Welcome to the u3a
Newsletter for the
Isle of Wight
May - June 2022
From The Chair:

Speaker Meetings
See page 16

Here we are in May already, almost
midway between the Spring equinox and
the start of Summer. Everything around us
is bursting into leaf and flower. The energy
in nature at this time of year is infectious
and is forcing us out into the fresh air to
feel the warmth of the sun on our skin.
Winter has gone away, finally.

Thursday May 12th, 2pm
Zoom
Yellowstone:
Living on the Edge

It has been really lovely to see so many of
you out and about again recently, with
smiling faces, meeting for coffee, walking
and chatting, lunching, visiting gardens,
talking plants, plans for the future and, at
last, meeting face-to-face at a speaker
meeting (with really good cakes too!).

Thursday June 9th, 2pm
Face-to-Face
Reflexology from the
Pharaohs to the 2020s
St John’s Hall, Newport,
PO30 1LN

However, if you are still feeling reluctant to
get out but would like some company why
don’t you contact me to talk through what
you would like and what is possible.

Carol Bradshaw
chair@u3awight.uk
07748 886246

Summer Photography
Competition
Shades of Summer
See page 5

The Newsletter

Welcome to your new bi-monthly
newsletter. The diary information has been
moved into the monthly Diary and News
in Brief. Let us know what you think!

Coffee Morning
Bargeman’s Rest, Newport
1st Wednesday of the month

10.30 - 11.30 am

Look out for the blue and gold pompoms
www.u3awight.uk
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VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED.
September will be a busy month for the
Isle of Wight u3a. On Saturday 3rd and
Sunday 4th of September we are once
again making our presence felt in our
bright yellow gazebo at the Wolverton
Garden Fair. Volunteers would be
required to spend one morning or
afternoon at the u3a gazebo handing out
leaflets and newsletters and talking to
members of the public about our u3a. I
have a few volunteers already but a few
more would be welcome.
Additionally, the u3a movement is
celebrating its 40th Anniversary.
All u3as are being encouraged to
organise their own celebrations in the
week beginning the 19th September. We
have decided that we would try to get as
many members involved, in as many
areas of the Island as possible, on the
days of 21st, 22nd, 23rd and 24th of
September.
What can you offer to do? Be part of a
small planning group? Stand at a table,
with a few others and hand out leaflets
and newsletters?
Take part in an Islandwide litter pick?

We are also in need of new committee
members. The October AGM will mark
my three years on the committee and I
will be resigning as Chair.
Roger Skidmore has kindly stepped up as
temporary Vice-Chair following Anne
Dearle’s departure for family reasons but
he too will be resigning as Vice-Chair at
the AGM, as will Dina Jung as Secretary
We need a new Chair/Vice-chair team to
take the u3a forward. Could you be part
of that? If you are willing to consider it
then give me a call. Job-sharing makes
the job less onerous, more fun and gives
the great benefit of skill-sharing. All postholders would have a co-worker on an
ideal committee.
The constitution is very clear that officers
should not stay in any one post for more
than three years. This is a healthy
restriction - it ensures new eyes, new
ideas, increases transparency and makes
volunteering for a role a better defined
ask.

Carol Bradshaw
chair@u3awight.uk
07748 886246

Or think of other ideas to let
the population of the Island
know more about us?
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French Film Matinee

We are running an experiment in
conjunction with the Ventnor Arts Club.
On the 3rd Wednesday of the next three
months - May 18th, June 15th and July 20th
- there will be a matinee performance of a
French film at 15:00. The first film will
probably be Diva - a French classic.
Visitors will need to be members of the
Ventnor Arts Club - a special visitors’
membership for £10 will cover entrance to
two films.
Contact Sally groups@u3awight.uk if you
are interested and are not already part of
a French Conversation Group.

