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Dear Members, 
 
We have had to change 
our plans with regard to 
the speaker meeting 
and social planned for 

December the 9th. The speaker who we 
had booked for the date is unfortunately 
unable to be there and, with infection 
levels on the Island still very high and 
some nasty colds and flu around, the 
committee decided that it would be best 
not to encourage you all to come and 
mingle with others in an indoor space. 
However, there are still many things 
happening in December including the 
new Mah-Jong group, walks, lunches and 
language groups to name but a few. 
 
I would particularly like to welcome the 
French and German group leaders and 
group members who have recently joined 
us. I have joined the Beginners/Improvers 
German group which is interesting and 
fun. Thank you Mary for being so 
welcoming.  
 
Thanks are due to all of our group 
leaders for organising and hosting 

events.  Could you 
offer to do something 
similar? The more 
groups the merrier! 
 
I wish you all a Happy 
and Healthy festive 
season and look 
forward to seeing you in 
the New Year. 
 

Welcome to the u3a   
Newsletter  for the  

Isle of Wight 
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December 9th Social,  
face-to-face, cancelled as a 
cautionary measure.  Sorry. 

December  2021 

 
New Members’ Coffee Morning 

1st Wednesday of the month 
  membership@u3awight.uk 

 

Look out for the blue and gold pompoms. 
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Committee News 
 

The new committee is taking shape. The 
new members were finally 'inducted' on 
November 23rd. Sadly, on Zoom in 
recognition that Covid cases on the Island 
are on the rise again.  
 
The committee induction is a reminder to 
us all that we are trustees of a charity and 
have a collective responsibility to see that 
the charity is addressing its objectives and   
using its resources wisely to that end. Our 
objective is supporting lifelong learning 
and social engagement while having fun 
for those of more mature years. 
 
Although Isle of Wight u3a is not a charity 
in its own right we are part of the Third 
Age Trust which is a charity. We support 
their aims and values. One of the aims of 
the new chair of the trust is to build the 
public profile of the u3a  in an endeavour 
to have it recognised as a representative 
body for people of mature age, and to be 
consulted on issues of national 
importance that are relevant to us. 
 
Next year is the 40th anniversary year of 
the trust and there will be many activities 
designed to raise public awareness. There 
will be a u3a week rather than the u3a 
day. The trust is planting trees to create a 
40th anniversary wood. There will be more 
information in Third Age Matters, the 
Trust’s magazine.  
 
Next year there will also be a South East 
Region summer school in Chichester  
June 20-25.  More information at  
https://u3asites.org.uk/southeastu3aforum/home  
 

 
For the Isle of Wight u3a, our primary goal 
is to grow our membership (currently 
standing at 143), to increase our resilience 
and to enhance the opportunities that we 
can offer to our members.  
 
The more members we have, the greater 
the variety of groups that we can offer, the 
more attractive we will be to new 
members, and the more there is for us all  
to enjoy.  
 
Raising the public profile of the u3a  on 
the Island is  therefore what we need, as 
well as it being congruent with the aims of 
the Trust. 
 
With eight people on the committee we 
now feel  better equipped for the task, 
although more would be welcome. Twelve 
would be an ideal size.  
 
We particularly need people who can help 
with getting the word out that we exist -  
either through Facebook or other social 
media, keeping the website refreshed and 
interesting, or getting us noticed in the 
Island press. 
 
With not quite the same ongoing 
commitment we would also welcome 
Volunteers to run one-off events, e.g. 
hosting new members’ coffee mornings 
around the Island, Eat Out & Review 
meals, liaising with Age UK in your 
area,  imagining new groups that you 
would like to belong to and finally, talking 
to friends about us - spread the word.  
 

New members who join after  
1st December will get 15 months 

for the price of 12! 

Committee  commitee@u3awight.uk 

Please think about how you can help. 
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New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Conversational French 
 

We now have two conversational 
French groups Tuesday in Brading and 
Friday in Bembridge with the possibility of 
a further group starting in January.  
 

Please contact Ally on  
allydetrey@gmail.com   
for more information. 
 

