matter 
(regardless of what that view is) ought to 
be as well informed as they can be before 
that view is expressed. 
It is a subject of interest to those Military 
scholars, Social Historians or Scientists 
amongst us as well as the general 
population. 

 
The first half of the presentation (40 mins) 
is an edited TV film on development of the 
British hydrogen bomb in the 1950's. It will 
illustrate some of the technical and 
political successes and failures 
encountered in the process. 
 
The second half (30 mins) is a collection 
of videos and photos showing examples 
of different tests of such weapons, e.g., air 
and ground burst, sub-oceanic, 
underground and space explosions. 
Amongst lesser known facts are who 
exploded the largest ever nuclear 
explosion and how big it was, how 
children in the USA were instructed to 
protect themselves and proposals to use 
atomic bombs for large scale landscaping 
projects. 
 
Two Zoom invitations will be emailed 
nearer the time to all who register an 
interest. It may be interesting to take an 
opinion poll of those who register to be 
repeated after both presentations. 
 
Finally, would you be interested in 
creating/joining/helping to form a U3A 
Military & Aviation interest group? 
 
Robin Tyler 

Eat-Out and Review Group 
 
Wednesday January 5th & Saturday February 5th 
 
This new group will meet monthly from January for a meal out and then write a review 
for the newsletter.  A  different person will organise each date and do the write up 
afterwards, Looking for one volunteer a month to choose and 
organise. We have volunteers for January and February:  
Email  eatout@u3awight.uk to book or to volunteer. The 
February lunch will also launch the new group Weekenders - 
for people at a loose end on the weekend. 
 
Sally 
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Astronomy 
 

Also Astronomy - another opportunity for 
blended learning with Future Learn for 
anyone interested in Astronomy.  
 
Future Learn are running two courses 
starting in November - both free. 
In The Night Sky: Orion - Explore the 
night sky, discover how stars are formed 
and find out about exoplanets, all through 
the constellation of Orion. 
 

And Mysteries of the 
Universe - Discover 
how more than ninety 
per cent of the 
universe is a 
mystery, and expand 
your knowledge of 
cosmology and 
astronomy. 

 
Anyone interested in joining a peer group 
to support the learning offered by either of 
these two courses please contact  
 
groups@u3awight.uk. 
 

Reading Group  
 The reading group is simply an  

opportunity to talk about what you are 
 reading and why. 

 Any book, any reason.    
 

Next meeting: 1st Tuesday      
 

   Sally 

New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

German 
 
Hello.  My name is Mary Longley, and 
since the beginning of lockdown I have 
been running two German groups via 
Zoom, on alternate Friday mornings, i.e. a 
Beginners/Improvers Group one week, 
and an Intermediate/Advanced Group the 
next.  We are now moving out of 
hibernation, and have started meeting face
-to-face again.   When we first started  
some participants were complete 
beginners, but they have now covered 
quite a lot of ground.  Nevertheless, after 
the holiday, memories tend to need a little 
refreshment, so at the moment we are 
doing some revision.  If there are any 
complete beginners out there who would 
like to join, please come along and see 
what you think.  If you are keen and willing 
to put some work in, I'm sure you can 
catch up! 
 

The format of both sessions aims to focus 
on the key skills of speaking, written, and 
listening comprehension.  We spend about 
half an hour chatting / discussing a 
particular topic, half an hour practising 
aural comprehension, i.e. listening to an 
audio / video recording and answering 
questions on it, half an hour exploring a 
nugget of grammar (some people really 
like this!), and half an hour reading a text, 
practising pronunciation, and picking the 
bones and the vocabulary out of it.  It is 
very informal, and we aim to have fun, 
make new friends and learn a thing or two 
at the same time.  The sessions run from 
10.30 - 12.30 on Friday mornings.  If you 
would like to know more, please email me:  
melongley1@gmail.com 
 
Mary 
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Events   
GOLDEN HILL FORT AND 