New Group: Strollers

Do you love exploring and discussing
questions while you chat and stroll? Is that
hemlock, cow or horse parsley? How old
is that abbey or castle? What a beautiful
view... let's take a photo. With plenty of
stops for an ice cream, lunch or picnic!
Contact Sarah

fitness allow, with coffee or lunch or both
at the Pedallers Café. Unsure about your
fitness? Come and chat to us, the café is
just under 3 miles from the station and the
track is traffic free (apart from cyclists) and
relatively level.
Contact: Sally

groups@u3awight.uk

Free Room for Group
Meetings.

Thanks to Utilita - the only energy
company with a high street presence.
Utilita is very community focused: they
help raise money for local charities and
they have a small committee-style room in
their Newport hub which is free for
community use. Our Wednesday French
Conversation group will be trying it out
next week and we will report back.
Utilita hub, 121 High Street, Newport. You
can pay your bills, top up your pay-point,
make a donation to charity and chat to the
team about energy efficiency or book a
room for a group meeting.

speakers@u3awight.uk

Cycling

The new cycling group will have their
inaugural meeting at 11:00 on Friday May
13th. We will meet at Merstone Railway
Station where there is plenty of parking.

Calligraphy - The link to Utilita came

We will cycle along the old track - now a
National Cycle Route as far as desire and

through Harrogate u3a. The calligraphy
group leader in Harrogate is related to the
manager of Utilita in Newport and he put
us in touch. He also suggested that he
had some beautiful resource material for
calligraphy in case anyone would like to
start a group here.
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u3a Walking Exchange

So, what next for us?

As trailed in previous newsletters,
following the initiative of Southport u3a the
u3a National Walking Advisors are piloting
a scheme that will link up u3a walking
groups around the country to facilitate
walking holiday exchanges. The plan is
that the Walking Advisors will keep a
database of u3as willing to host walking
groups from other u3as around the UK although there may even be the potential
for it to spread internationally.
We agreed to be part of the pilot, which
meant being ready and willing to host two
walks this year to help iron out some of
logistical issues.
The host u3a is asked to write up the
walks that they are willing to offer and to
provide a contact point. When approached
by a visitor u3a they agree suitable dates
if they can and then provide walk leaders,
familiar with the route, back markers, route
maps and risk assessments for the
visitors. The visitors organise their own
accommodation and transport.

I asked last month for volunteers to be on
a register of walk leaders and received
two volunteers - for which I was very
grateful although I have to say also
disappointed. There is no commitment at
this point. I want to compile a list of people
who would be willing to lead a prepared
walk on a given date if it is convenient to
them. In the process we get to meet
enthusiastic visitors from around the
country and the opportunity to walk with
local leaders somewhere else in the
future.
Jacky Carter, a member of both Southport
and Isle of Wight u3a has written up the
Niton to Ventnor Walk and agreed to write
up the circular walk from Alum BayNeedles Old Battery - Tennyson
Monument. I will write up the walk from
Shorwell across to Freshwater over
Compton Down.

Southport u3a have already been on a trial
run to Buxton u3a and had a wonderful
time.

“As an experiment, we feel that
this three-day break worked really
well. Our Buxton leaders were so
welcoming and friendly we really
look forward to seeing them
again and showing them around
our area. We fear we have a lot to
live up to but have been
reassured they will love our
beaches and coast”

Some of the walks that we have done for
Walk and Lunch will write up for lighter
strollers. We also have a great selection of
beach walks.

Southport’s next adventure will be a
walking holiday on the Gower coast where
they will be led on walks by a variety of
u3as as they progress along their route.

Would you be willing to become familiar
enough with one of these walks to lead or
back-mark some visitors if the timing
worked for you?
I look forward to hearing from you.

Sally
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Summer Photography Competition
Shades of Summer
Closing date: August 15th at Noon.