 

Eat-Out and Review Group 
 
Dates for your diary  - Wednesday January 5th & Saturday February 5th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This new group will meet monthly from January for a meal out. A  different person will 
organise each date and do the write up afterwards, Looking for one volunteer a month 
to choose and organise. 
 
(We have volunteers for January and February.) 
  
Email  groups@u3awight.uk to volunteer as a host.  
 
The February lunch will also launch the new group 
“Weekenders” - for people at a loose end at the 
weekend. 
 
Sally 

New !  Traditional Book Group,  
 

Meeting in Binstead on the 2nd Friday of 
the month in the afternoon, this book 
group will choose a book each month to 
be read and discussed. 
The group will be coordinated by 
by Alison Rogers and the first meeting 
will be on Friday January 14th. 
 
Please email groups@u3awight  if you 
are interested. 

Weekenders  - starting in February aimed at people who find themselves 
looking for shared activities at the weekend - theatre trips, eating out, 
museum visits, movie nights - anything the group wants, goes. 
  
Contact Sheila Herrando through groups@u3awight.uk for more information. 
Sheila will be hosting the lunch on Saturday February 5th.  

First meeting, Wednesday January 5th at the Old Smithy in 
Godshill. Meet at 10:45 (near  the clothes section) for a 
chance to look around the shop before lunch or 11:45 in the 
cafe. Contact Debbie Dawson on debbiedodo2@gmail.com.  
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New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Military History Group 
 

Military History 
Are you an ex-serviceman/woman? 

 
CND Supporter; Physicist; Child of the 

Cold War? 
 

Interested or curious about military 
affairs? 

 
Then the presentation on nuclear 

weapons may interest you and is open 
to all. 

 
The new Military History Group will 
commence action with a Zoom meeting to 
be advised.  
 
A Zoom link will be emailed to all who 
apply to join this session 
at groups@u3awight.uk 
 
Please indicate at that time if you wish to 
join the Military History Group and 
whether you are particularly interested in 
Naval, Military or Aviation affairs. Indicate 
if you could/would actively participate in its 
activities by researching & delivering 
PowerPoint; Video or oral presentations/
talks on relevant subjects of your choice 
by Zoom or assisting in the organisation of 
the group in any way. 

 
The programme for our meeting on the 
28th will be:. 
  
15:00 - 15:40 Development of 
the British H bomb 
 
The first half of the presentation is an 
edited TV film on development of 
the British hydrogen bomb in the 1950s. It 
will illustrate some of the technical and 
political successes and failures 
encountered in the process. 
 
15:40 - 15:44 Comfort break  
 
15:45 - 16:30 Nuclear Tests 
 
The second half is a collection of videos 
and photos showing examples of different 
tests of such weapons, e.g., air and 
ground burst, underground, under-water 
and space explosions. Amongst lesser 
known facts are who exploded the largest 
ever nuclear explosion and how big it was; 
how children in the USA were instructed 
to protect themselves and proposals to 
use atomic bombs for large scale 
landscaping projects. 
 
16:31  …   Comments / Suggestions / 
Planning 
 
Robin Tyler 

The new Social History Group had its first 
meeting on the 1st December. All you ever wanted to 

know about Christmas.  
 

Contact groups@u3awight.uk if you would like to find 
out what happens next! 

Your Military History Group needs YOU! 
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New Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

German 
 

Two German groups meet on a Friday in 
Brading: an intermediate Group and an 
advanced group. 
 
The format of both sessions aims to focus 
on the key skills of speaking, written, and 
listening comprehension.  We spend 
about half an hour chatting / discussing a 
particular topic, half an hour practising 
aural comprehension, i.e. listening to an 
audio / video recording and answering 
questions on it, half an hour exploring a  
 

 
nugget of grammar (some people really 
like this!), and half an hour reading a text, 
practising pronunciation, and picking the 
bones and the vocabulary out of it. 
 