COUNTRY PARK FRESHWATER  
                                                                                  

1863 to PRESENT DAY 
 
Just off the Yarmouth to Totland road at 
Freshwater and within the Golden Hill 
Country Park lies the hexagonal shaped 
Golden Hill Fort. Built between 1863/68 it 
once formed part of Lord Palmerston's 
chain of forts and batteries built around 
the Solent to guard against the perceived 
threat of invasion by Napoleon's army.  
Golden Hill's purpose was to defend the 
River Yar and provide accommodation 
for the men serving in the coastal 
batteries which guarded the western 
Solent approaches 
  During WW1, the War office distributed 
plans for 'Standing Camps' to be built 
throughout England and one of these 
camps was built on the southern slopes 
of Golden Hill Fort.  The Fort was used 
as a gunnery school in WW1 and trained 
over 30,000 infantry men.  In WW2 it 
became 530 Coast Regiment Royal 

Artillery HQ - formerly Isle of Wight Rifles.  
After the War ended the Fort was used 
by the Royal Army Service Corps.   
The Army sold Golden Hill in 1964 and it 
was used for various light industries. In 
1984/85 it briefly became an 
unsuccessful tourist attraction. However, 
it soon fell into disrepair and was used for 
illegal noisy rave parties. Eventually in 
2002, much to the relief of the locals, it 
was put on the market and sold for 
development. Golden Hill Fort itself was 
converted into a closed gated community 
of 18 luxury apartments in 2005 and the 
surrounding land became a Country 
Park. A few of the external buildings to 
the north remained as industrial units.  
The area around the Fort which became 
the Country Park is currently under the 
care of Gift to Nature, the Island’s 
countryside and wildlife management 
charity.   Over the decades the buildings 
that formed the WW1 Standing Camp 
became overgrown with scrub and trees 
and then was lost and forgotten   
At our AGM, Dr Ruth Waller MCiFA,  who 

Photo of the fort courtesy of Mike Collins. 
 

For further info on Gift to Nature web site click: 
https://tinyurl.com/u3a-gift 

Contd... 
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Events   

was the IW County Archaeologist for 13 
years, gave us a superb presentation 
about her recent community archaeology 
project at Golden Hill. 
Between September 2019 and May 2021 
local volunteers cleared scrub and 
undergrowth to reveal the concrete bases 
of a shower block complete with shower 
bases and associated drainage together 
with an ablutions block and the remains 
of further buildings on the southern 
slopes. One of the WW1 War Office plans 
for Standing Camps was found in 
archives at the Suffolk Records Office 
proving that these discoveries at Golden 
Hill are exactly as on the plans. At this 
point Dr Waller and her team of 
volunteers excitedly realised they had 
discovered rare WW1 archaeology. 
Further excavations unearthed other 
building remains including a WW2 
officers’ mess hall and stores.   
 You can visit Golden Hill to enjoy this 
little-known country park, view the Fort 
and the recent archaeology. There is a 
big car park, accessed from Colwell Road 
between Totland and Yarmouth. Drive 

down alongside RVN Building Supplies 
located in one of the old ancillary 
buildings to the north of the Fort. 
An information board in the car park 
provides a map of three different walking 
routes with illustrated details about the 
Fort, the Country Park, its abundant 
wildlife, its history and the recent 
discoveries.  Numerous paths and 
accessible routes lead you to more 
illustrated information boards and the 
remains of the old Standing Camp.     The 
Fort itself is private but you can get close 
up via the footpath along the top of the 
dry moat.  There are good views all 
around with a viewpoint and picnic area 
overlooking the Western Yar estuary. 
There are sheltered seats aplenty 
scattered around the sunny south facing 
slopes and a lovely living willow sculpture 
to explore. 
 
Take your grandchildren and your dog - 
you will all love it! 
 
Alison Webb 
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Events   

Walk & Lunch       
 
In spite of the unpromising forecast we 
enjoyed a sunny walk across Brading 
Marsh for our October walk ending with a 
well deserved lunch at The Yarbridge. 
The pub felt spacious even though it was 
busy. The menu offered lots to choose 
from and everybody enjoyed what they 
had although there was a touch of 'Pie 
Envy' as a very sumptuous looking Steak  

 
and Stilton pie was enjoyed by one of our 
party.  
 