The Summer Photo Competition is open to all Wight u3a
members. The theme is Shades of Summer. This is an
opportunity to get out in the sunshine and capture those
special summer moments.
Entries should be sent to Fred Dawson at
fred.wp.dawson@googlemail.com
Photographs should be titled with your chosen name for
the image. File size guidance will be published on the
website. Should you need any help please get in touch
with Fred. The prize is a year’s free membership of Isle
of Wight u3a which can be given as a gift.
This is our third photography Competition.
Previous winners were:

Winter 2021

Summer 2021

Winter 2022

Winter

Shapes of Summer

What Winter Means
to Me

Distressed
Eucalyptus Bark

Isle of Wight
Tomatoes

by
Elizabeth Fox

by
Paul Bowskill

A Winter’s
Afternoon Walk by a
River
by
Teresa Reed
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Monthly Eat-Out and
Review

Come along and enjoy a
stroll by the Sea.

May will be lunch at the Isle of Wight

The April beach walk was at Totland.
The Photo below gives an example of
what we also do on beach walks!

College, Table booked for 8 people on
Friday 27th April at noon.
If you would like to reserve a place send
£5 deposit by BACS to account
07030855 Sort code 07-01-16 reference
‘college lunch Glenys Lloyd-Williams’.
Also advise of any food allergies no later
than 14th May. Further information
about the restaurant are on the college
website.
www.iwcollege.ac.uk/information/communityfacilities/the-restaurant/

This is fantastic value and a great
experience. Allow a couple of hours.

Glenys

Let me know that you have booked on:

enjoyaplay@outlook.com.

Still no Eat-Out and Review volunteer
for June - maybe we will review
wherever we eat lunch on June 11th on

the trip to Farringford - page 7.

Contact groups@u3awight.uk to
volunteer. Whether it is your favourite
place to eat or a place that you have
always wanted to try, just book a table
and send me details for the newsletter
to gather a group to enjoy it with you and then write the review afterwards.
The April Eat Out and Review meal was
lunch at the Smoking Lobster in Cowes.
The dishes were exquisite - highly
recommended. Eight of us ate lunch and
everyone enjoyed it. Plates beautifully
presented, perfect portion sizes,
delicately spiced. I for one will be going
back!

Sally

groups@u3awight.uk

The May beach walk will be on
Wednesday the 25th when we will be
back in Yaverland with its lovely long
sandy beach. This time the cafés will
definitely be open. The start time will be
advised by email as it will be tide
dependent. On June 29th, we will walk
on the beach at Brook, start time to be
advised, meeting at the National Trust
car park. There will be no beach walks in
July and August when our beaches are
busy.
The beach walks are usually on the last
Wednesday of the month and details are
circulated the week before each walk.
Some are actually on the beach, in
which case the start time is tide
dependent, and others are on
promenades or sea walls in which case
the start time is usually 10:30.
All welcome. Bring friends, family and
dogs if you wish. Let me know if you’d
like to come.

Carol

chair@u3awight.uk
07748 886246
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Weekenders

Let’s Go

Several Weekenders enjoyed lunch at
the Ryde Castle on April 9th. Weekender
events are open to the whole
membership.

New umbrella for organising one-off
events or trips. This group will now
incorporate the Theatre Club and the OnLocation Island History Group and will
join the Weekenders on their trip to
Farringford on Saturday June 11th.

The following outings are planned over
the next couple of months:
th

Saturday May 7 Alastair McGowan
Shanklin Theatre 7:30pm.
Web site for details:

Lunch venues will depend on how many
want to join the lunch. Trips around the
house are restricted to 16 in a group so
book early for the 15:00 tour. (£13.50)

www.shanklintheatre.com/events.aspx

The Garden entry is £4.
(It is free to English Heritage Members but only on Wednesday and Thursday) .

Contact: Teresa

teresamarshall1@gmail.com

Theatre

Sunday May 22nd lunch at the Garlic

Dangerous Obsession, at the Apollo,
Newport. Tuesday May 24th.