 It is very informal, and we aim to have 
fun, make new friends and learn a thing or 
two at the same time.  The sessions run 
from 10.30 - 12.30 on Friday mornings.  If 
you would like to know more, please email 
me:  
melongley1@gmail.com 
 
Mary 

Mah-Jong 
  

After a successful and enjoyable one day workshop a new Mah-Jong group is now 
starting. The first meeting will be on Friday December 3rd  in  Newport. Beginners 
welcome. We will endeavour to teach you what we have learned - and there is much 
more to learn. It is great fun.  
 
The plan will be to set up several groups around the Island once we have enough 
people with the rudiments of the game as well as the venues.   
Contact groups@u3awight.uk  to get involved.                  Sally 

Hi,  I have just joined u3a  
  

After living in Hong Kong in the 70’s and 
watching people play, I’ve always wanted 
to learn Mah-Jong.. Now after work and 
children I have finally found the time to 
give it a go. 
  
I have been reading the magazine and 
am interested in some of the walks. In 
Sally’s info she added the distance of the 
‘Walk & Lunch’ which was a great help -  

as a novice walker I didn’t want to start off 
too ambitiously. 
  
I’m in need of a new pair of walking boots 
after mine rotted away in storage. So after 
I have sorted a new pair I’m hoping to be 
ready for December from Godshill. 
  
Looking forward to meeting everyone, 
  
Jill Vogel 
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Monday Garden Visits 
 
We have had two garden visits in 
November before we slow down for the 
winter. Visiting an autumn garden gives 
you an opportunity to think about a garden 
from a different perspective, seeing more 
clearly the garden structure and the things 
that don't quite work when there is less 
razzle dazzle to distract you. 
 
We will finish the year with a plant and 
seed swap and examine the fruits of our 
propagating efforts, many salvias together 
with penstemon ‘Apple Blossom’. 
 
A plant that we  have observed giving 
excellent value, a long flowering season 
and, we hope, easy propagation. 
 

Through the Winter 
we will meet on the 
first Monday of the 
month for a garden 
walk and a hot 
chocolate, to which 
everyone is 
welcome 

 
Monday January 3rd  
Ventnor Botanic Gardens (VBG).  
If we get more than 10 people who are not 
already members of the VBG then we can 
get a group-rate. Entrance to the café only 
is free.  
 
Monday February 7th 
Osborne House Garden 
Free with English Heritage Membership 
 
Monday March 5th 
Mottistone Gardens 
Free with National Trust Membership 
 

Sally 

Events   

On-Location History Group 
 
We met and explored Golden Hill 
Fort. 

 
 

Many thanks to Alison Webb for her 
extended account of the history of 
the Fort and to Fred for the 
photographs. 
 
It was interesting to try and imagine 
the hillside teeming with enlisted 
soldiers trying to prepare 
themselves for the unknown horrors 
that were about to unfold. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was particularly poignant to be 
visiting so soon after Armistice Day, 
when the  sacrifice that those young 
men had made was so fresh in my 
mind. 
 
The history group are going to 
collate research on the various 
coastal defences around the Island 
and visit them as and when we are 
ready. Next stop the Needles Old 
Battery. 
 

Sally 
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Events   

THEATRE CLUB+ 
by Glenys Lloyd-
Williams   
 

 

Reviews 
‘God of Carnage’ at Apollo Theatre 
Newport.  I went to see this and was 
blown away by it.  Brilliant play, brilliant 
set, brilliant direction and brilliant actors. 
  
It’s always worth going along to see 
something unknown peoples….!   
Some of our group went to see this too.  
Kathy Domaille said “I really enjoyed it” 
 
‘Nunsense’ at Bembridge Village Hall.  
A standing ovation on the first night and 
sold out after that.  It was very well 
received by the audiences.  The 
wonderful voices and clear diction of 
Bryony Bishop (Sister Robert Anne - 
behind the puppet!)) and Hanna Emily 
Nixon (Sister Mary Amnesia) rang out the 
clearest. Libby Pike (Reverend Mother) 
was hilarious as she slid down between 
two bar stools when she was 
unexpectedly ‘high’. All the cast were 
wonderfully energetic and well-rehearsed.  
I felt the clever choreography could have 
been more appreciated on a larger stage. 
Some of our group went to see it too. 
Peter and Irene Dorsett wrote “had a 
wonderful afternoon’s entertainment. 