Please let me know if you think that you 
might join us for lunch at the Folly on 
November 17th or at The Taverners on 
December 15th. 
groups@u3awight.uk 
 
 

Sally 

Walk from Whitwell to Stenbury Down with the Ramblers - 
October 17th  
 
On a bright sunny day a small contingent of u3a members joined some 46 walkers on 
the walk from Whitwell. We were led up hill and down dale by a very competent 
lead, ably assisted by back marshals. It was a glorious walk with spectacular views 
across the west of the Island to Freshwater Bay and then South over Ventnor. The 
walk was enhanced by some interesting historical details about some of the manor 
houses that we passed on the walk.  
 

… thank you to Linda Jones. 

View from Stenbury 
Down  - taken on the 
walk from Stenbury 
Down. 

Walk and Lunch  on 
Brading Marsh 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/iowu3a   Join our members’ 
Facebook group to see more pictures and join the conversation. 
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Beaches  
 

The November Beach event will be on Wednesday 
24th November. The plan is to meet in Gurnard by 
the green opposite The Woodvale at 10:30 and walk 
in the Cowes direction as far as anyone wants to 
go.  
 
We can admire the sea, enjoy a chat as we're 
walking and stop somewhere on the way back for a 
hot chocolate or a beverage of your own choice.  
 
Let me know if you'd like to come along. 
 
chair@u3awight.uk 
 

Carol 

Walk & Talk about Gardens II   
 
We were royally entertained by Sarah and 
Beryl as we visited each of their gardens 
in October. Very different gardens and 
both delightful. Sarah's big and open, 
created from scratch on an open canvas 
and still evolving with new projects, new 
beds, new wind break and an 
amazingly productive vegetable garden. 
Beryl's crafted from an existing garden, 
creatively adapted, beautiful colour 
blends, a different garden room for each 
view from the house.  

 
Both keen plants women, they have 
inspired us. And both gardens were well 
designed for sitting and drinking tea and 
chatting. Which we did. Not to mention the 
scones and cake. Thank you to you both. 
The Monday Gardeners will now set our 
own course - beginning with visits to two 
gardens in Binstead with a plant and seed 
swap in November. 
 
Sally 

Events   

Drinking tea and 
eating cake. 
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Events   

Theatre (and Quiz) Club   
 
Ladies in Lavender, Newport: 
Well, The Apollo Theatre's production of 
'Ladies in Lavender' was fantastic -  if I 
say so myself.  Our audiences varied from 
47 to almost full at the end of the run, so 
people are gradually returning to live 
events. Thank you to all those members 
who came to see it.  I really enjoyed 
taking Ursula on her journey from being 
timid and agreeable to a mature 
character, having worked through and 
suffering the pangs of unrequited love!  
Our cast was fabulous and worked so 
well together.  Most of the costumes were 
created originally for us.  I just loved my 
blue dress and tried to sneak it out. The 
set was rather challenging, so we did a lot 
of running about both on and behind the 
set.  The bedroom was 4ft 6ins high and 
no guardrail.  
Unfortunately, I went and caught Covid 
afterwards so was rolling about with a 
fever and isolating for a couple of weeks.  
Anyway, the vaccinations seemed to work 
and I didn't die, so that's a step in the right 
direction. 
 
Upcoming Productions: 
 
'Nunsense The Mega-Musical' at 
Bembridge Village Hall. 11th-14th 
November 7.30pm. 2.30pm on Sunday.  
Tel: 07841 9050261.   £10 A few of you 
have already booked.  I will be selling 
programmes (not Friday) So do come and 
say hello. 
 
'God of Carnage' by Yasmina Reza.  
Apollo Theatre, Newport. 5th -13th Nov 
(no shows Sunday or Monday) 7.30pm.  
£8.50- book online or 01983 210010  'A 
comedy of manners…without the 
manners'. Quite a bit of adult language in 
this!!  A strong cast and a strong play.  I 
am going to watch it on Wednesday 10th.  

We can meet in the bar.  Let me know if 
you plan to come. 
 
 
*Medina Theatre is reopened but then 
they seem to cancel.  
 