Farm, Newchurch, Sandown.
Web site for details:
www.thegarlicfarm.co.uk

A compulsive psychological thriller,
written by NJ Crisp and produced by
Glenys Lloyd–Williams.

Table booked for 12:30.

Saturday June 11th Visit to

Tennyson's home, Farringford.

Some of us have booked seats in the
balcony - let us know if you plan to join
us.

See the gardens, followed by optional
tour of the house, and/or preceded by
lunch in Freshwater. The Highdown Inn
In Totland has a Price is Wight deal and
is one possible lunch venue.

Trip to the Races

www.farringford.co.uk

Goodwood for the last Racing Day of the
Season - Sunday October 9th 2022.
By hover, train & taxi depending on
numbers.

History Visit

Visit to the Mary Rose Exhibition in
Portsmouth, November 2022, date to be
confirmed. The Mary Rose, built in 1511,
was sunk just north of the Isle of Wight in
a battle with the French in 1545. She was
recovered in 1982 and is in permanent
exhibition in Portsmouth with many
artifacts that were recovered with her.

Contact Sheila:

sheilaherrando@gmail.com
if you would like to come on the May 22nd
and/or June 11th outings. Open to all.

Sally

groups@u3awight.uk
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Walk & Lunch
The April walk was beautiful, sunny and
spring like. We walk through the nature
reserve and the faster walkers walked
through Youngwoods Copse where the
Wood Anenomes were delightful.
Following a spontaneous diversion to
admire the weir at Alverstone the slow
walkers were in danger of missing their
lunch and so were left to rest in Alverston
to be retrieved by car.
We then lunched at The Pointer Inn which
was very much enjoyed by all, nonwalkers included. Preselecting the main
courses ahead of time felt like a bit of a
faff but actually it worked very well and
made the start of the meal much more
relaxing.

The May walk (18th) will be around the
Newtown Estuary and Bird Sanctuary with
lunch at the Horse and Groom.

The walk is level and easy and should
take 1.5 hours so a start time of 11:00 for
a 12:30 lunch.
Slow walkers
might like to
start at 10:30
or only do one
loop of the
walk.
The June walk (15th) will be a 3.5 mile
circular walk around The Chequers Pub.
11:00 start from the pub carpark. This
walk does have one double style. The
details can be found on the website:
www.chequersinn-iow.co.uk/pub-walks.php

Carole Anderson has agreed to take on
the organising of Walk and Lunch going
forward. Thank you Carole.

One possibility for the slow walkers would
be the short walk (1.2m) from the busstop on the Rookley Road to The
Chequers Inn by footpath and then back
again after Lunch.

Sally
Volunteers Required - One aspect of

coordinating the walks with lunch that is
tricky is the wide variation in walking
speeds. To make life simpler for Carole,
and less stressful for everyone else, we
are asking for a slow-walk volunteer each
month to either organise a shorter route
or an earlier start time according to what
is practical, meeting at the pub for lunch
at 12:30 with the faster walkers and the
non-walkers.

Please join online through the members’
portal or let Carole know in good time if
you wish to join the lunch - it is easier to
reduce the size of the booking at a later
time rather than worry that not enough
seats have been reserved.

Carole
carolea48@gmail.com
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Photography
Our last meeting took place on April 25th.
Photographic news was exchanged and
the Group reviewed photographs
submitted by members to the group Flickr
page on the theme of spring. These
ranged from flowers and birds to religious
Easter processions in Spain. Members
discussed aspects of composition and
technical issues and how the images
could be improved.
Fred Dawson spoke about a recent trip to
London to photograph skyscrapers.

The new Harvey Browns Farm shop at
Arreton was discussed as it offers a great
opportunity to take some architectural
photographs of a well designed modern
building.
The May meeting (Monday 16th) will
include a discussion about macro
photography and how best to use macro
techniques to capture images of flowers
and insects.
The photographic group welcomes all
with an interest in photography.
If you would like to know more contact:

Fred Dawson LRPS

fred.wp.dawson@googlermail.com

Green Issues

The wider u3a are
hosting some
interesting looking
sessions through their
Climate Change
Network. Here are
some dates for your diaries:
He encountered a demonstration by
Extinction Rebellion outside the Lloyd's
building. This provided a great
opportunity for some street photography.