What a lively and professional show.” 
They didn’t recognise me. I was selling 
programmes and dressed as a nun!! 
 
Future Suggestions - let me know if 
you are going/interested: 
 
It is panto time and there are loads to 
choose from running into February.   
 
Medina, Newport -  
 
Cinderella’.  I volunteer there so shall be 
doing my stint on a few dates.  “Oh yes I 
will!!”  There are matinee and early 
evening performances. 
 
Shanklin has a range of events so best 
to look online. 
 
Apollo, Newport  - 
 
‘The Devil’s Mirror’.  A production by the 
youth theatre. (spot the stars of the 
future!) 17th -19th December. 
 
‘Breaking the Code’ 4th-12th February 
2022.  The story of Alan Turing, inventor 
of the Enigma machine.  Interesting and 
well written play.  Well worth a visit. 
 
Mayflower, Southampton - 
 
Merlin The Ballet’ by Northern Ballet. 
Lots of magic tricks too.   Sharon and I 
have booked 2.30 on Friday  

Contd. 
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3rd December.  I am in S12 if anyone 
would like to join me. Meet at Red Jet. 

 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat. 19th-23rd January 2022.  
 I have always wanted to see this. 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-time’.  19th-23rd April 2022 
 

Chichester theatre - 
 
The Play What I Wrote – 8th-12th Feb 
2022. Fun tribute to Morecombe and 
Wise. Matinees 230pm. Rita and I are 
booked on Wednesday 9th at 230pm. 
Seat M28 if you would like to join me. 
Tickets will sell fast 
The Taxidermist Daughter – 8th-    30th 
April 2022.  6 matinees         
available. 

Vectis Quiz 
This was a lovely evening sponsored by Vectis Radio for charity, at the IoW college 

restaurant with quizmaster Allan Gregory. Very organised yet relaxed and we were all 
made to feel welcome by the manager. Great food and the U3a table seemed to win a lot 

of raffle prizes (see photo -note they are all colour coordinated) if not the quiz itself.  (I 
won two.  Anyone want a penguin?)  A once-a-year event which, now resumed after 

covid, I hope to support in 2022.  Pop it in your diaries now..   
 

 

Keep in touch at  enjoyaplay@outlook.com Write a review.  Suggest an 
outing. Become a member of a theatre. Get involved.  Book a ticket.      

Enjoy……       Glenys x 

 AND - for something completely different…. 
RACING – I LOVE HORSE RACING AND WONDERED IF ANYONE ELSE WOULD BE 

INTERESTED IN GOING OVER TO SOME LOCAL COURSES?   
 

 IT’S MORE FUN WITH A CROWD - WHEN IT’S WARM!   
Glenys x 

Events   
… from page 8 
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Events   

Walk & Lunch       
 
Lucky with the weather again we walked 
from Newport to The Folly on the 17th .  
 
The river 
looked 
glorious with 
the low winter 
light and the 
lingering 
autumn 
colours. 
 
 
 
Walkers and diners all seemed pretty 
satisfied with their day although the food 
reviews were a little mixed, ranging from 
delicious through to rather average! 
 
December's walk will be to The Taverners 
at Godshill. Please let me know if you 
would like to join us for lunch as numbers 
will be important getting close to 
Christmas.  I will send more details of the 
walk nearer the time. 
 
In January we will walk around Wootton. 
Please send recommendations for good 
places to eat near Wootton. 
 
February will be back to Newchurch and  
I am looking for a volunteer to host the 
March walk as I shall be on holiday  - 
Covid willing! 
 

 
Sally 

Beaches Report  
 
The weather was kind to us on the 
November beach walk which began in 
Gurnard. The morning started with frost 
and fog but the sun broke through and a 
small group of us enjoyed a beautiful walk 
to Cowes and back in still conditions. We 
decided to have our hot chocolates/
coffees at Manni’s in Cowes, 
accompanied by his famous Portuguese 
custard tarts – definitely to be 
recommended. Thank you Carol Walker 
for the photograph below showing the 
unusually still conditions. 

