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Charles Clarke (former Sec of State for Education) & Prof Linda Woodhead (Prof of Sociology of Religion at Lancaster University) “A New 
Settlement: Religion & Belief in Schools”. 

http://faithdebates.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/A-New-Settlement-for-Religion-and-Belief-in-schools.pdf
http://faithdebates.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/A-New-Settlement-for-Religion-and-Belief-in-schools.pdf
http://faithdebates.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/A-New-Settlement-for-Religion-and-Belief-in-schools.pdf
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Pew Research  

Global population projection 
 
 
 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/04/05/the-changing-global-religious-landscape/


British Catholics : 

• Just 14% under-40s support a ban on abortion;  

• >50% of under-50s say “same-sex marriage is right”;  

• 58% say the law should be changed to permit assisted dying for terminally ill 

% British people ‘uncertain or with no belief in God’: 
 
• Jews   40% 
• Anglicans  35% 
• Catholics  18% 
• Muslims   8% 

“Belief” one dimension of ‘Religion & Belief’, along with 

“Belonging” & “Behaviour”  

5 
“British Religion in Numbers” analysis based on British Social Attitudes Survey 2008 
Survey of British Catholics for Prof Linda Woodhead for Westminster Faith Debates 2013  

http://www.brin.ac.uk/figures
http://faithdebates.org.uk/blog/surveys-reveal-widening-gulf-catholics-church-teaching/
http://faithdebates.org.uk/blog/surveys-reveal-widening-gulf-catholics-church-teaching/
http://faithdebates.org.uk/blog/surveys-reveal-widening-gulf-catholics-church-teaching/


How many British people identify as non-religious? 
Depends on question asked…… 

Average 2012-14: Christian 44%; No religion 50% 

Westminster Faith Debates-YouGov survey 2013 - 4000 adults  

http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
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Local Census data… 

Max 
“none” 

Min  
“none” 
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Growth in non-
denominational Christians 

No change in Catholics so far: defections 
compensated by immigration  

Big growth in “nones”, big decline in CofE 

Religion & Belief identity in Britain – 1983-2015/16 

Growth in 
Islam/Muslims 

2016: full dataset not yet released (Sep 2017) 
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Most people under 55 are non-religious…. 



British Christians: historic change – cultural heritage… 

10 



11 

Non-denominational Christianity – evangelical & charismatic…. 
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Diversity within British Islam: sects, mosques & ethnicity 

(growing)  

(understated)  

(understated)  

Data originated by Mehmood Naqshbandi, quoted by Innes Bowen in  
"Medina in Birmingham, Najaf in Brent - Inside British Islam" 
Adjustments: Shia  - corrected as per Bowen from Shia sources;  
Ahmadiyya data assumes total = 2x Mordern capacity (2x10000) 
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British Muslims on average relatively disadvantaged…  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/immigration/11409181/British-Muslims-integration-and-segregation-are-about-economics-not-values.html  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/immigration/11409181/British-Muslims-integration-and-segregation-are-about-economics-not-values.html
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Violent  
Jihadis 

Islamists who use,  
support or 
advocate 
violence 
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Another (rough/qualitative) view… 

Salafi 
Islamists 

Want their form of Islam 
to be in political control 

Mainstream (many quite conservative) 

Nominal  
Muslims 

Sectarian 
Fanatics 

Progressives 
Human rights, 

democracy, integration 



Violent  
Jihadis 

Islamists who use,  
support or 
advocate 
violence 
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Another (rough/qualitative) view… 

Salafi 
Islamists 

Want their form of Islam 
to be in political control 

Mainstream (many quite conservative) 

Nominal  
Muslims 

Sectarian 
Fanatics 

Progressives 
Human rights, 

democracy, integration 



More 
liberal 

Less 
liberal 

https://www.icmunlimited.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Mulims-full-suite-data-plus-topline.pdf  

Survey of British Muslims living in >=20% Muslim areas… 

https://www.icmunlimited.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Mulims-full-suite-data-plus-topline.pdf
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“To my mind, the way you identify radicals is 
by their attitude to women and girls.” 
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Behaviour: Religiosity 

Westminster Faith Debates-YouGov survey 2013 - 4000 adults  

Fair assumption? Evangelical and charismatic 
Christians higher religiosity than other 
Christians… 

Growth is in stronger, more seriously religious identities, decline in weaker…. 

http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
http://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/4vs1srt1h1/YG-Archive-University-of-Lancaster-Faith-Matters-Debate-full-results-180613-website.pdf
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Non-religious complexity…. 

YouGov/Times survey Feb 2015 1552 people of which 648 non-religious  

https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/6v34wr1cpg/TimesResults_150209_atheism_Website.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/6v34wr1cpg/TimesResults_150209_atheism_Website.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/6v34wr1cpg/TimesResults_150209_atheism_Website.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/6v34wr1cpg/TimesResults_150209_atheism_Website.pdf
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Not at all 
religious 

Very 
religious 

Religiosity score 1                 2                 3           4           5…… 

“How religious are you?”  
responses from 1147 UK non-religious people in 2014 

European Social Survey 2014 

Most “non religious” claim a degree of religiosity…..  

http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/
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Current landscape – complexity in every segment…  

22% humanist worldview: 
1. non-religious, and 
2. say they: 
● use science (not faith) 

to understand 
Universe; 

● take consequentialist 
approach to ethical 
questions; 

● don’t think religion 
required to 
understand right from 
wrong. 