*Trinity are doing a panto which might be 
fun to go to.  Have a look at their website 
and let me know if you are interested.  It 
is always best to go to a panto with a 
crowd. 
 
*Shanklin Theatre have a range of events 
but nothing that attracts me. (The ballet is 
cancelled) 
 
*Chichester is doing 'Private Lives' but I 
am not ready to go over there just yet.  
Same with Southampton. 
 
*Commodore Cinema in Ryde £4 tickets. I 
prefer this to Cineworld as it is less 
expensive and not so loud.  Let me know 
if you fancy any of the films.  I might pop 
along to Bond this week. 
 
If any of you have an idea, do let me 
know.  
 
However ….. 
Our Quiz Team is up and running for the 
Vectis Radio Quiz and 2- course Dinner 
at the Isle of Wight College Restaurant on 
12th November.  What a bargain at £12. 
Our fabuloso team is:- 
Carol Walker                                                                                                                 
Carol Bradshaw                                                                                                               
Terri Burt                                                                                                                   
Jackie and Terry Derrick                                                                                                     
Kathy Domaille                                                                                                               
Glenys Lloyd Williams 
 
We aim to have fun! 
 
Glenys    enjoyaplay@outlook.com 
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Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Walk and Talk about 
Gardens 
  
Walk and Talk about Gardens 
We only had one garden visit in 
October, but that was a real gem, 
packed with plants, many of which 
were still in flower. 
  
The garden is very near to the coast at 
Ventnor and benefits from the special 
micro-climate of that area.  This is a 

garden that grows and changes every 
time we visit and the tall grasses along 
the front of the property are looking 
very dramatic. 
 
As usual on our last visit of the year, 
we exchanged plants and seeds and 
tried to plan for next year.  Who knows 
what that will bring. 
 
Beryl Tillman  

Spanish not-quite Beginners’ 
Group 

Now full, but we do keep a waiting list. 
 

Talk to Keith if you are interested. The 
group is friendly and welcoming. There is 

no pressure and we are here to enjoy 
ourselves and get the satisfaction of 
learning a new language. If you are 

interested please make contact with Keith. 
  

Keith Pritchard   01983 407942      
keithswonderfulworld@gmail.com 

Venues needed - as we 
develop more groups we will 
need more venues. Ideally 

bus accessible and low cost/free.  
 

Please can I ask you all to turn 
into Venue Scouts.  

Is there an underused venue  
near you?  

 
Please keep your eye open and 
report any possibilities to me on 

groups@u3awight.uk. 
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Film Studies Group   

Compare and contrast: viewing films 
and exchanging ideas. 

Summary of the Film 'Outside In' 
discussed on October 13th, 2021 

Despite the rather downbeat storyline,  
set in small town America - a convict 
returns home after 20 years in prison for 
a crime he didn't do. The title of the film, 
‘Outside In' is surprisingly apt. 

We meet Chris with the drama of the 
courtroom and his subsequent 
imprisonment  behind him.   What we are 
about to see is Chris's life going forward.  

The link from the past to the present is 
Chris's high school teacher (Carol) who, 
over a long period of time, worked hard 
to achieve his early release.  Chris who 
has 'grown up' with only letters and 
phone calls from Carol has a very strong 
bond with his former teacher.  All Chris 
wants is a quiet life with Carol with whom 
he has formed a single minded 
attachment. Carol has an unfulfilling job, 

a disinterested husband and a feisty 
adolescent teenage daughter and very 
limited time to spend with Chris.   In 
some way Carol is flattered by the 
attention from Chris and against her 
better judgement they spend a night 
together in a motel.  They are found out 
and this is the catalyst to the change in 
the dynamics of Carol's marriage, her 
relationship with her daughter and her 
relationship with Chris.  Chris's brother 
also steps up to apologise for his 
neglecting to visit Chris throughout his 
prison sentence.  He apologises 
unreservedly and we feel that Chris now 
has a valid member of his own family to 
support him.   

The acting of the main characters was 
quite low key, yet full of empathy and for 
that, very believable.  I liked the film 
because of the way it worked on the 
characters and ultimately brought out the 
best in their potential.  In a way, it had an 
ending with hope and not one of conflict 
and misery that it could have had. 