For the December beach event on 
Wednesday 29th we will be revisiting one 
of our favorite locations  
Yaverland. The walk will be along the 
beach and is therefore tide dependent. I 
will confirm the start time nearer date but 
I suggest an 11:00 start if the tides are 
right. The last time we were at Yaverland 
was in the summer on a blustery day, and 
several of us did swim. This time you will 
need to wrap up warmly and I will 
probably not swim, though others may!  
 
Come along and walk off the festive fare. 
Bring your family and your dogs if you 
wish. It would be good to see you there. 
The beach events are open to all. Let 
me know if you’d like to come. 
 
Carol 
chair@u3awight.uk 



Page  11    

 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Walk and Talk about 
Gardens 
  
This group has now entered its 
hibernation period and group garden 
visits have been suspended until 
Spring.  That does not mean that our 
gardens lack colour or interest but 
eating cake and drinking tea outside 
becomes less appealing.   
 
Chrysanthemums, Schistostylis, 
Salvias, Penstemons and the odd rose 

continue to give pleasure and the 
autumn colour of Acers and 
surrounding trees brighten a gloomy 
autumn day.   
 
This is also the time to make structural 
changes to the garden while it is still 
pleasant to work outside. 
The group keeps in contact throughout 
winter with emails and photos, as we 
did during lockdown. 
 
Beryl Tillman  

Spanish not-quite Beginners’ 
Group 

Now full, but we do keep a waiting list. 
 

Talk to Keith if you are interested. The 
group is friendly and welcoming. There is 

no pressure and we are here to enjoy 
ourselves and get the satisfaction of 
learning a new language. If you are 

interested please make contact with Keith. 
  

Keith Pritchard   01983 407942      
keithswonderfulworld@gmail.com 

Venues needed - 
 as we develop more groups we will 

need more venues. Ideally 
bus accessible and low cost/free.  

 
Please can I ask you all to turn into 

Venue Scouts.  
Is there an underused venue  

near you?  
 

Please keep your eye open and 
report any possibilities to me on 

groups@u3awight.uk. 

This amazing fuchsia has given 
pleasure throughout summer 
and will continue to do so well 
into winter.  
 
 It is a very vigorous plant and 
will have to be pruned 
considerably at the end of its 
flowering season. 
 
Beryl 
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Film Studies Group   

“The Prestige”  - discussed  on 10th 
November 

A great cast, led by Hugh Jackman 
Christopher Bale, Michael Cane and 
Scarlett Johansson. 

Two friends, rival magicians, become 
bitter enemies after a terrible accident. 
Michael Caine’s character talks you 
through the film beautifully.   

It's quite a dark film which makes you 
think and you need to use your 
imagination as the film progresses and 
the rivalry between the two main 
characters gets more intense with tragic 
consequences. 

It's a great film for discussion, superbly 
directed by Christopher Nolan with a 
twist in the ending. 

Some in the group found it too complex 
but following discussion which answered 
a lot of their questions they agreed that 
they now would like to watch it again. 

Jan 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

The Film Group at the moment is 
looking for some  films on this site:   
https://tinyurl.com/u3a-goodmovie 
 
Each member choses his or her own film 
for each meeting.  Zoom meeting is set 
up  by each sponsor and limited to 40 
minutes (free). 
 
 
Forthcoming Film Reviews: 
 
6th  December (Liz)          Passing 
20th December (Roger)   The Holiday 
19th January (Dina)          The Trader 

A survey has shown that more than eight million adults expect to be alone 
during the festive period with 83 percent of them unlikely to speak to anyone face-to-
face on Christmas Day.  A study of 2,000 adults found that one in six won’t be 
spending the holidays with loved ones. Of those, 22 per cent won’t have a Christmas 
dinner.  
 
Abby Young-Powell in the “I” newspaper says she loves going out and doing things 
alone.  She says that there is a unique pleasure in going places on her own and 
often it can be more fun than going with other people. 
 
So if you are alone over Christmas you’re not alone!  And it seems FOMO (Fear of 
Missing Out) has been replaced by HOGO  - Hassle of Going Out.  So stopping in 
with the cat and the TV for company is not such a bad place to be. 
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Writing Group   
 
This month we met once again in 
lovely Brighstone.  A new member had 
joined the group and it was a very 
happy occasion which we celebrated 
with tea and cakes. 
 