The u3a summer photography
competition on the theme “Shades of
Summer” was discussed and members
encouraged to take part.

Wednesdays May 11th at 10:00 Zoom
How to reduce your carbon foot-print and
your energy bills.
Wednesday May 25th at 14:00 Zoom
Climate Change Surgery.
Mon-Thurs June 20th - 23rd at the
Chichester Summer School
Earth Matters - Looking at the impact that
we have had and what we can do as
individuals.
Friday June 24th at 10:00 on Zoom
What will it really take to deal with
Climate Change?
Wednesday July 6th, Cotswold Link Study
day in Cheltenham
Mitigating Climate Change
u3a Climate Change Network
www.u3asites.org.uk/climate-change/events
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Film Studies
Recently Watched Films
Munich: The Edge of War A “What If” drama
based on the Robert Harris book and
focussing on Neville Chamberlain’s attempts
to halt Adolph Hitler’s expansion plans by
diplomacy. We all thought it was a wellcrafted thriller and one which makes you reevaluate Chamberlain’s role.
The Lost Daughter tackled the difficult
subject of women who are not natural born
mothers and highlighted the difficulty they
had in the desire to live on one’s own terms
along with the struggle to live for someone
else. A deeply, thoughtful film, with an
ambiguous end, it yielded an interesting
discussion and was well worth watching.
Boiling Point (2021) A new British film set in
a busy restaurant. The film has received
excellent critical reviews. Not discussed at
time of going to print.
Our current discussion programme is on the
right. The films are discussed every fortnight
on Mondays at 5.30 pm via Zoom. We try to
include a wide variety of subjects both
serious and light-hearted.
Do you have any films that you have
especially enjoyed and would like to discuss,
(they have to be on Netflix). If so, contact me
and I will put you on the Zoom list. The wider
the range of films we watch the more
interesting and informative it becomes.

Dina

dinajung@gmail.com
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May 9th
The Constant Gardener
(2005)
From John Le Carré’s
novel and starring Ralph
Fiennes who tries to solve
his wife’s murder. It is
vaguely based on a true
incident.
May 23rd
Don’t Look Up (2021)
An American black comedy
about the end of the world
due to an impending comet
impact that government
wants to ignore. It is seen
as an allegory for the
indifference of
governments to the effect
of climate change.
June 6th
Taxi Driver (1976)
Directed by Martin
Scorsese and featuring
Robert De Nero who plays
a taxi driver in a decaying
New York City after the
Vietnam war. It won
numerous awards and is
often considered one of the
best films ever made.
June 20th
Untouchable (2011)
A French buddy comedydrama that divided critics
in the UK. It deals with the
difficult subject of disability
and was an overwhelming
box office success in
France and Germany, but
not so successful here.
Join the film studies group,
see the film and make up
your own mind!

Groups

groups@u3awight.uk

Spanish Improvers

Mah-Jong

Space available for
someone with a basic
foundation in Spanish.

The group is friendly and welcoming.
There is no pressure and we are here to
enjoy ourselves and get the satisfaction
of learning a new language. If you are
interested please make contact
with Keith.

Keith Pritchard 01983 407942

keithswonderfulworld@gmail.com

+

Mah-Jong is now
being played
every Friday afternoon at the Cowes
Community Centre.
In addition we have games in peoples’
homes on May 10th, June 14th and July
19th.
If you have not played Mah-Jong before
and would be interested in attending a one
day starter session then let us know.