Liz 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

The Film Group at the moment is 
looking for films on this site:   
https://tinyurl.com/u3a-goodmovie 
 
Each member choses his or her own film 
for each meeting.  Zoom meeting is set 
up  by each sponsor and limited to 40 
minutes (free). 
 
Programme for rest of this year: 
 
Jan  10th Nov - ‘The Prestige’ 
Dina  24th Nov -  ‘Selma’ 
Paul  8th Dec - ‘The Matrix’ 
Tba  22nd  Dec  ... 
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Writing Group   
 
It was a peculiar afternoon when the 
writing group met last month (October), 
damp and a bit grey but warm enough to 
sit outside, which we did, fortified by tea 
and biscuits. 
 
 We read our latest pieces aloud to the 
group, a first, which would have been a bit 
daunting were it not for the fact that we 
feel comfortable together and able to 

discuss our work. It 
is always interesting 
to have someone 
else’s reaction to 
what you have 
written, with 
constructive critique. 
As usual our takes 

on the latest theme of  ‘message in a 
bottle’ were very diverse and it was a 
pleasure to share. Poetry and comedy - 
there was something for all moods. And 
since that day was poetry day, Linda’s 
reading of  her poem was very fitting. 
 
Our next theme, if you need inspiration, is 
‘a thing of beauty’. Next meeting is on the 
4th of November, 2 pm, in Brighstone, 
with a quill. Why not join us! 
 
Enjoy the                    
Autumn ! 
 
Christine 
 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Family History and Genealogy Group  
 

October Zoom Meeting 
 
This month we held our first 'in person meeting' at Ryde where Emily made us very 
welcome. Although we were a small group this time, it was very nice to meet up and 
chat over tea and homemade cake.  
Emily talked about her family history and showed us her collection of precious family 
records and items which she had inherited from her mother, some dating back to the 
1700's. Emily explained how she had collated and illustrated a huge collection of family 
papers and letters written by an ancestor during WW1 and had published through 
Amazon. It was a joy to see such a 'treasure 
chest' of artifacts and records.    
 
We discussed progress made with our family 
histories, and talked about our future meetings.  
We had hoped to meet in person regularly at 
members' homes from now on but with the 
current uncertainty, this may be impossible for a 
while so our November 18th meeting will be held 
on Zoom and then we will review our options.  

 

Alison  rhawebb@gmail.com   
I am your 6th great-grandfather. 

You connected me to the wrong spouse and 
now she has moved in with us. 
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Technology and 
Communications  
 
Upgrading to Windows 11 was discussed 
at the October meeting. The general view 
was that unless you have recently 
purchased a computer your computer may 
well not be able to run Windows 11. In any 
case it is always wise to allow several 
months or more before upgrading so that 
any issues have been identified and 
addressed. 
 
The next meeting is on November 1st at 
14:00, when ways of installing Widows 11 
without a TPM module will be discussed.  

 
 
 
(This involves changes to the Windows 
registry files. )  
 
Changing ISP to Wight fibre will also be 
discussed.  https://www.wightfibre.com. 
 
There will also be an opportunity to raise 
any IT problems and for the group to 
suggest solutions. 
 
Fred Dawson 
 

fred.wp.dawson@googlemail.com  

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Green Issues 
 
 

Besides the obvious reasons for belonging 
to the Isle of Wight u3a, having local 
access to a whole range of activities and 
also enabling Isle of Wighters to get to 
know each other better, there is the added 
advantage of being able to tap into 
nationwide talks, courses and other 
activities.   Green Issues joins into the u3a 
Climate Crisis Group which increases our 
knowledge base and enables us to 
participate in campaigns and petitions 
which we do not always have the time to 
organise ourselves on the Island.     
 
The Climate Crisis meetings are on the 
4th Wednesday of the month starting at 
10.30 (you will have to register   
https://www.u3a.org.uk if you have not 
done so already so that you can be sent 
the Zoom link). The next dates are the 
24th November and 22nd December.    
 