Base data – British Social Attitudes Survey 2013-2015 average 
Religiosity of “nones” from European Social Survey 2014 scale of self-identified religiosity: 0 = Not at all religious; 10 = Very 
religious. Here “low” = 1-3, medium = 4-6, high = 7-10. Ref by Catholic Research Forum Reports 3 'The "no religion" population of 
Britain' - Stephen Bullivant (2017) 
Humanist questions from YouGov survey for Humanists UK 

https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/research/centres/benedict-xvi/docs/2017-may-no-religion-report.pdf
http://nesstar.ess.nsd.uib.no/webview/index.jsp?v=2&submode=abstract&study=http://129.177.90.83:80/obj/fStudy/ESS7e02.1&mode=documentation&top=yes
https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/research/centres/benedict-xvi/docs/2017-may-no-religion-report.pdf
https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/research/centres/benedict-xvi/docs/2017-may-no-religion-report.pdf
https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/research/centres/benedict-xvi/docs/2017-may-no-religion-report.pdf
https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/research/centres/benedict-xvi/docs/2017-may-no-religion-report.pdf
https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/research/centres/benedict-xvi/docs/2017-may-no-religion-report.pdf


Cultural super-diversity: 
 

Substantial religious minority  

• Diverse religious identities 

• Diverse views within each identity 

• Higher average commitment, seriousness  

 

Non-religious majority  

• Diverse beliefs & practices 
– Including  “don’t care”  

• Around half with broadly humanistic worldview 

• Many from faith backgrounds 

• Evolving… 
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What will the future look like? 
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Challenges 

– Polarisation, lack of social cohesion 

– Uninformed generalisations about “The Other” 

– Faith-based & race-based prejudice elide 

– Declining institutions defending privileges 

– Conflicting values 

Challenges & responses 

How can humanists respond? 

• Humanists UK Strategy: “We want a world where everyone lives cooperatively on the 

basis of shared human values, respect for human rights, and concern for future 

generations.” 

 

• Three humanist responses: Secularism; Education; Dialogue & Participation 
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1. Explain & promote Secularism 

• State neutral in matters of religion & belief 
 

• Universal human rights 
– Freedom of thought/belief & expression 
– Guarantee of religious freedom 

 

• Law applicable equally to everyone 
– Decided by democratic process 

 
• No religious privilege 

 
 

Secularism does not mean: 
• Atheism or Humanism 

 
• Denying the role Christianity has played in British/European history & culture 

– Art, music, architecture, narratives… 
 

• Denying the right of religious individuals or institutions to express their views 
– But does mean they are given no special weight simply because they’re faith-based 
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• High quality education about religious & non-
religious beliefs, values & ethics  

– Positive contribution to curriculum development 

– Humanist speakers for schools 

 

• End: 

– Faith-based admissions to state-funded schools 

– Compulsory “collective worship” 

– State funding for faith schools 

 

• Broad preparation for life in a plural society: 

– sex & relationships education 

– curiosity, thinking skills & creativity 

– values & citizenship 

 

• Institutions where core values defended 

2. Educate 

*Despite strong representations from all sides, including the RE Council and Rowan Williams, the government 
excluded Humanism as an option in draft RE subject criteria for GCSE, AS & A level criteria published November 2014 
All Party Parliamentary Group on RE taken over by evangelicals 2015 & excluded non-religious views from scope 

http://religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/
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• View others primarily as fellow humans 
– Religion/belief one dimension of personal identity 

 

• Seek Dialogue versus Debate 
– Understanding versus “Winning” 

 

• Beware assumptions &  
generalisations 

 

• Recognise areas of  
disagreement 

 

• Recognise common ground 

 

• Recognise “Red Lines” 
– Limits to Dialogue 

– No tolerance of bigotry 

– No succour for terrorism 

3. Dialogue & Participation 

Jim Al-Khalili & Ziauddin Sardar in Conversation Oct 2015 

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2015/nov/06/humanist-vs-islamic-perspectives-on-science-and-the-modern-world  

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2015/nov/06/humanist-vs-islamic-perspectives-on-science-and-the-modern-world
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Dialogue 

https://corablivingwithdifference.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/living-with-difference-online.pdf  

https://corablivingwithdifference.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/living-with-difference-online.pdf
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https://corablivingwithdifference.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/living-with-difference-online.pdf
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• Humanist engagement in dialogue has two objectives: 

1. Making a positive humanist contribution to building a peaceful, 

plural, secular society* 

2. Improving others’ understanding of Humanism 

 

 

• Positive engagement complements campaigning 

• Provided we continue to press for what we think is right  

 

 

 

*In line with strategy: “We want a world where everyone lives cooperatively on the basis of 
shared human values, respect for human rights, and concern for future generations.” 

Dialogue: the case for humanist engagement & leadership 
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Three broad types of dialogue 

 
 

1. “Interfaith dialogue” &  
participative action via  
established organisations 
 
Humanism as positive presence 
in wider community 
 
 

2. Public events 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Private bilateral dialogue series  
& actions 

http://humanistlife.org.uk/2015/01/19/common-ground-dialogue-how-can-humanists-and-muslims-live-and-work-together-in-21st-century-london/
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1. Separate, parallel lives 

2. Assimilation 

3. Messy integration/“interculturalism” 

 

Big change, we can help determine outcome… 

https://humanism.org.uk/community/dialogue-with-others/  

https://humanism.org.uk/community/dialogue-with-others/
https://humanism.org.uk/community/dialogue-with-others/
https://humanism.org.uk/community/dialogue-with-others/
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dialogue-officer@humanism.org.uk 