Sally

groups@u3awight.uk

French
Conversation:

Technology and
Communications

Friday am: Bembridge
Tuesday pm: Brading
Wednesday pm: Newport
Both the Tuesday and Friday groups
are now full.
Please contact groups@u3awight.uk
if you are interested in French
conversation.

German:
Two groups, alternate
Friday mornings at Brading,
Improvers and Intermediate/
Advanced.
The intermediate/advanced group is
small and would welcome new
members. The Beginners/Improvers’
Group has a couple of vacancies now,
so if you'd like to refresh vague
memories of schooldays’ German, now
is the moment to join.
It is very informal, and we aim to have
fun, make new friends, and learn a thing
or two at the same time.

Mary
melongley1@gmail.com

The Group met on the 4th of April. The
meeting discussed data storage from
floppy disks, hard drives to solid state
memory as a replacement for mechanical
hard drives. The use of Cloud storage was
described and the need to migrate data as
technology changes.
Roger is looking for old laptops to donate
to Ukrainian refugees. He is taking out the
old hard drives and replacing them with
solid state drives and loading a new
operating system.
www.laptops-for-ukrainians.weebly.com

Contact: Roger
01983 822900 or 07732 480201

rogerskid@zen.co.uk

The May meeting will be rescheduled to
Monday 9th May to avoid the Bank
holiday. Members of the group suggested
that the topic for the May meeting
should focus on scams and online
security.

Fred Dawson

fred.wp.dawson@googlermail.com
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Creative
Writing
The writers’ group, at the moment six of
us, met in Brighstone in April. Having
tried to write a piece involving suspense
we are now going to write one capturing
humour. Our short exercise 250 words is
on "eavesdropping". The overriding
wonder in all our meetings is just how
varied the interpretations of the topic can
be. This includes style, as although prose
predominates, poetry is not unknown or
frowned upon. The meeting in May is in
Ryde. Nothing in June as it clashes with
the Jubilee.

Helena

helenahewston265@gmail.com

On-Location History

The visit to the Needles Old Battery was
fascinating, especially for those who had
not visited before, although I found the
battlements and talk of preparations for
an invasion difficult to keep in its
historical perspective. Some of us
walked up from Totland across the
downs and the skylarks were unalloyed
joy.

We plan to visit the Mary Rose exhibition
in Portsmouth in November. This group
will now become part of Let’s Go. If you
would like to help organise an outing, let
me know. See page 7.

Sally

groups@u3awight.uk

Family
History
We meet at 2pm on the third Thursday in
the month for 5 sessions from October
through to March.
We are currently on our Spring recess
but will meet up again for a Summer
Lunch on June 16th probably at the
Yarbridge Inn. This lunch will be open to
all u3a members. Whether you are
interested in family history or not, you will
be most welcome. Bring along your
partner or friend to this social get
together.
From October, meetings will be workshop
based. In order to benefit fully from the
sessions, members should bring their
own laptop, tablet or iPad (although use
of a laptop is available) and preferably be
prepared to sign up to a basic
subscription account with either Ancestry
or FindmyPast.

The aim is to share successes and
pitfalls and help each other to make
accurate progress. Online Tree-building
forms the basis of interest but we also
look more widely at many other topics to
help you compile a complete story. You
could research your own family, a friend’s
or even the story of a famous person.
The information is out there, just waiting
to be found.
Members new to tracing their roots and
others who are more experienced are
very welcome to join the Family History
Group.

Alison

rhawebb@gmail.com
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Non-Fiction Book Group

Meeting on Zoom, third Tuesday at 17:00
Some borrow, some buy: some read a
hard copy , others a digital version on
Kindle, and one or two opt for the audiobook. It doesn’t matter which, the result is
always interest, enjoyment and a good
discussion at our monthly Zoom meeting.
But now, we are not just dealing with nonfiction books but also presentations and
talks from TED Talks and YouTube.
Next up are ‘Erebus’ by Michael Palin and
then Paul Nurse’s ‘What is Life?’ And a
great lecture by Hans Roslyn on changes
in global population. Fun and fact-full.
We have room for a few more members.