If you would like to watch any of the Green 
issues you would be welcome to come 
round my place at  Wootton and have a 
chat, coffee and cake afterwards.  

 
Please let me know so that I can arrange 
things, email me on dinajung@gmail.com. 
 
There is a wide range of other activities 
available as well and to access them just 
use https://www.u3a.org.uk.   Click on 
Events, Online Learning and take your 
pick from Cookery to Egyptology, (there is 
a wonderful woman in Scotland who runs 
a monthly session of Laughter Yoga, who 
is brilliant and you do not have to sit on 
the floor cross legged either). 
 
Will see you on the 24th November , the 
title of the topic is "Rethinking Climate 
Change" which sounds really interesting. 
 
 
Dina 
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Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Photographic Group 
 
The first meeting of the Photography 
Group was held on Monday 4 October and 
was well attended. The use of the Wight 
u3a Flickr group was explained and 
demonstrated. Members’ photographs 
uploaded to the Flickr group were 
discussed including technical details and 
composition.  Flickr can be used between 
meetings for posting discussions and 
questions 
 
Flickr Group: 
https://tinyurl.com/u3a-flickr-group 
 
The way in which depth of field can be 
controlled using aperture priority was 
explained:   
https://tinyurl.com/u3a-aperture 
 
The way cropping an image can improve 
the composition was demonstrated 
together with adjustments such as 
contrast exposure: 
https://tinyurl.com/u3a-cropping 
 

It was decided to move the group to the 
third Monday of the month so more 
members could attend. 
 
Meet up 
Great day 18 October with the first face to 
face meet up of the photography group.  
Fred,  Beryl and Duncan met at the Big 
Kahuna Cafe by the Canoe Lake in Ryde. 
We strolled down the esplanade taking 
photographs along the way. Finished with 
coffee at the Dell Café. 
 
Next meeting: 
15 November at 14:00 
Talk about members’ photographs 
uploaded to the Flickr group and 
members’ photographic activities.  Shutter 
priority will be discussed together with 
adjusting contrast. 
 

Fred Dawson LRPS 
fred.wp.dawson@googlemail.com  
 
 

Café  -  Fred Dawson Horses  -  Duncan Howell 
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Non-Fiction Book Group 
 
What a great first discussion!  Five 
members of this newly formed group 
Zoomed through an animated and really 
interesting discussion of our first shared 
read - Stephan Roman's ‘Isle and 
Empires’ - which traces the history of the 
Romanov family in Imperial Russia, from 
Peter the Great through to Nicholas, the 
last Tsar, and their family and nautical 
connections with, and visits to, Isle of 
Wight. It's the links between episodes in 
this history and events on the Isle of 
Wight that provided the greatest 
surprises, not least that while the 
Russian and British royal families sailed 
and met in Cowes, some of the writers 
and intellectuals who inspired the 
communist revolution spent their 
summers in Ventnor, including Karl Marx. 
 
Without exception, we all enjoyed this 
very well informed book.  Those who had 
also joined the 'walking talk' the author 
had led around Cowes in September had 
enjoyed "a magical day'", learning even 
more.  At around four hundred pages, 
with another fifty or so comprised of 
notes on bibliographic sources, 
acknowledgements and an index, this 

was no quick read, and members were 
not without comment on sections they 
found heavier going and its overall 
balance, but this was a book we were all 
glad to have read. 
 
So what was to be next? A new book on 
Wallis Simpson, one about Darwin's 
intellectual ancestors, or a book claiming 
that almost everything we have been told 
about healthy eating is wrong?   None of 
these, but Tim Marshall's new book ‘The 
Power of Geography: ten maps that 
reveal the future of our world’ was 
selected.  Something completely 
different, just as it should be! 
 
If you're interested in learning more 
about the Non-Fiction Group or joining 
us, drop me an email. 
 
Nigel Hastings  
hastingsnigel01@gmail.com 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

The person who follows the crowd will usually go no further than the crowd.   
The person who walks alone is likely to find themselves in places  

no-one has ever been before.   
 