Our latest theme, 'a thing of beauty', 
had inspired  the usual variety of 
interpretations and styles, atmospheric 
poems  and stories from our lives. We 
had had the opportunity to read our 
contributions as we send them to each 
other beforehand, and we were full of 
comments and questions. 
Maybe it was due to the theme itself, 
but we seemed to rediscover all the 

beauty of the world and of nature in 
particular. It felt like a celebration we 
could all take part in.  A wonderful 
feeling in these oppressive times. 
 
Our next theme is very seasonal and 
will yield many glittering visions no 
doubt, maybe it will inspire you too; the 
December 
title is 'Angel'. 
 
Christine 
 

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Family History and Genealogy Group  
November  Zoom Meeting Review 

 
We met on Zoom this month and chatted about lots of things including Family History!                                         
We talked about the 1921 Census which is due to be released in January 2022 through 
the FindMyPast website. As usual with a newly released census it will be chargeable to 
view or download the actual online images for the first year or so but searching the 
indexes will be free of charge  
  
One of our members is looking for the date and place of birth of an ancestor who lived 
during 1700’s. Sometimes these early parish records have never existed but all search 
possibilities will be tried before reaching that conclusion    
We talked about holding winter time meetings at the quiet meeting area which is 
available at The Hare and Hounds, Downend.  As long as we buy our own 
refreshments then this venue will be free of charge. We decided that we would try it out 
in December    If we like it, then we might consider holding further meetings there in the 
New Year, as it’s a very central location 
 
Any potential new members and all existing members of the Family History Group will 
be very welcome for a ‘get-together’ rather than a meeting.  Join us at The Hare and 
Hounds meeting area on Thursday 16th December at 2pm, but please let me know as 
soon as you can:    

 

Alison  rhawebb@gmail.com   
 

Footnote: since writing, it has become obvious that we may need to review this venue due 
to the current Covid situation. I will contact members as soon as things become clearer. 



Page  14    

 

Technology and 
Communications  
 
The meeting of the Technology and 
Communications Group was held on 1st 
November. The way around the need for a 
“TPM module” when installing Windows 
11 was discussed. The conclusion was 
that this would need changes to Windows 
registry file. This is too risky for most 
people and no one was in a rush to 
upgrade to Windows 11. 
 
The TCG is wanting to know from 
members what would they like to get from 
the meetings and for suggestions for  

 
things to be discussed. The next meeting 
is on Monday 6th December at 14:00 hrs. 
 
Fred Dawson 
 

fred.wp.dawson@googlemail.com  

Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Photographic Group 
 
The Photography Group met on 
November 16th using Zoom.  Members 
took the opportunity discuss photographs 
they had uploaded to the Wight u3a group 
site on Flickr. This enabled members to 
learn from each other - in particular how to 
increase saturation of colours in an image. 
The benefits of adjusting contrast were 
demonstrated. The use of shutter priority 
was explained and how this can be used 
creatively to give a sense of motion. 
 
The Wight u3a Flickr Group: 
https://tinyurl.com/u3a-flickr 
 
Image processing software mentioned at 
the November meeting: 
 
GIMP image editor: https://www.gimp.org 
 
FastStone: https://www.faststone.org 
 
Contrast: 
https://tinyurl.com/u3a-contrast 
 

Shutter priority: 
https://tinyurl.com/u3a-shutter 
 
Next Meeting:  
20 December at 14:00 Zoom 
 
Talk will be about members’ photographs 
with discussion about composition and 
how to improve one’s photographic eye. 
 
 
 

Fred Dawson LRPS 
fred.wp.dawson@googlemail.com  
 
(“FastStone” is a very easy to use image 
viewing and editing program originally 
recommended by BBC “Click”.  It does all 
the basic editing you would ever want 
without confusing sophistication.  Odd 
name, but there you are.   Ed.) 
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Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Green Issues 
 
The last Climate Crisis Meeting was 
fascinating.    Starting with information 
about Blue Hydrogen then going on to 
how to make your home more energy 
efficient and finally, three You tube videos 
which I heartily recommend watching 
(links are below).    
 