Nigel Hastings

hastingsnigel01@gmail.co

Traditional Book Group

Meeting on the first Friday of each month
at 2.00 pm in Wootton.

The person whose book choice it is that
month brings a cake and this helps make
the meeting a sociable, enjoyable event.
Our book choice in April met with mixed
reviews. It was 'Girl, Woman, Other' by
Bernadine Evaristo. Although it had won
the Booker Prize in 2019, many of us did
not enjoy it and found we could not relate
to the characters. However, it did bring
about very interesting discussions about
ethnicity and identity.
In May we are reading a classic novel,
'Wuthering Heights' by Emily Bronte. I
think this will again create a lively
discussion and may well divide the group
according to their opinion of the book.
In June we are reading 'Clock Dance' by
Anne Tyler. This is the choice of our
newest member of the book group and
promises to be an exciting read having
been written by a Sunday Times
bestselling author.

Allison Rogers
01983 616634.

davidallison36@hotmail.com

Reading Group

The Reading group that is simply an
opportunity to talk about what you are
reading and why. Any Book, Any Reason.
This time of year has many other
demands on our time and for me at least
it is a season for light reading, I have
enjoyed both of The Thursday Murder
Club books and they seem to appeal to a
very wide audience, including some who
do not generally read fiction.
Next meeting: Yafford, Tuesday May 3rd

Sally

groups@u3awight.uk
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Monday Garden Group

Walk and Talk Gardens

This is one of a pair of Groups where
members visit each other’s gardens to
swap ideas and chat about gardening
over tea and cakes. Sally has been
running this group from its beginnings,
very successfully, but she has also been
running (equally successfully) several
other groups and functions for the u3a
and needed some relief.

The Walk and Talk
Wednesday group
resumed their summer
season of garden visits
on April 27th.

As a result Patricia and I were asked to
take over the Monday Garden Group.
We hope to be able to generate as much
enthusiasm as Sally. We are now at the
end of our winter “rest” and beginning
garden visits again.

April is a month when preparation is
most important. If the soil is light it will
need plenty of compost digging in. If it’s
heavy it will need coarse sand. In both
cases the addition of good quality
fertiliser will pay dividends with healthy
strong plants.
I started with four rows of potatoes in
three varieties, Charlotte, King Edward
and Desirée. The soils are light so rather
than digging trenches I hand-dug holes
and planted the seeds with a good
handful of 6X fertiliser. Then rucked up
the rows with a rake.

The garden visits for May and June are;
May 16th - Allison Rogers (Wootton )
May 30th - Robin & Patricia (Winford )
June 13th - Richard and Jackie (Lake)
June 20th - Alison Webb (Brighstone)
Because gardening is a
year-round activity every
group visit is an
opportunity for hosts and
visitors to bring any
seasonal cuttings,
seedlings or other surplus
items for exchange, these
are always warmly
received.

Beryl

Allotment Gardening

The previously planted cauliflowers and
broccoli are growing strongly and
attracting the slugs and snails. To make
the greens less attractive I sprinkled
them with a weak solution of vinegar
well diluted in water.

Following the nice lunch at The Pointer
Inn, Sarah was kind enough to volunteer
to set up a Zoom link which we used on
One of Patricia’s
Salvia cuttings from Sunday and spent half an hour talking
We could also have a
last year’s plant
about our various gardening problems.
‘focus’ for discussion
swap.
Information about this link has been
over tea, e.g. tips for
passed to Robin and Patricia. We now
propagation, pruning,
need to arrange further meetings in the
composting etc.
coming months. Let me know if you
Let us know your thoughts.
would like to join us.
Hoping that the weather holds good, it
Peter
promises to be an interesting and
ttesrodretep@yahoo.com
rewarding year. See you soon

Patricia and Robin

Robintyler60@gmail.com
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