 Albert Einstein 

Isle of Wight Literary Festival  -   
FREE playback of all IWLF talks from last month: 

https://isleofwightliteraryfestival.com/2021-playback/ 
also  for year 2020: 

https://isleofwightliteraryfestival.com/2020-playback/ 
 



Page  18    

 

 
“What Winter Means to Me” 
 
It is hoped that entrants to this competition 
will interpret the meaning of the title ‘What 
Winter Means to Me’ and endeavour to 
portray it with their individual feelings of joy, 
sadness, boredom, reflection or longing, 
etc.   
This will be our second Winter with the 
ghost of Covid still hovering….. 
Winter scenery can grab your attention as 
the leaves fall and reveal sights that 
haven’t been seen for 9 months; colours 
are muted as the sun has a less dramatic 
effect.  Beaches which were a mass of sun 
worshippers in the summer are now the 
domain of the solitary walker and his dog. 
Winter might mean a tropical holiday; 
previously cancelled twice or thrice but 
now, amazingly possible for you?    
 
Perhaps you are someone who hosts 
cheerful get-togethers with friends while the 
weather is gloomy, cooking hearty 

casseroles to stave off the cold while 
gathering round a seasonal bonfire? Do 
you delight in baking cakes for comfort and 
then, together with a cuppa, share them 
with a friendly exchange of chit chat.  
Maybe you are a bookworm and binge-read 
a stack of books by a cosy fireside?  Or, 
are you someone who is sporty, braving the 
elements or practising that elusive golf 
swing? Is Winter an opportunity to work out 
on that rowing machine languishing in the 
corner of your bedroom?     
 
Whatever Winter means to you – please 
share. 

Rules! 
 
Up to 2  (freshly taken by yourself) images 
per person. 
Last entry at midnight on 16th Jan  2022. 
Any people in the image must have given 
you permission. 
Only use basic digital editing (such as 
straightening, sharpening, minor colour 
correction or contrast). 
Please give your images short meaningful 
file names and keep file size to under 2Mb 
where possible. 
 
 
 

 
 
Send images to rogerskd@zen.co.uk as 
an email attachment or via WeTransfer.   
If anyone does not know how to reduce the 
file size of their image, then Google “How 
to resize an image to send via email for a 
competition”.    
 
Judging will take place at the end of 
January and the winner will be announced 
in February.  
 
Winner to receive a year’s 
complimentary subscription to u3a. 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/iowu3a   closed group for members 
https://www.facebook.com/u3aWight    open page for the public 

 
Always check the u3a website for up-to-date info on diary events.  

The above diary is only correct at time of going to press. 
 

https://u3asites.org.uk/isle-of-wight/events  

Click on any of the blue 
underlined web links  anywhere 

if viewing on-line... 
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Zoom details will be sent out a few days before the event. 

www.u3awight.uk 

Brian W. MacDonald FRGS 
 

The Arts Society                                     

Treasures of the Black Tent 
 

The pre-1900 Tribal Rugs and Dowry Weavings of  
the Persian & Central Asian Nomads                 

                               

Zoom Speaker Meeting  - Thursday  
11th November  2.00pm 

Brian will take his audience on a journey 
beginning in Outer Mongolia in the 5th 
century BC, where the earliest complete 
rug in the world was discovered in 1947, 
and then following the eleventh century 
migrations from Turkmenistan, the cradle 
of weaving, into the Caucasus, Persia, 
Afghanistan and Turkmenistan.  
 
He will introduce the nomadic tribes of 
these countries with emphasis on their pre
-1900 knotted and woven rugs, carpets 
and dowry bags. These tribal weavings 
illustrate the skill of these hardy women 
who produced exquisite works of woven 
art, using vegetable dyes and age-old 
symbolic representation whilst living and 

travelling in primitive conditions and 
hostile landscapes. 
 
With the advent of commercialism and 
chemical dyes, tribal weaving began a 
swift decline from the 1930s when it 
virtually ceased to exist in its spontaneous 
form.  The tribal weavings of the 19th 
century and earlier represent the pinnacle 
of achievement and wonderful free 
expression of the art of the nomadic 
weaver. 
 
Today, these weavings are highly 
desirable and collectable works of 
woven art. 