Whilst the first one is informative, the 
second and third are presented in such a 
way it was like watching the Grand 
National when you had a bet on a horse.    
Well worth watching - and look out for 
China right from the beginning, such 
excitement, I had to have a camomile tea 
afterwards to calm down : }     
 
These videos also put a more optimistic 
note on the predicament we are in at the 
moment which I think we all need, 
especially after Cop 26.     
 
The November meeting has had to be 
postponed but as soon as I find out the 
new date I will let everyone know.    
 
Happy Watching, 
Dina 
 

Rethinking Climate Change. 
The path to a 90% emissions reduction by 
2035 (18 minutes) 

https://tinyurl.com/u3a-climate-01 

Highest Wind Energy Producing 
Countries 1985 to 2021              
(2 minutes) 

https://tinyurl.com/u3a-climate-02 
 
Solar Energy Producing 
Countries (1983-2021)  
(4 minutes) 
 
https://tinyurl.com/u3a-climate-03 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

Masks - where does personal responsibility lie  -  is it when 
you safeguard yourself or does it extend to safeguarding 

others as well? 
 

Dina Jung 
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Groups  groups@u3awight.uk 

Non-Fiction Book Group 
 
 
With one apology, just three were at 
today’s meeting to discuss ‘The Power of 
Geography”, which gave us each plenty 
of ‘air-time’ but it would, of course, have 
been a richer discussion if more 
viewpoints were available. 
 
We all found the book highly informative 
but, perhaps contrary to expectations, 
noted that the physical geography of 
each of the chosen geographical 
areas  was but one of the drivers used to 
explain its history, culture, relations  and 
future, rather than being the major focus 
of the book or of each chapter.  
 
Gremlins reduced three to two when we 
resumed to decide on our next 
read.  Wilfully selecting a book that will 
hopefully provoke not only contrasting 
views about the quality of the work as a 
book, but also about its subject matter, 
we have chosen: 
 

Engines of Privilege: Britain’s Private 
School Problem.  by David Kynaston and 
Francis Green (2019) 
 
Available at £6.19 from World of Books 
in paperback, but also elsewhere. 
 
 
Our next meeting is scheduled for 
December 21st at 2 pm.  Please let me 
know if you do not expect or intend to 
join this meeting, 
 
To join us, drop me an email. 
 
Nigel Hastings  
hastingsnigel01@gmail.com 
 
 

Isle of Wight Literary Festival  
Try free playback of many IWLF talks from the last two years: 

  
https://isleofwightliteraryfestival.com/2021-playback/ 

and 
https://isleofwightliteraryfestival.com/2020-playback/ 

  

This is your newsletter!  
Send the editor rogerskid@zen.co.uk  anything you would like to 

share with us (and mention any errors or omissions). 
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October Walk & Lunch and a 
trip to the theatre 
 
Irene and I joined the Walk and Lunch at 
the Yarbridge Inn. We are non-walkers but 
received a welcome to make us feel at 
home. The menu is very extensive and I 
chose a delicious beef and Stilton pie with 
Irene choosing the crab and prawn 
combination with crusty bread. 
 
Today, Sunday 14th November, we have 
had a most entertaining afternoon at the 
Bembridge Little Theatre production of the 
musical comedy called Nunsence. 
 
After having previously been to a show 
earlier this year we knew it would be an 
entertaining afternoon but were really 
blown away with the professionalism of 
the production and the enthusiasm and 
quality of the cast.  

 
The storyline is about a group of nuns who 
had lost a number of their order due to 
food poisoning. They had buried most but 
due to lack of finance they had four bodies 
in the freezer and had to create the show 
to pay for their burial. 
 
The cast of 16 included two men dressed 
and acted as nuns and the ladies, some of 
whom had been professionals, sang to a 
very high standard and at one point, even 
did a group tap dancing routine. From the 
start the audience were included in the 
entertainment. 
 
We left the village hall with a really feel-
good factor as I’m sure did the rest of the 
audience. 
 
Peter Dorsett   

Make a difference in 2022 
 
Age UK IW are short of volunteers in your local community to support residents with 
low  level tasks such as befriending, medical transport, prescription collection and 
shopping. No amount of time is too little, and we can work around your schedules.   

· A telephone call to a lonely resident can take as little as 15 minutes and we know 
that that short call is so impactful when you may spend the entire week not 
communicating with anyone.   

· A supported trip to a medical appointment or collection of medication means that 
we can help keep your community well and help to stop admission to hospital.   

· A trip to the supermarket for a small shop, allows that individual to eat well and 
maintain their health. 

 

All we ask is that you can commit time on a regular basis, so that we can best match 
your availability to the residents in your local community. 

To find out more about volunteering with Age UK IW in 2022,  

Please  call us on 01983 525 282 or email us at gns@ageukiw.org.uk. 

 Letters etc.   editor@u3awight.uk 
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“What Winter Means to Me” 

 
Whatever Winter means to you. 

Share your dreams! 

Send your photos to 
editor@u3awight.uk as an email 
attachment or via “WeTransfer.“ 

 

Winner to receive a year’s 
complimentary subscription to 

Isle of Wight u3a. 

Just because the temperature has dropped a few degrees and at last it’s feeling 
a tad more wintery, don’t get stuck indoors all day.  We’ve been extremely lucky 

to have so many days of sunshine since September and long may it 
continue.  While you are out and about thinking about this and that, pondering on 

Christmas lists, turkey or pizza and what to do with the dog over the 
holidays….think about your winning photo for the Winter Competition.    

The brief is:   What Winter Means To Me.  
 

Let your mind meander over all the possibilities including indoor or outdoor 
locations – share your dreams!  

 
And YOU might win! 

Rules! 
 
Up to 2  (freshly taken by yourself) images 
per person.  Last entry at midnight on 16th 
Jan  2022.  Any people in the image must 
have given you permission. 
 
Only use basic digital editing (such as 
straightening, sharpening, minor colour 
correction or contrast).  Please give your  

 
images short meaningful file names and 
keep file size to under 2Mb where 
possible.  (To reduce the file size of the 
image, Google “How to resize an image to 
send via email for a competition”.) 
 
Judging will take place at the end of 
January and the winner will be announced 
in February.  
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Always check with the group leader for up-to-date info on diary events.  
The above diary is only correct at time of going to press. 

 

For more information go to  
www.u3awight.uk/events  

 
 

www.facebook.com/groups/iowu3a   closed group for members 
www.facebook.com/u3aWight    open page for the public 

Still nothing catches your fancy - or the groups that you fancy are not at the 
right time for you? Let us know on groups@u3awight.uk. We are keen to 
support the start up of new groups. 
 
Groups that are looking for new members to get started include:  Allotment 
Gardening, Modern Greek, Painting, music appreciation and Play Reading. 
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December 9th (Thursday) 
Social Face-to-Face  

Cancelled - Sorry 

Christmas is coming and the Covid 
numbers are rising. The committee has 

decided that  it would not be good to 
encourage a large indoor gathering.  

A shame, but we think it is the  
right decision. 

Spring Speaker Meetings will continue to be held on Zoom. 
 

The January talk (Thursday 13th) will be given by our new 
Vice-Chair, Anne Dearle, and will be entitled  

 
‘Ask a Busy Person’ 

 
If you want to get something done, “ask a busy person”.  In other words find 
somebody who has learned how to multitask and be one of life’s jugglers. I think 
I can claim to be a ‘juggler’ having been a wife and mother, school teacher , 
Samaritan and magistrate all at the same time whilst studying for an Open 
University degree.  
 
Later when I was a widow and my children had all flown the nest I embarked on 
other enterprises. I became a public speaker (by accident), Now, thirty-five years 
later, I am a widow again.  However, having been twice married and twice 
widowed I can proudly claim to have celebrated  two Silver Weddings! 

  
So what now?  Well I am now an author, having published  

fourteen books.   
Please join me to share a romp through my life on Zoom! 


